
brown university economics department
brown university economics department is a prominent institution known for its rigorous
academic programs and esteemed faculty. With a commitment to fostering critical thinking and
analytical skills, the department offers a comprehensive curriculum that prepares students for
careers in various sectors, including finance, government, and academia. This article delves into the
structure, faculty, research initiatives, and opportunities available within the Brown University
Economics Department, providing a detailed overview for prospective students and interested
parties alike. The information is organized to help you understand the department's offerings,
culture, and impact in the field of economics.
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Overview of Brown University Economics Department

Established in 1811, the Brown University Economics Department has a long-standing tradition of
excellence in economic education and research. The department is part of the larger social sciences
community at Brown, which emphasizes interdisciplinary study and collaborative research. The
economics program is designed to equip students with a deep understanding of economic theories,
quantitative methods, and real-world applications. The curriculum encourages students to engage
critically with economic issues and develop their analytical capabilities.

Brown's unique approach to education allows students to tailor their academic journeys according to
their interests, facilitating a more personalized learning experience. The department offers various
undergraduate and graduate programs, including a Bachelor of Arts in Economics, a Master of Arts,
and a Ph.D. in Economics. Each program emphasizes rigorous coursework and research
opportunities, preparing graduates for diverse career paths.



Faculty and Research Interests

The faculty of the Brown University Economics Department comprises leading scholars in various
fields of economics. They are not only dedicated educators but also active researchers contributing
to significant advancements in economic theory and practice. Faculty members engage in research
areas such as microeconomics, macroeconomics, international economics, public policy, and
behavioral economics.

Prominent faculty members often publish in top-tier journals and participate in academic
conferences, enhancing the department's reputation. Their expertise provides students with valuable
insights into current economic challenges and trends. Additionally, faculty mentorship plays a
crucial role in guiding students through their academic and professional journeys, fostering a
supportive learning environment.

Research Interests of Faculty

The faculty's diverse research interests allow students to explore various topics, including:

Labor economics

Development economics

Environmental economics

Health economics

Financial economics

This breadth of expertise enables students to engage with contemporary economic debates and
encourages them to partake in research projects alongside faculty members.

Curriculum and Programs Offered

The Brown University Economics Department offers a well-rounded curriculum that emphasizes both
theoretical knowledge and practical application. Undergraduate students can pursue a Bachelor of
Arts in Economics, which includes core courses in microeconomics and macroeconomics, as well as
advanced electives tailored to their interests.

Graduate programs, including the Master of Arts and Ph.D., provide a more in-depth exploration of
economic theories and methodologies. The Master's program typically involves a combination of
coursework and research, culminating in a thesis. In contrast, the Ph.D. program is research-



intensive, requiring students to produce original research that contributes to the field of economics.

Key Courses Offered

Some of the key courses offered within the undergraduate and graduate programs include:

Intermediate Microeconomic Theory

Intermediate Macroeconomic Theory

Econometrics

Game Theory

Public Economics

These courses are designed to build a strong foundation in economic theory and analytical skills,
preparing students for advanced study or professional careers.

Student Opportunities and Resources

Brown University Economics Department provides a wealth of opportunities and resources for its
students. The department encourages students to engage in research and internships, enabling them
to apply their knowledge in real-world contexts. Students have access to various resources,
including academic advising, career counseling, and workshops designed to enhance their skills and
employability.

Additionally, the department hosts regular seminars and guest lectures featuring prominent
economists and industry professionals. These events provide students with exposure to current
research and trends in the field, fostering a vibrant academic community.

Internship and Career Opportunities

Internship opportunities are abundant for students within the Economics Department. The
department collaborates with various organizations, including:

Financial institutions

Government agencies



Nonprofit organizations

Consulting firms

These internships allow students to gain practical experience and network with professionals in the
field, significantly enhancing their career prospects upon graduation.

Research Centers and Initiatives

Brown University hosts several research centers and initiatives that align with the goals of the
Economics Department. These centers facilitate interdisciplinary research and provide students with
opportunities to engage in groundbreaking studies. One of the notable centers is the Population
Studies and Training Center (PSTC), which focuses on demographic research and its implications for
economic policies.

Another prominent initiative is the Brown Institute for Brain Science, which explores the
intersection of neuroscience and economics, particularly in understanding decision-making
processes. These centers not only enhance the academic environment but also contribute to the
broader community by addressing pressing economic issues.

Impact and Alumni Network

The impact of the Brown University Economics Department extends beyond academia. Graduates of
the program have gone on to achieve significant success in various fields, including finance, policy
analysis, consulting, and academia. The strong alumni network provides current students with
valuable connections and mentorship opportunities.

Alumni frequently return to the university to share their experiences and insights, further enriching
the department's learning environment. This active engagement fosters a sense of community and
encourages current students to aspire to similar success in their respective careers.

Conclusion

The Brown University Economics Department stands out for its commitment to academic excellence,
innovative research, and the development of future leaders in economics. With a distinguished
faculty, a comprehensive curriculum, and numerous opportunities for practical experience, the
department equips students with the skills and knowledge necessary to navigate the complexities of
the economic landscape. As the field of economics continues to evolve, the department remains at
the forefront, influencing policy, research, and education worldwide.



Q: What programs are offered by the Brown University
Economics Department?
A: The Brown University Economics Department offers a Bachelor of Arts in Economics, a Master of
Arts, and a Ph.D. in Economics, each with a rigorous curriculum designed to develop analytical and
critical thinking skills.

Q: Who are the faculty members in the Economics
Department?
A: The faculty includes leading scholars and researchers with expertise in various fields such as
microeconomics, macroeconomics, labor economics, and development economics, among others.

Q: What research opportunities are available for students?
A: Students have opportunities to engage in research alongside faculty members, participate in
seminars, and contribute to projects within various research centers affiliated with the department.

Q: Are internships available for students in the Economics
Department?
A: Yes, the department offers numerous internship opportunities in collaboration with financial
institutions, government agencies, and nonprofit organizations, allowing students to gain valuable
real-world experience.

Q: What resources does the department provide to support
student success?
A: The department provides academic advising, career counseling, workshops, and access to
seminars and guest lectures to enhance students' educational experiences and career readiness.

Q: How does the department facilitate interdisciplinary
research?
A: The department collaborates with various research centers and initiatives at Brown University,
encouraging students to engage in interdisciplinary studies that address complex economic issues.

Q: What is the alumni network like for graduates of the



Economics Department?
A: The alumni network is strong and active, with graduates achieving success in various fields and
frequently returning to share their experiences and provide mentorship to current students.

Q: What are some key courses offered in the Economics
curriculum?
A: Key courses include Intermediate Microeconomic Theory, Intermediate Macroeconomic Theory,
Econometrics, Game Theory, and Public Economics, among others, providing a solid foundation in
economic theory and practice.

Q: What is the focus of the research conducted by faculty
members?
A: Faculty research encompasses a wide range of topics, including labor economics, environmental
economics, financial economics, and public policy, contributing to significant advancements in the
field.

Q: How does Brown University Economics Department
contribute to economic policy?
A: The department's research initiatives and faculty expertise inform economic policy discussions,
providing valuable insights and analyses that can influence decision-making at various levels.
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