
dartmouth phd economics

dartmouth phd economics is an esteemed program designed for individuals aspiring to excel in the field of
economics through rigorous research and academic excellence. The Dartmouth PhD in Economics is known for its
strong emphasis on quantitative methods, theoretical foundations, and empirical analysis, providing students
with the tools necessary to tackle complex economic issues. The program offers a unique blend of a supportive
academic environment, distinguished faculty, and a collaborative atmosphere, preparing graduates for
successful careers in academia, government, and the private sector. This article will explore the details of the
Dartmouth PhD in Economics, including its curriculum, admission requirements, faculty expertise, and career
prospects for graduates.
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Program Overview

The Dartmouth PhD in Economics program is designed to cultivate the next generation of economic thinkers and
leaders. Established within the prestigious Dartmouth College, the program prides itself on a rigorous academic
framework that encourages in-depth research and critical thinking. Students are equipped with essential
analytical skills and are trained to apply economic theories to real-world issues. The program typically
spans five years, during which students engage in coursework, comprehensive exams, and dissertation research.

One of the distinguishing features of the Dartmouth program is its intimate setting. With a relatively small
cohort of students, faculty members can provide personalized mentorship, fostering a close-knit academic
community. This environment facilitates collaboration among peers and encourages the exchange of innovative
ideas.

Curriculum Structure

The curriculum of the Dartmouth PhD in Economics is meticulously structured to ensure that students acquire
both theoretical knowledge and practical skills. The program includes core courses, elective courses, and
comprehensive examinations, culminating in a dissertation project.

Core Courses

Core courses lay the foundation for advanced economic study. These courses typically cover essential topics



such as:

Microeconomic Theory

Macroeconomic Theory

Econometrics

Applied Microeconomics

Applied Macroeconomics

Through these core courses, students develop a strong grasp of economic principles and methodologies, which
are critical for advanced research.

Elective Courses

In addition to core courses, students have the opportunity to choose elective courses that align with their
research interests. Electives may cover specialized areas such as:

Behavioral Economics

Development Economics

Labor Economics

International Economics

Public Economics

This flexibility allows students to tailor their education to their specific interests, enhancing their expertise in
their chosen fields.

Comprehensive Examinations

After completing coursework, students must pass comprehensive examinations, which test their understanding
of core economic theories and methodologies. These exams are a critical milestone in the PhD journey, as they
assess the readiness of students to embark on their dissertation research.

Admission Requirements

Gaining admission to the Dartmouth PhD in Economics program is competitive and requires a strong academic
background. Applicants must meet several criteria to be considered for this prestigious program.

Academic Prerequisites

Prospective students are expected to hold a bachelor's degree in economics or a related field. A solid
foundation in mathematics, statistics, and economics is essential. Many successful applicants have also
completed master's level coursework in economics.



Application Components

The application process typically requires the following components:

Completed application form

Official transcripts from all post-secondary institutions

Letters of recommendation (usually three)

Statement of purpose outlining research interests and career goals

GRE scores, although some programs may waive this requirement

These components collectively assess the academic capabilities and research potential of applicants, ensuring
a rigorous selection process.

Faculty and Research Opportunities

The faculty at Dartmouth’s Economics Department comprises distinguished scholars and practitioners who are
leaders in various fields of economics. Their expertise spans a wide array of topics, providing students ample
opportunities for mentorship and collaboration.

Research Areas

Students are encouraged to engage in research that aligns with faculty interests. Common research areas
include:

Economic Policy Analysis

Quantitative Methods in Economics

Environmental Economics

Health Economics

Market Behavior and Consumer Choices

Through involvement in research projects, students enhance their analytical skills and contribute to
meaningful economic discourse.

Collaborative Research Environment

The collaborative nature of the Dartmouth PhD program promotes a culture of inquiry and innovation.
Students often work alongside faculty on research initiatives, gaining practical experience and insights into the
research process. This collaboration is invaluable in preparing students for their own dissertation work and
future academic careers.



Career Prospects

Graduates of the Dartmouth PhD in Economics program are well-equipped to embark on successful careers in a
variety of sectors. The skills and knowledge acquired during the program open doors to numerous employment
opportunities.

Academic Careers

Many graduates pursue academic positions at universities and research institutions. They contribute to the
advancement of economic knowledge through teaching and publication of scholarly articles. The rigorous
training received at Dartmouth prepares them for the demands of academia.

Industry and Government Positions

In addition to academia, graduates often find positions in:

Government agencies

International organizations

Nonprofit organizations

Private sector companies

Consulting firms

These roles leverage the analytical and quantitative skills developed during the program, enabling graduates
to influence economic policy, conduct impactful research, and drive business strategies.

Conclusion

The Dartmouth PhD in Economics stands out as a premier program for aspiring economists, combining rigorous
academic training with a collaborative research environment. With a strong curriculum, distinguished faculty,
and excellent career prospects, graduates leave the program equipped to make significant contributions to the
field of economics. The journey through the Dartmouth PhD program is not only about acquiring knowledge but
also about developing the skills necessary to address pressing economic challenges in today's world.

Q: What is the duration of the Dartmouth PhD in Economics program?
A: The Dartmouth PhD in Economics program typically takes about five years to complete, including
coursework, comprehensive exams, and dissertation research.

Q: What are the core courses in the Dartmouth PhD Economics program?
A: Core courses include Microeconomic Theory, Macroeconomic Theory, Econometrics, Applied Microeconomics,
and Applied Macroeconomics, providing a solid foundation for advanced study.



Q: Is a master's degree required for admission to the program?
A: A master's degree is not strictly required, but having one can strengthen an application. A strong
background in economics and mathematics is essential.

Q: What types of research opportunities are available to PhD students?
A: PhD students can collaborate with faculty on various research projects covering topics such as economic
policy analysis, environmental economics, and labor economics.

Q: What are the career prospects for graduates of this program?
A: Graduates often pursue careers in academia, government, international organizations, and the private
sector, leveraging their skills in analysis and research.

Q: How competitive is the admission process for the Dartmouth PhD in
Economics?
A: The admission process is highly competitive, with a strong emphasis on academic performance, recommendation
letters, and a well-articulated statement of purpose.

Q: Are GRE scores required for the application?
A: GRE scores are typically required, although some programs may waive this requirement based on certain
conditions.

Q: What kind of faculty can students expect to work with?
A: Students work with distinguished faculty members who are leaders in various fields of economics, offering
mentorship and guidance throughout their research.

Q: Can students choose elective courses?
A: Yes, students can select elective courses that align with their research interests, allowing for a tailored
educational experience.

Q: What is the significance of comprehensive exams in the PhD program?
A: Comprehensive exams assess students' readiness to proceed to dissertation research, testing their
understanding of core economic theories and methodologies.
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