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economics cal poly is a vibrant field of study that encompasses a wide variety of
theories, practices, and applications. At California Polytechnic State University, commonly
known as Cal Poly, the Economics program provides students with a solid foundation in
economic principles, analytical skills, and practical applications that prepare them for
diverse careers. This article will explore the Economics program at Cal Poly, including its
curriculum, faculty, research opportunities, and career prospects for graduates. By the
end of this article, readers will have a comprehensive understanding of what makes the
economics program at Cal Poly a compelling choice for students interested in this dynamic
field.
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Overview of the Economics Program at Cal Poly

The Economics program at Cal Poly is designed to equip students with an understanding
of economic theory and its real-world applications. The program emphasizes both
quantitative and qualitative analysis, ensuring students are well-prepared for the
complexities of the economic landscape. Cal Poly's "learn by doing" philosophy is evident
in the economics curriculum, which blends rigorous academic instruction with practical
experience.

Students have the opportunity to engage in projects, internships, and research initiatives
that allow them to apply their knowledge in practical settings. The program also
encourages interdisciplinary learning, enabling students to explore connections between
economics and fields such as political science, sociology, and environmental studies.

Curriculum and Course Offerings

The curriculum for the Economics program at Cal Poly covers a broad spectrum of topics



essential for understanding modern economies. Core courses typically include
Microeconomics, Macroeconomics, Econometrics, and International Economics. Students
also have the flexibility to choose electives that align with their specific interests.

Core Courses

Core courses provide a foundation in economic theory and practice. Key courses include:

Microeconomics: This course focuses on individual and firm behavior, market
structures, and the allocation of resources.

Macroeconomics: Students analyze aggregate economic phenomena, including
national income, inflation, and unemployment.

Econometrics: A critical course that teaches statistical methods for analyzing
economic data and testing hypotheses.

International Economics: This course explores trade theories, exchange rates, and
the impact of globalization.

Elective Courses

Beyond core courses, students can tailor their education through a variety of electives,
such as:

Behavioral Economics: Analyzes how psychological factors influence economic
decisions.

Environmental Economics: Focuses on the economic aspects of environmental
policies and sustainable practices.

Labor Economics: Examines the dynamics of labor markets, wage determination,
and employment policies.

Faculty and Research Opportunities

The faculty of the Economics program at Cal Poly consists of experienced professionals
and scholars who bring a wealth of knowledge to the classroom. Many faculty members



are actively engaged in research, providing students with opportunities to work alongside
them on various projects. This collaboration not only enhances the learning experience but
also allows students to contribute to meaningful research in the field of economics.

Research Areas

Faculty research spans a diverse array of topics, including:

Development Economics: Investigating economic development processes in low-
income countries.

Health Economics: Analyzing the economic aspects of healthcare systems and
policies.

Public Policy: Evaluating the effectiveness of government policies on economic
outcomes.

Student Research and Projects

Students are encouraged to engage in their own research projects, often culminating in
presentations at conferences or publication in academic journals. This hands-on
experience is invaluable for those considering graduate studies or careers in research-
oriented roles.

Career Opportunities for Economics Graduates

Graduates of the Economics program at Cal Poly are well-equipped to enter a variety of
fields. The analytical skills, quantitative techniques, and economic theory knowledge
gained during their studies make them competitive candidates in the job market.

Potential Career Paths

Economics graduates can pursue careers in numerous sectors, including:

Government: Roles in economic policy analysis, data analysis, and public
administration.

Private Sector: Positions in finance, consulting, market research, and corporate



strategy.

Nonprofit Organizations: Opportunities in economic development, policy advocacy,
and research.

Graduate Studies

Many graduates choose to further their education by pursuing master's or doctoral
degrees in economics, public policy, business, or related fields. Graduate programs often
appreciate the rigorous training and analytical skills that Cal Poly economics graduates
possess.

Student Life and Extracurricular Activities

Student life at Cal Poly is vibrant and engaging, offering numerous opportunities for
involvement outside the classroom. The university supports various student organizations,
including economics clubs and honor societies, which facilitate networking and
professional development.

Clubs and Organizations

Economics students can join clubs such as:

Economics Club: A student-run organization that hosts events, workshops, and
guest speakers to foster interest in economics.

Investment Club: Provides insights into financial markets and investment
strategies.

Model United Nations: Offers students a chance to engage in international
economic discussions and simulations.

Internships and Networking

Cal Poly’s strong connections with local businesses and industries facilitate internship
opportunities, allowing students to gain practical experience while building professional
networks. These internships are critical for enhancing employability and gaining insights



into various career paths.

Conclusion

The Economics program at Cal Poly is a robust and comprehensive educational pathway
that prepares students for successful careers in various fields. With a strong curriculum,
dedicated faculty, and ample research opportunities, students are well-equipped to
navigate the complexities of the economic landscape. Moreover, the vibrant student life
and extracurricular activities enhance the educational experience, providing a well-
rounded approach to learning. For prospective students interested in economics, Cal Poly
stands out as an excellent choice for academic and professional growth.

Q: What degrees are offered in the Economics program
at Cal Poly?
A: The Economics program at Cal Poly offers a Bachelor of Arts and a Bachelor of Science
in Economics. Both degrees provide a strong foundation in economic theory and practical
applications.

Q: Are there opportunities for internships in the
Economics program?
A: Yes, the Economics program at Cal Poly encourages internships, and many students
participate in internships with local businesses, government agencies, and non-profit
organizations to gain practical experience.

Q: Can students engage in research during their
studies?
A: Absolutely. Students have the opportunity to collaborate with faculty on research
projects, which allows them to gain valuable experience and contribute to meaningful
work in the field of economics.

Q: What are the career prospects for graduates of the
Economics program?
A: Graduates of the Economics program at Cal Poly have diverse career prospects,
including roles in government, private sector finance, consulting, and non-profit
organizations. Many also pursue graduate studies.



Q: How does Cal Poly’s "learn by doing" philosophy
apply to Economics?
A: Cal Poly's "learn by doing" philosophy is integrated into the Economics program
through hands-on projects, internships, and practical applications of economic theories,
fostering real-world skills alongside academic knowledge.

Q: What types of elective courses are available in the
Economics program?
A: The Economics program offers a wide range of elective courses, including Behavioral
Economics, Environmental Economics, and Labor Economics, allowing students to tailor
their education to their interests.

Q: Is there a strong network for Economics students at
Cal Poly?
A: Yes, Cal Poly has a vibrant student community with various clubs and organizations,
such as the Economics Club, which provides networking opportunities and professional
development for students.

Q: What distinguishes Cal Poly's Economics program
from others?
A: Cal Poly's Economics program is distinguished by its hands-on learning approach,
experienced faculty, strong local connections for internships, and a focus on real-world
applications of economic principles.
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