
duke economics phd students
duke economics phd students are an integral part of the vibrant academic community at Duke
University, one of the leading institutions for economic research and education. The PhD program in
economics at Duke is renowned for its rigorous curriculum, distinguished faculty, and a collaborative
environment that fosters innovative research. In this article, we will delve into the structure of the
Duke economics PhD program, the research opportunities available, and the career trajectories of its
graduates. Furthermore, we will explore the unique aspects that make Duke a compelling choice for
prospective PhD candidates in economics.

This comprehensive overview will cover the following topics:

Program Structure

Research Opportunities

Faculty Expertise

Career Outcomes

Student Life and Community

Program Structure

The Duke economics PhD program is designed to provide students with a thorough grounding in
economic theory and quantitative methods. The program typically spans five to six years and consists
of coursework, qualifying exams, and dissertation research.

Core Coursework

In the initial years, students engage in core coursework that covers essential areas of economics,
including microeconomics, macroeconomics, and econometrics. This foundational knowledge is crucial
for developing the analytical skills necessary for advanced research.

The curriculum includes courses such as:

Microeconomic Theory

Macroeconomic Theory

Econometric Methods

Game Theory



Applied Econometrics

These courses are designed to challenge students intellectually and prepare them for their qualifying
exams, which assess their understanding of the core concepts.

Qualifying Exams

After completing the core coursework, students must pass a series of qualifying exams. These exams
evaluate their mastery of the fundamental areas of economics and serve as a critical milestone in
their academic journey. Successful completion of these exams allows students to move on to the
dissertation phase of the program.

Dissertation Research

The dissertation is a pivotal component of the Duke economics PhD program. Students work closely
with faculty advisors to develop original research that contributes to the field of economics. This
process involves identifying a research question, conducting empirical analysis, and presenting
findings in a scholarly manner.

The dissertation phase typically begins in the third year and may take several years to complete.
Students are encouraged to publish their research in academic journals, enhancing their professional
profiles and contributing to the broader academic community.

Research Opportunities

Research is a cornerstone of the Duke economics PhD program, with students having access to a
wealth of resources and support for their projects. The faculty's diverse research interests provide
students with a variety of topics to explore.

Research Centers and Initiatives

Duke hosts several research centers and initiatives that facilitate collaboration and innovation in
economic research. These include:

The Center for Advanced Hindsight

The Duke Global Health Institute

The Research Network on Economic Mobility

The Duke Energy Initiative



These centers allow PhD students to engage in interdisciplinary research and address complex
economic issues from multiple perspectives.

Conferences and Workshops

Duke economics PhD students are also encouraged to participate in conferences and workshops.
These events provide platforms for presenting research, receiving feedback, and networking with
professionals in the field. The department frequently hosts guest speakers and workshops that enrich
the academic experience.

Faculty Expertise

The faculty at Duke's economics department comprises leading scholars who are renowned for their
contributions to various subfields of economics. Their expertise spans areas such as behavioral
economics, labor economics, development economics, and environmental economics.

Collaborative Environment

Duke fosters a collaborative environment where students can engage with faculty members on
research projects. This mentorship is invaluable for PhD students as they navigate their academic
journeys. Faculty members are accessible, providing guidance and support throughout the
dissertation process.

Notable Faculty Members

Some notable faculty members include:

Professor Richard L. Smith - known for his work in econometrics and statistical methods

Professor Emma Rasiel - an expert in labor economics and public policy

Professor David L. Lichtenstein - focused on behavioral and experimental economics

These faculty members contribute to the rich academic environment that Duke offers, enabling
students to thrive in their research endeavors.

Career Outcomes



Duke economics PhD graduates are well-prepared for a variety of career paths. The program equips
students with the analytical skills and research experience needed to excel in academia, industry, and
government.

Academic Careers

Many graduates pursue academic positions at universities and colleges around the world. They
contribute to the field through teaching and research, often securing tenure-track roles.

Industry and Government Positions

Other graduates find opportunities in the private sector and government agencies. They may work as
economists, data analysts, or policy advisors in organizations such as:

World Bank

Federal Reserve

International Monetary Fund

Private consulting firms

These roles leverage the quantitative and analytical skills honed during their PhD studies.

Student Life and Community

The student experience at Duke extends beyond academics. The economics department promotes a
strong sense of community among its PhD students.

Networking and Social Events

Students participate in various networking and social events, fostering relationships that enhance
their professional and personal lives. These events may include:

Departmental seminars

Social gatherings

Student-led conferences



Such activities create a supportive network that is essential for navigating the challenges of PhD life.

Support Services

Duke provides numerous support services for its students, including academic advising, mental health
resources, and career counseling. These services are designed to help students thrive both
academically and personally during their time in the program.

By choosing to pursue a PhD in economics at Duke University, students become part of a
distinguished program that prepares them for success in various careers while providing a rich and
supportive academic environment.

Q: What are the admission requirements for Duke economics
PhD students?
A: The admission requirements for Duke’s economics PhD program typically include a completed
application form, GRE scores, transcripts from previous academic institutions, letters of
recommendation, and a statement of purpose outlining the applicant's research interests and career
goals.

Q: How long does it take to complete the Duke economics PhD
program?
A: The Duke economics PhD program generally takes five to six years to complete, depending on the
student's progress and the time required to finish their dissertation research.

Q: What type of financial aid is available for Duke economics
PhD students?
A: Duke offers various forms of financial aid for PhD students, including fellowships, teaching
assistantships, and research assistantships, which often cover tuition and provide a stipend for living
expenses.

Q: Are there opportunities for interdisciplinary research
within the program?
A: Yes, Duke encourages interdisciplinary research, allowing economics PhD students to collaborate
with other departments and research centers, enhancing the scope and impact of their work.

Q: What skills do Duke economics PhD graduates typically



possess?
A: Duke economics PhD graduates possess strong analytical and quantitative skills, advanced
knowledge of economic theory, and the ability to conduct rigorous empirical research, making them
well-suited for various professional roles.

Q: Can students publish their research while in the program?
A: Yes, Duke economics PhD students are encouraged to publish their research findings in academic
journals and present at conferences, which helps build their academic profiles.

Q: What support does Duke provide for career placement
after graduation?
A: Duke's economics department offers career counseling, workshops, and networking opportunities
to assist PhD graduates in finding positions in academia, industry, or government.

Q: Is there a strong sense of community among Duke
economics PhD students?
A: Yes, the Duke economics department promotes a collaborative and supportive community through
various social and academic events, fostering relationships among students and faculty.

Q: What are some common career paths for Duke economics
PhD graduates?
A: Common career paths for Duke economics PhD graduates include academic positions at
universities, roles in government agencies, and positions in private sector firms, particularly in
research and data analysis.

Q: How does the Duke economics PhD program compare to
other top programs?
A: The Duke economics PhD program is highly regarded for its rigorous academic training,
distinguished faculty, and strong research opportunities, making it competitive with other top
economics programs in the United States and globally.
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