
cornell economics masters
cornell economics masters is a premier graduate program designed to prepare students for
successful careers in economics, finance, and policy-making. As part of the prestigious Cornell
University, the Master's in Economics program offers a robust curriculum that combines theoretical
foundations with practical applications. This article will delve into the specifics of the Cornell
Economics Master's program, including admission requirements, curriculum details, research
opportunities, career prospects, and the overall benefits of studying at Cornell. By the end of this
article, prospective students will have a comprehensive understanding of what the program entails
and how it can shape their future in the field of economics.

Introduction

Program Overview

Admission Requirements

Curriculum Details

Research Opportunities

Career Prospects

Benefits of Studying at Cornell

Conclusion

FAQ

Program Overview
The Cornell Economics Master's program is designed to equip students with a deep understanding
of economic theory, quantitative analysis, and empirical research methods. The program is housed
within the College of Arts and Sciences and is known for its rigorous academic environment and
distinguished faculty. Students engage in a variety of advanced courses that cover microeconomics,
macroeconomics, and econometrics, among other topics. In addition to theoretical knowledge,
students are encouraged to apply their skills to real-world economic issues.

The program typically spans two years, allowing students to immerse themselves in complex
economic concepts and analytical techniques. The diverse cohort of students, often coming from
various academic and professional backgrounds, enriches the learning experience by promoting
different perspectives and approaches to economic problems.



Admission Requirements
To gain admission into the Cornell Economics Master's program, applicants must meet several
requirements that demonstrate their academic preparedness and motivation for graduate study. The
following are the key admission criteria:

Academic Background: A strong academic record in economics or a related field is essential.
Most successful applicants hold a bachelor's degree in economics, mathematics, or other
quantitative disciplines.

Standardized Tests: The Graduate Record Examination (GRE) is required for applicants, with
competitive scores expected in the quantitative section.

Letters of Recommendation: Candidates must submit two or three letters of
recommendation from academic or professional references who can speak to their abilities and
potential for success in graduate studies.

Statement of Purpose: A well-crafted statement outlining the applicant's academic interests,
career goals, and reasons for choosing Cornell is crucial.

English Language Proficiency: International applicants must demonstrate proficiency in
English through TOEFL or IELTS scores, unless they have completed a degree in an English-
speaking country.

The admission process is competitive, and prospective students are encouraged to apply early and
ensure their application materials are complete and compelling.

Curriculum Details
The curriculum of the Cornell Economics Master's program is carefully structured to provide a
comprehensive education in economics. Students are required to complete core courses as well as
electives tailored to their interests and career aspirations. The core curriculum typically includes:

Microeconomic Theory: Focuses on consumer behavior, firm theory, and market structures.

Macroeconomic Theory: Covers topics such as economic growth, inflation, and monetary
policy.

Econometrics: Introduces statistical methods for analyzing economic data and testing
hypotheses.

Research Methods: Equips students with the skills necessary to conduct independent
research in economics.



In addition to core courses, students can choose from a variety of electives that allow them to
specialize in areas such as labor economics, international trade, environmental economics, and
public policy. This flexibility enables students to tailor their educational experience to their career
goals.

Research Opportunities
Cornell University is renowned for its research contributions, and the Economics Master's program
is no exception. Students are encouraged to engage in research projects alongside faculty members,
providing them with valuable hands-on experience. Research opportunities may include:

Collaborative Projects: Working with faculty on ongoing research initiatives that address
pressing economic issues.

Independent Research: Conducting individual research projects that culminate in a thesis or
capstone project.

Seminars and Workshops: Participating in departmental seminars where students can
present their research and receive feedback from peers and faculty.

These research experiences not only enhance students' analytical skills but also prepare them for
future academic or professional endeavors in the field of economics.

Career Prospects
Graduates of the Cornell Economics Master's program are well-equipped to pursue a wide range of
career opportunities in various sectors. Many alumni find positions in:

Government Agencies: Working in economic analysis, policy development, and public
administration.

Financial Institutions: Engaging in roles such as financial analysts, investment bankers, or
risk managers.

Consulting Firms: Providing economic consulting services to businesses, non-profits, and
government entities.

Academia: Pursuing further studies or teaching positions at universities and colleges.

The strong alumni network and career services offered by Cornell also assist students in securing
internships and job placements after graduation, leading to successful career trajectories in
economics-related fields.



Benefits of Studying at Cornell
Choosing to pursue a Master's in Economics at Cornell University comes with numerous advantages.
Some of the key benefits include:

Prestigious Reputation: Cornell's standing as a leading institution in higher education
enhances the value of the degree.

Expert Faculty: Students learn from experienced faculty members, many of whom are leaders
in their fields of research.

Interdisciplinary Opportunities: The university's diverse programs allow for collaboration
and learning across disciplines, enriching the educational experience.

Networking Opportunities: Access to a vast network of alumni and professionals in
economics and related fields.

These benefits make Cornell an attractive option for students looking to advance their knowledge
and careers in economics.

Conclusion
The Cornell Economics Master's program offers a robust and comprehensive education that
prepares students for various career paths in economics. With rigorous coursework, extensive
research opportunities, and a strong focus on real-world applications, students can expect to emerge
from the program with the skills and knowledge necessary to succeed in their chosen fields. The
advantages of studying at a prestigious institution like Cornell further enhance the value of this
master's program, making it an excellent choice for prospective students interested in economics.

Q: What is the duration of the Cornell Economics Master's
program?
A: The Cornell Economics Master's program typically spans two years, allowing students to complete
their coursework and engage in research projects.

Q: What are the core courses in the Cornell Economics
Master's curriculum?
A: Core courses include Microeconomic Theory, Macroeconomic Theory, Econometrics, and
Research Methods, providing a solid foundation in economics.



Q: Is a GRE score required for admission to the program?
A: Yes, applicants must submit GRE scores as part of their application, with competitive scores
expected in the quantitative section.

Q: Are there opportunities for research in the Master's
program?
A: Yes, students can engage in collaborative research projects with faculty, conduct independent
research, and participate in seminars and workshops.

Q: What career opportunities are available to graduates of the
program?
A: Graduates can pursue careers in government agencies, financial institutions, consulting firms,
and academia, among other fields.

Q: How does Cornell support its students in securing
internships?
A: Cornell offers robust career services, networking events, and access to a strong alumni network
to help students secure internships and job placements.

Q: What makes Cornell a prestigious choice for studying
economics?
A: Cornell's reputation, expert faculty, interdisciplinary opportunities, and strong alumni network
contribute to its prestige in the field of economics education.
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