byu economics major

byu economics major offers students a pathway to understanding complex economic systems,
making informed financial decisions, and analyzing data that impacts both local and global markets.
Brigham Young University (BYU) provides a robust curriculum in economics, preparing graduates for a
variety of careers in finance, government, research, and beyond. This article explores the structure of
the BYU economics major, the courses involved, potential career paths, and the benefits of studying
economics at BYU. Additionally, we will address frequently asked questions regarding the program.
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Overview of the BYU Economics Major

The BYU economics major is designed to equip students with a solid foundation in economic theory,
quantitative skills, and analytical reasoning. This major is housed within the BYU Marriott School of
Business, which is recognized for its rigorous academic standards and commitment to ethical
leadership. Students engage with a comprehensive curriculum that combines theoretical knowledge
with practical applications, ensuring they are well-prepared for the challenges of the modern
economic landscape.

Students pursuing an economics degree at BYU can expect to develop critical thinking skills and a
deep understanding of how economic principles shape decision-making in both personal and
professional contexts. The program emphasizes both microeconomics and macroeconomics, providing
an essential framework for analyzing various economic issues, from individual behavior to national
policies.

Core Curriculum and Specialization

The core curriculum for the BYU economics major includes a blend of required courses and electives



that allow students to tailor their education to their interests and career goals. The fundamental
courses focus on essential economic theories, principles of economics, and advanced statistical
methods, ensuring that each student develops a robust foundational knowledge.

Required Courses

Some of the key required courses in the BYU economics curriculum include:

Principles of Microeconomics

Principles of Macroeconomics

Intermediate Microeconomic Theory

Intermediate Macroeconomic Theory

Econometrics

Economic Development

These courses are designed to provide students with a thorough understanding of both micro and
macroeconomic concepts, as well as the tools needed for empirical analysis.

Elective Courses and Specializations

In addition to the core courses, students have the opportunity to select electives that align with their
specific interests. Some popular elective courses include:

International Trade

Labor Economics

Public Economics

Behavioral Economics

Environmental Economics

These electives enable students to explore niche areas of economics and gain specialized knowledge
that can enhance their employability in specific sectors.

Career Opportunities for Economics Graduates

Graduating with an economics degree from BYU opens up a diverse range of career opportunities. The
analytical and quantitative skills acquired during the program are highly valued in various industries,



including finance, consulting, government, and academia.

Popular Career Paths

Some of the most common career paths for BYU economics graduates include:

Financial Analyst

Economic Consultant

Policy Analyst

Market Research Analyst

Data Analyst

University Professor

Each of these roles leverages the skills developed during the economics major, allowing graduates to
make significant contributions in their chosen fields.

Further Education Opportunities

Many economics graduates also choose to pursue advanced degrees, such as Master’s or Ph.D.
programs in economics, business, or public policy. This further education can lead to higher-level
positions and specialized roles in research, academia, or high-impact consulting firms.

Benefits of Pursuing an Economics Degree at BYU

Attending BYU for an economics degree offers several unique benefits. The university prides itself on
a strong ethical foundation, which is woven into the curriculum and the overall educational
experience. This focus on ethics is particularly important in economics, where decision-making can
have far-reaching implications for society.

Networking Opportunities

BYU has a robust alumni network that can be a valuable resource for current students. Networking
events, career fairs, and mentorship programs provide students with opportunities to connect with
industry professionals and gain insights into the job market.

Research and Practical Experience

The economics department encourages students to engage in research projects, internships, and real-



world applications of economic theory. This hands-on experience not only enhances learning but also
strengthens resumes, making graduates more competitive in the job market.

Student Resources and Support

BYU offers a wealth of resources to support economics students throughout their academic journey.
Academic advising, tutoring services, and career counseling are readily available to help students
maximize their potential.

Clubs and Organizations

Students can also participate in various clubs and organizations related to economics, such as the
Economics Club. These groups provide additional networking opportunities, guest lectures, and
events that foster a deeper understanding of the field.

Conclusion

Studying for a byu economics major not only equips students with crucial knowledge and skills but
also prepares them for a wide array of career opportunities. The program’s rigorous curriculum,
combined with the university's commitment to ethical leadership and community engagement,
ensures that graduates are well-prepared to make meaningful contributions in their professions. With
a strong alumni network and ample resources, BYU economics students are positioned for success in
both their academic and professional endeavors.

Frequently Asked Questions

Q: What are the admission requirements for the BYU
economics major?

A: Admission to the BYU economics major typically requires a strong academic record, completion of
prerequisite courses, and a commitment to the university's honor code. Students must also apply to
the Marriott School of Business, which may have additional criteria.

Q: Can | double major with economics at BYU?

A: Yes, many students at BYU choose to double major. Economics pairs well with various fields such
as business, political science, and mathematics, allowing students to broaden their expertise and
career options.



Q: What skills will 1 gain from the economics major?

A: Students will develop critical thinking, analytical skills, quantitative analysis, and a deep
understanding of economic principles, all of which are highly sought after in the job market.

Q: Are there internship opportunities available for economics
students?

A: Yes, BYU encourages economics students to pursue internships to gain practical experience. The
university provides resources and support to help students find relevant internships in their field of
interest.

Q: How does BYU's economics program differ from other
universities?

A: BYU's economics program stands out due to its emphasis on ethical leadership, strong community
values, and the integration of faith and learning, which are unique to the university's mission.

Q: What are the prospects for graduate studies after
completing the economics major?

A: Graduates from the BYU economics program are well-prepared for advanced studies in economics,
business administration, and public policy, with many students pursuing Master’s or Ph.D. programs.

Q: Is there a specific focus within the economics major at
BYU?

A: While the economics major at BYU covers a broad range of topics, students can specialize in areas
such as international economics, labor economics, or econometrics through elective courses.

Q: Does BYU offer online courses for the economics major?

A: BYU provides a mix of in-person and online courses, allowing students the flexibility to complete
their degree in a manner that fits their personal and professional schedules.

Q: What are the job placement rates for BYU economics
graduates?

A: BYU economics graduates enjoy high job placement rates, thanks to the university’s strong
reputation, extensive alumni network, and the practical skills developed throughout the program.
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