
boston university economics faculty
boston university economics faculty plays a vital role in shaping the academic landscape of the
institution and influencing the field of economics on a broader scale. Known for their robust
research capabilities and dedication to teaching, the faculty members contribute significantly to
both undergraduate and graduate programs. This article provides a comprehensive overview of the
Boston University Economics Faculty, including their areas of expertise, notable faculty members,
research contributions, and the academic programs they offer. Additionally, we'll explore the impact
of their work on the economics discipline and the opportunities available for students pursuing
economics at Boston University.
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Overview of Boston University Economics Department

The Boston University Economics Department is renowned for its rigorous academic programs and
diverse research initiatives. Established in the early 20th century, the department has evolved to
become a leading center for economic research and education. It offers a stimulating environment
for both students and faculty, promoting a culture of inquiry and scholarly excellence. The faculty is
composed of distinguished economists who specialize in various fields, including microeconomics,
macroeconomics, econometrics, and international economics.

One of the department’s key characteristics is its commitment to interdisciplinary collaboration.
Faculty members often work alongside colleagues in fields like political science, sociology, and
business, enhancing the breadth of research and teaching methodologies employed within the
department. This interdisciplinary approach enriches the educational experience for students and
fosters innovative economic solutions to contemporary issues.



Notable Faculty Members

The Boston University Economics Faculty comprises esteemed scholars with diverse expertise and
significant contributions to the field. Their collective knowledge spans various economics sub-
disciplines, making the faculty a valuable resource for students and researchers alike.

Distinguished Professors

Several faculty members stand out due to their research impact and teaching excellence. Notable
professors include:

Professor David I. Laibson: A prominent figure in behavioral economics, Laibson's research
focuses on how psychological factors influence economic decision-making.

Professor Laurence Kotlikoff: Known for his work in macroeconomics and social security
reform, Kotlikoff has published extensively on the implications of fiscal policy.

Professor Anna Aizer: Her research primarily examines health economics and the economics
of education, addressing issues related to inequality and policy impact.

These professors, among others, contribute not only through their research but also by mentoring
students and engaging in community outreach programs. Their dedication to student success and
professional development is a hallmark of the Boston University Economics Faculty.

Research Contributions

The Boston University Economics Faculty is deeply engaged in research that addresses pressing
economic issues and contributes to the broader field of economics. Faculty members publish in top-
tier academic journals and participate in conferences worldwide, showcasing their findings and
collaborating with other economists.

Key Research Areas

The research interests of the faculty are diverse and include:

Behavioral Economics: Investigating how psychological factors impact economic behavior.

Health Economics: Analyzing the economic aspects of healthcare systems and policies.



Labor Economics: Studying employment patterns, wage dynamics, and the impact of labor
policies.

Macroeconomic Policy: Examining the effects of fiscal and monetary policy on national and
global economies.

This research not only contributes to academic knowledge but also informs policymakers and
practitioners in various sectors. Faculty members often collaborate with governmental and non-
governmental organizations, lending their expertise to real-world economic challenges.

Academic Programs Offered

Boston University offers a range of academic programs in economics, catering to undergraduate and
graduate students. The curriculum is designed to provide a strong foundation in economic theory,
quantitative methods, and applied economics.

Undergraduate Programs

The undergraduate economics program offers a Bachelor of Arts and a Bachelor of Science degree.
Key courses include:

Microeconomic Theory

Macroeconomic Theory

Econometrics

International Economics

Students are encouraged to engage in research projects and internships, gaining practical
experience that complements their academic studies.

Graduate Programs

The graduate offerings include a Master’s in Economics and a Ph.D. program. These programs are
highly competitive and focus on advanced economic theory, research methodologies, and specialized
fields of study. Graduate students have the opportunity to work closely with faculty members on
research projects, fostering a collaborative academic environment.



Student Opportunities and Resources

Students at Boston University benefit from a wealth of resources and opportunities that enhance
their educational experience. The economics department provides access to various workshops,
seminars, and conferences that feature prominent economists and researchers.

Internships and Career Services

The department actively supports students in securing internships and job placements. Through
partnerships with local businesses, government agencies, and non-profits, students can gain
invaluable work experience. Career services also provide guidance on resume writing, interview
preparation, and networking strategies.

Research Opportunities

Undergraduate and graduate students are encouraged to participate in research projects alongside
faculty members. These opportunities allow students to engage with cutting-edge economic research
and develop their analytical skills.

Impact on the Economics Discipline

The contributions of the Boston University Economics Faculty extend far beyond the classroom.
Their research has a profound impact on economic policy, academic discourse, and public
understanding of economic issues. Faculty members often serve on advisory boards, contribute to
public policy discussions, and engage with the media, ensuring that their insights reach a broader
audience.

By fostering a culture of research and inquiry, the faculty not only prepares students for successful
careers in economics but also promotes a deeper understanding of the complex economic challenges
facing society today. Their work continues to inspire the next generation of economists and
policymakers.

Conclusion

The Boston University Economics Faculty stands as a pillar of academic excellence and research
innovation. With a diverse range of expertise, a commitment to student development, and significant
contributions to the field, the faculty members play a crucial role in shaping the future of economics.
Students at Boston University are well-positioned to benefit from the extensive knowledge and
resources available, preparing them to make meaningful contributions to the discipline and society
at large.



Q: What is the focus of the Boston University Economics
Faculty?
A: The Boston University Economics Faculty focuses on a wide range of economic issues, including
behavioral economics, health economics, labor economics, and macroeconomic policy. They are
dedicated to research and teaching that addresses both theoretical and practical aspects of
economics.

Q: Who are some notable faculty members in the Boston
University Economics Department?
A: Notable faculty members include Professor David I. Laibson, known for his work in behavioral
economics; Professor Laurence Kotlikoff, recognized for his research on macroeconomics; and
Professor Anna Aizer, who specializes in health economics.

Q: What academic programs does Boston University offer in
economics?
A: Boston University offers undergraduate programs leading to a Bachelor of Arts and a Bachelor of
Science in economics, as well as graduate programs including a Master’s in Economics and a Ph.D.
program.

Q: How does the Boston University Economics Faculty
contribute to research?
A: The faculty contributes to research by publishing in top-tier journals, collaborating on
interdisciplinary projects, and addressing pressing economic issues that inform policy and public
understanding.

Q: What opportunities are available for students in the
economics program?
A: Students have access to internships, research opportunities, workshops, and career services that
support their academic and professional growth in economics.

Q: How does the faculty impact economic policy?
A: Faculty members influence economic policy through their research, participation in advisory
boards, and engagement with governmental and non-governmental organizations, providing insights
that shape policy decisions.
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