cornell economics phd application

cornell economics phd application is a critical process for aspiring
economists seeking to further their academic careers at one of the premier
institutions in the United States. This article will explore the intricacies
of the application process, including eligibility requirements, the necessary
documentation, and tips for crafting a compelling application. We will also
discuss the significance of the Cornell Economics Department, the selection
criteria used by the admissions committee, and insights into funding
opportunities. By the end of this article, prospective students will have a
comprehensive understanding of what it takes to apply successfully to the
Cornell Economics PhD program.
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Understanding the Cornell Economics PhD Program

The Cornell Economics PhD program is designed to train the next generation of
economists through rigorous coursework and research. The program emphasizes
the development of strong analytical and quantitative skills, preparing
students for academic positions, research roles, and influential positions in
government and industry. The faculty at Cornell is renowned for their
contributions to various fields within economics, ensuring that students
receive top-notch mentorship and guidance throughout their studies.

The program typically requires students to complete core coursework in
microeconomics, macroeconomics, and econometrics, followed by specialized
electives that allow for deeper exploration of specific areas of interest.
This structure not only equips students with essential knowledge but also
fosters a collaborative environment where ideas can flourish.



Eligibility Requirements

Before applying to the Cornell Economics PhD program, candidates must meet
specific eligibility criteria. These requirements ensure that applicants have
the foundational knowledge and skills necessary to succeed in a demanding
academic environment.

Academic Background

Applicants are generally expected to hold a bachelor’s degree in economics or
a related field, such as mathematics, statistics, or finance. A strong
academic record, particularly in quantitative courses, is essential. Many
successful candidates also have a master's degree, although it is not a
strict requirement.

Standardized Test Scores

Most applicants are required to submit GRE scores. High scores in the
quantitative section are particularly important, as they reflect the
applicant's ability to handle advanced economic modeling and analysis.

Required Application Materials

The Cornell Economics PhD application process involves several key
components. Each element plays a crucial role in presenting the applicant's
qualifications and potential for success in the program.

Transcripts

Official transcripts from all post-secondary institutions attended must be
submitted. These transcripts should exhibit strong performance in relevant
coursework, especially in economics, mathematics, and statistics.

Letters of Recommendation

Applicants are required to provide three letters of recommendation. These
letters should ideally come from individuals who can assess the applicant's
academic abilities and research potential, such as professors or
professionals who have supervised the applicant in a research capacity.

Statement of Purpose

A well-crafted statement of purpose is crucial. This document should
articulate the applicant's research interests, professional goals, and
reasons for choosing Cornell. It should also reflect the applicant's
understanding of the field and how their background aligns with the program’s
strengths.



Resume/CV

A current resume or curriculum vitae (CV) outlining the applicant's academic
achievements, research experience, work history, and relevant skills is also
required.

Application Process and Timeline

Understanding the application process and timeline is essential for
prospective students to ensure they meet all deadlines and requirements.

Application Portal

Applications must be submitted through the Cornell Graduate School's online
application portal. This platform allows candidates to upload their
materials, track their application status, and communicate with the
admissions office.

Deadlines

Deadlines for the application vary by year, but they generally fall in early
December for admission in the following fall semester. Candidates should
regularly check the official Cornell Economics Department website for the
most current deadlines and any potential changes.

Selection Criteria

The admissions committee evaluates applications based on several criteria to
identify candidates who are most likely to succeed in the program.

Academic Performance

Strong academic performance in relevant coursework is a primary
consideration. The committee looks for evidence of quantitative skills and
theoretical understanding.

Research Potential

Demonstrated research potential is another critical factor. This can be shown
through research experience, publications, or a clear articulation of
research interests in the statement of purpose.

Letters of Recommendation

The strength of letters of recommendation also plays a significant role.
Recommendations that provide specific examples of the applicant’s abilities



and contributions are more impactful.

Funding Opportunities

Funding is a significant consideration for many applicants to the Cornell
Economics PhD program. The department offers various forms of financial
support to help students manage their educational expenses.

Assistantships

Most PhD students receive funding through teaching or research
assistantships. These positions not only provide financial support but also
valuable experience in academia.

Fellowships and Grants

In addition to assistantships, students may apply for fellowships and grants
offered by Cornell and external organizations. These awards can provide
additional financial resources and enhance the student’s research
capabilities.

Tips for a Strong Application



