economics extended essay questions

economics extended essay questions are crucial for students pursuing the International
Baccalaureate (IB) Diploma Programme. These questions serve as a foundation for in-depth research
and analysis in the field of economics, allowing students to explore various economic theories,
concepts, and real-world applications. Crafting an effective extended essay requires not only a solid
understanding of economic principles but also the ability to formulate a focused and compelling
research question. This article will delve into the importance of selecting appropriate economics
extended essay questions, provide examples of potential questions, discuss the structure of the
essay, and offer tips for successful research and writing.
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Understanding Economics Extended Essay Questions

Economics extended essay questions are designed to encourage students to investigate a specific
topic within the field of economics. These questions should be clear, focused, and researchable,
allowing students to explore economic issues in depth. The aim is to not only demonstrate knowledge
of economic concepts but also to develop critical thinking and analytical skills.

When selecting a question, it is essential to ensure that it aligns with the IB criteria for extended
essays. This includes ensuring that the question is sufficiently narrow to allow for detailed analysis,
the availability of relevant data, and the feasibility of conducting research within the given timeframe.
A well-formulated question can significantly enhance the quality of the essay and the overall learning
experience.

Examples of Effective Economics Extended Essay
Questions

Choosing the right question is a pivotal step in the extended essay process. Below are examples of
effective economics extended essay questions that can inspire students:

e To what extent do government subsidies impact the agricultural sector's productivity in [specific
country]?

e How has the introduction of a minimum wage affected employment levels in [specific industry]



in [specific location]?
e What is the effect of inflation on consumer spending in [specific country] over the past decade?
e How do exchange rate fluctuations influence international trade in [specific commodity]?

¢ In what ways does behavioral economics explain consumer decision-making in the context of
[specific product or industry]?

These questions reflect various economic concepts and can lead to extensive research opportunities.
Students should consider their interests and the availability of data when selecting a question to
ensure an engaging research process.

Structure of an Economics Extended Essay

The structure of an economics extended essay typically follows a standard format, which includes the
following sections:

1. Introduction: This section introduces the research question, provides background information,
and outlines the significance of the study.

2. Literature Review: This part reviews existing literature relevant to the research question,
highlighting key theories and findings.

3. Methodology: This section describes the research methods used to gather data and analyze
the economic issue.

4. Analysis and Findings: Here, the student presents and analyzes the data collected,
discussing its implications in relation to the research question.

5. Conclusion: This final section summarizes the findings, reflects on the research process, and
suggests areas for further research.

Each section should be well-organized and coherent, leading the reader through the research process
and supporting the argument being made. Clarity and logical flow are essential to ensure that the
essay is persuasive and informative.

Research Methods for Economics Extended Essays

Effective research is integral to a successful economics extended essay. Students should employ a
variety of research methods to gather relevant data and insights. Some common research methods
include:

e Quantitative Research: This involves collecting numerical data that can be statistically
analyzed to identify trends and relationships.



¢ Qualitative Research: This method focuses on non-numerical data, such as interviews and
case studies, to gain a deeper understanding of economic phenomena.

e Comparative Analysis: This involves comparing different economic scenarios, policies, or data
sets to draw conclusions about their effectiveness or impact.

e Surveys and Questionnaires: These tools can be used to gather opinions and behaviors from
a specific population to inform the research question.

Students should choose the research methods that best fit their questions and ensure that they have
access to the necessary data. Properly documenting sources and maintaining academic integrity is
also crucial throughout the research process.

Tips for Writing a Successful Extended Essay

Writing an economics extended essay requires careful planning and execution. Here are some tips to
help students succeed:

e Start Early: Begin the research and writing process as early as possible to allow ample time for
revisions and feedback.

* Seek Feedback: Regularly consult with supervisors or peers to gain insights and constructive
criticism on the essay's progress.

e Stay Focused: Keep the research question at the forefront to ensure that all sections of the
essay remain relevant and aligned with the original aim.

e Edit and Revise: Allocate time for editing to enhance clarity, coherence, and overall quality.
Proofreading is essential to eliminate grammatical errors and improve presentation.

* Follow IB Guidelines: Adhere to the specific criteria set by the IB for extended essays,
including citation styles and formatting requirements.

By following these tips, students can enhance the quality of their extended essays and foster a
meaningful exploration of economic issues.

Closing Remarks

Economics extended essay questions play a vital role in shaping the research and analytical skills of
IB students. By selecting a focused and relevant question, structuring the essay effectively, employing
appropriate research methods, and following best writing practices, students can produce compelling
essays that reflect their understanding of economic concepts. The extended essay not only
contributes to students' academic growth but also prepares them for future academic and
professional pursuits in economics and related fields.



Q: What is an economics extended essay?

A: An economics extended essay is a research project conducted by International Baccalaureate (IB)
Diploma Programme students that allows them to explore a specific topic within the field of
economics in detail, culminating in a formal written essay.

Q: How do | choose a good research question for my
economics extended essay?

A: To choose a good research question, ensure it is focused, researchable, and relevant to current
economic issues. Consider your interests, the availability of data, and the scope of the question to
ensure it can be explored adequately within the essay.

Q: What are some common topics for economics extended
essays?

A: Common topics include market structures, the impact of government policies, international trade,
consumer behavior, and economic development. Students should aim for topics that allow for in-
depth analysis and access to relevant data.

Q: How important is the structure of the extended essay?

A: The structure is crucial as it provides a clear framework for presenting research findings. A well-
organized essay helps guide the reader through your argument and enhances the overall coherence
and quality of the work.

Q: Can | use primary data for my economics extended essay?

A: Yes, using primary data, such as surveys or interviews, can enrich your research. However, ensure
that you have a clear methodology for collecting and analyzing this data.

Q: What are the IB criteria for assessing an economics
extended essay?

A: The IB assesses extended essays based on criteria such as the research question, understanding
and application of economic concepts, analysis and evaluation of data, and the structure and clarity of
the writing.

Q: How long should my economics extended essay be?

A: The economics extended essay should be between 3,500 and 4,000 words, excluding the abstract,
acknowledgments, and references.



Q: Is it necessary to include graphs and tables in my essay?

A: Including graphs and tables can enhance your analysis and provide visual representation of data.
They should be used where relevant to support your arguments and findings.

Q: What is the importance of a literature review in an
economics extended essay?

A: A literature review is important as it situates your research within the existing body of knowledge,
identifies gaps, and demonstrates your understanding of the relevant economic theories and
concepts.

Q: How can | ensure academic integrity in my extended essay?

A: To ensure academic integrity, properly cite all sources using the appropriate citation style, avoid
plagiarism, and acknowledge the contributions of others to your research.
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