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applied economics minor cornell provides a unique opportunity for students to enhance their
understanding of economic principles while gaining practical analytical skills. Offered by the
renowned Charles H. Dyson School of Applied Economics and Management at Cornell University, this
minor empowers students from various academic backgrounds to delve into the complexities of
economic theory and its real-world applications. This article will explore the structure of the applied
economics minor, its curriculum, benefits, and how it fits into the broader academic landscape at
Cornell. Additionally, we will discuss career opportunities for graduates with this minor and answer
frequently asked questions.
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Overview of Applied Economics Minor
The applied economics minor at Cornell University is designed for students who wish to complement
their primary field of study with economic analysis skills. This minor is particularly beneficial for those
pursuing degrees in social sciences, business, public policy, and environmental sciences. The program
emphasizes the application of economic principles to solve real-world problems, providing students
with a robust analytical toolkit.

Students in this minor will engage with both theoretical and applied aspects of economics, gaining
insights into how economic concepts influence decision-making in various sectors. The curriculum is
structured to foster critical thinking and quantitative skills, preparing students for a wide range of
professional opportunities.

Curriculum Structure
The curriculum for the applied economics minor consists of a set of core courses and elective options,
allowing students to tailor their learning experience to their interests. The minor requires a total of 18
credits, which includes foundational courses in micro and macroeconomics, as well as advanced
electives that focus on applied topics.



Core Course Requirements
Students pursuing the applied economics minor must complete the following core courses:

Introduction to Microeconomics

Introduction to Macroeconomics

Econometrics or Statistical Methods

These courses lay the groundwork for understanding economic behavior, market dynamics, and the
statistical tools used for economic analysis. Each core course not only provides theoretical knowledge
but also emphasizes practical applications through case studies and projects.

Elective Course Options
In addition to the core courses, students can choose from a variety of elective courses that focus on
specific areas of applied economics. Some popular elective options include:

Behavioral Economics

Environmental Economics

Development Economics

Labor Economics

Health Economics

These electives allow students to dive deeper into areas of interest and apply economic concepts to
issues such as sustainability, public health, and labor markets. The flexibility of the curriculum
ensures that students can align their academic pursuits with their career goals.

Benefits of the Minor
One of the primary benefits of the applied economics minor at Cornell is the enhancement of critical
thinking and analytical skills. Students learn to approach problems systematically, employing
economic reasoning to evaluate outcomes and make informed decisions. This skill set is invaluable in
today’s data-driven job market.

Interdisciplinary Approach
The applied economics minor encourages an interdisciplinary approach, allowing students from
diverse fields to integrate economic principles into their studies. For instance, a student majoring in
environmental science can apply economic analysis to assess the impact of environmental policies,



while a business student can utilize these principles to optimize marketing strategies.

Networking and Career Development
Cornell University provides numerous networking opportunities through its extensive alumni network
and career services. Students in the applied economics minor have access to workshops, internships,
and events that connect them with industry professionals. This exposure is crucial for building a
successful career post-graduation.

Career Opportunities
Graduates with a minor in applied economics from Cornell are well-equipped to pursue a variety of
career paths. The analytical skills and economic knowledge gained through the program are highly
sought after in multiple sectors. Potential career opportunities include:

Economic Analyst

Policy Advisor

Market Research Analyst

Consultant in Economic Development

Financial Analyst

Moreover, the minor serves as a strong foundation for further studies in economics, business, public
policy, or law. Many graduates choose to pursue advanced degrees, further enhancing their career
prospects and opportunities for leadership roles in their chosen fields.

Frequently Asked Questions

Q: What are the eligibility requirements for the applied
economics minor at Cornell?
A: To be eligible for the applied economics minor, students must be enrolled in an undergraduate
program at Cornell University. There are no specific prerequisites, but a basic understanding of
economics is beneficial.

Q: How many credits are required to complete the minor?
A: A total of 18 credits are required to complete the applied economics minor. This includes core
courses and electives.



Q: Can students from any major pursue the applied economics
minor?
A: Yes, students from any major at Cornell can pursue the applied economics minor. The program is
designed to complement a wide range of undergraduate disciplines.

Q: Are there opportunities for research within the applied
economics minor?
A: Yes, students have opportunities to engage in research projects, often in collaboration with faculty
members. This research can be a valuable addition to their academic portfolio.

Q: What skills will I gain from the applied economics minor?
A: Students will gain critical thinking, analytical, and quantitative skills, as well as a solid
understanding of economic theory and its applications in various fields.

Q: Is there a capstone project or final assessment for the
minor?
A: There is no specific capstone project required for the applied economics minor. However, students
may have opportunities to engage in practical projects or internships that serve as assessments of
their learning.

Q: How can the applied economics minor enhance my
employability?
A: The applied economics minor equips students with valuable analytical skills and economic
knowledge, making them attractive candidates for a variety of roles in business, government, and
non-profit sectors.

Q: Can the minor be completed online or in person?
A: The applied economics minor is primarily offered in person at Cornell University. However, students
should check for any online course offerings that may be available.

Q: What resources are available for students in the applied
economics minor?
A: Students have access to various resources, including academic advising, career services, and
networking events through Cornell's extensive alumni network.



Q: How does the applied economics minor compare to a major
in economics?
A: The minor provides a foundational understanding of economic principles and applications, while a
major in economics typically involves a more in-depth study of economic theory, advanced
mathematics, and research methods. The minor is designed to complement other fields of study.
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