
cornell mps applied economics and management

cornell mps applied economics and management is a dynamic and rigorous program designed to equip students
with the skills necessary for a successful career in various sectors, including finance, policy analysis, and
management. This article will explore the key components of the Cornell Master of Professional Studies (MPS)
in Applied Economics and Management, covering its curriculum, admission requirements, career opportunities, and
the unique advantages of studying at Cornell University. By the end, you will have a comprehensive
understanding of what the program entails and how it can benefit your professional aspirations.
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Program Overview

The Cornell MPS in Applied Economics and Management is a specialized graduate program that emphasizes the
application of economic theory and quantitative methods to solve real-world problems. This program is
designed for individuals seeking to enhance their analytical skills and apply them in various economic and
managerial contexts. The curriculum is interdisciplinary, integrating economics, business management, and policy
analysis, which prepares students for diverse roles in the workforce.

One of the distinguishing features of this program is its focus on experiential learning, allowing students to
engage in hands-on projects that reflect current industry challenges. This practical approach not only
reinforces theoretical knowledge but also enhances students’ problem-solving abilities, making them valuable
assets to potential employers.

Curriculum Details

The curriculum of the Cornell MPS in Applied Economics and Management is structured to provide a
comprehensive understanding of both economic principles and management practices. The program typically spans
one year and includes a variety of core courses and electives.

Core Courses

Students are required to complete a set of core courses that lay the foundation for their advanced studies.
These courses include:



Microeconomic Theory

Macroeconomic Theory

Econometrics

Data Analysis and Management

Managerial Economics

Each of these courses is designed to build critical analytical skills and provide insights into economic behavior
and market dynamics. The strong emphasis on quantitative analysis prepares students to handle complex data
and derive meaningful conclusions from their analyses.

Elective Courses

In addition to core courses, students have the flexibility to choose from a range of electives that cater to
their specific interests and career goals. Some popular elective courses include:

Risk Analysis and Management

Behavioral Economics

Environmental Economics

Financial Management

International Trade and Finance

These electives allow students to tailor their education to align with their professional aspirations, whether
in finance, consulting, or policy-making.

Admission Requirements

Gaining admission to the Cornell MPS in Applied Economics and Management requires meeting certain academic and
professional criteria. The admissions committee looks for candidates who demonstrate a strong foundation in
quantitative analysis and have a clear understanding of their career objectives.

Academic Requirements

Applicants should possess a bachelor’s degree from an accredited institution, preferably in a related field such
as economics, business, or mathematics. Strong academic performance, particularly in quantitative subjects, is
crucial.

Application Components

The application process involves several components, including:



Completed application form

Transcripts from all post-secondary institutions

Letters of recommendation

Statement of purpose

Resume or CV

GRE scores (optional)

Each of these components plays a vital role in the evaluation of an applicant's suitability for the program.
The statement of purpose, in particular, should articulate the applicant’s motivation for pursuing the degree
and how it aligns with their career goals.

Career Opportunities

Graduates of the Cornell MPS in Applied Economics and Management are well-equipped to pursue a variety of
career paths across different sectors. The program's rigorous training in analytical and managerial skills
makes graduates highly sought after by employers.

Industries and Roles

Some common industries that hire graduates include:

Finance and Investment

Consulting

Government and Policy Analysis

Non-profit Organizations

International Development

Position titles for graduates often include economic analyst, policy advisor, financial consultant, and data
analyst. The strong emphasis on practical experience during the program enhances employability and prepares
students for immediate contributions in their chosen fields.

Why Choose Cornell?

Cornell University is renowned for its strong academic reputation and commitment to research and innovation.
The College of Agriculture and Life Sciences, where the MPS program is housed, is a leader in applied economics
and management education.



Networking and Resources

Students benefit from a robust network of alumni and industry connections, which can be instrumental in job
placement. The university offers various resources, including career services, workshops, and networking
events that facilitate connections with potential employers.

Experiential Learning Opportunities

Cornell's emphasis on experiential learning means that students engage in real-world projects and case studies,
often in collaboration with organizations and businesses. This hands-on experience not only enriches the
learning process but also enhances students’ resumes, making them attractive candidates in the job market.

Conclusion

The Cornell MPS in Applied Economics and Management is an exemplary program for individuals seeking to
advance their careers through rigorous academic training and practical experience. With a comprehensive
curriculum, strong industry connections, and a focus on experiential learning, graduates are well-prepared to
tackle complex economic and managerial challenges in their careers. Whether you aim to work in finance, policy,
or management, this program offers the skills and knowledge necessary for success in today’s competitive
landscape.

Q: What is the duration of the Cornell MPS in Applied Economics and
Management program?
A: The program typically spans one year, allowing students to complete the required coursework and gain
practical experience in a condensed timeframe.

Q: Are GRE scores required for admission to the program?
A: GRE scores are optional for applicants, but submitting them may strengthen an application, especially for
those with non-traditional backgrounds.

Q: What kind of hands-on projects can students expect in the program?
A: Students engage in real-world projects that may involve working with local businesses, government
agencies, or non-profits, applying their knowledge to solve practical economic and management issues.

Q: What industries do graduates typically work in after completing the
program?
A: Graduates find opportunities in various sectors, including finance, consulting, government, non-profits, and
international development.

Q: How does the program prepare students for leadership roles?
A: The curriculum focuses on developing analytical, managerial, and leadership skills, enabling students to
take on strategic roles in their future careers.



Q: Can students customize their education within the program?
A: Yes, students can choose from a range of elective courses to tailor their education according to their
specific interests and career goals.

Q: What resources are available to students for career development?
A: Cornell offers various career services, including workshops, networking events, and access to a strong
alumni network, all designed to support students in their job search.

Q: Is the program suitable for individuals with a non-economics background?
A: Yes, the program welcomes applicants from diverse academic backgrounds, provided they demonstrate strong
quantitative skills and a clear motivation for pursuing applied economics and management.

Q: What role does experiential learning play in the curriculum?
A: Experiential learning is a critical component of the curriculum, providing students with hands-on experience
through projects and collaborations that enhance their practical skills.

Q: What support does Cornell offer for international students?
A: Cornell provides various resources for international students, including orientation programs, visa
assistance, and cultural adjustment support to help them succeed academically and socially.
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