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economics major umass is an academically rigorous program that prepares students for a wide
range of careers in various fields such as finance, government, and academia. The University of
Massachusetts Amherst (UMass Amherst) offers a comprehensive curriculum that emphasizes both
theoretical and applied economics, making it an attractive choice for students interested in
understanding economic principles and their real-world applications. This article provides an in-
depth look at the economics major at UMass, covering the curriculum, faculty, career opportunities,
and resources available to students. Additionally, it will explore the unique aspects of the program
that set it apart from other institutions.
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Overview of the Economics Major at UMass

The economics major at UMass Amherst is part of the College of Social and Behavioral Sciences. The
program is designed to provide students with a robust understanding of economic theory,
quantitative analysis, and policy implications. UMass Amherst is recognized for its commitment to
research and education, making it a leading institution for aspiring economists.

Students pursuing an economics major at UMass are encouraged to engage critically with economic
issues, both locally and globally. This major not only equips students with analytical skills but also
fosters a deep understanding of economic systems, which is essential in today’s complex world. The
program is structured to ensure that students receive a balanced education that combines both
theoretical knowledge and practical application.

Curriculum and Course Structure

The curriculum for the economics major at UMass is carefully crafted to cover a range of topics
essential for a comprehensive understanding of economics.



Core Courses

The core courses required for economics majors include:

e Principles of Microeconomics
¢ Principles of Macroeconomics
¢ Intermediate Microeconomic Theory
¢ Intermediate Macroeconomic Theory

¢ Econometrics

These courses lay the foundation for understanding key economic concepts and methodologies.

Elective Courses

In addition to core courses, students have the opportunity to choose from a diverse array of elective
courses, which may include:

e Labor Economics

e Environmental Economics

e Development Economics

e International Trade

e Public Finance

These electives allow students to tailor their education to their specific interests and career goals,
providing a well-rounded academic experience.

Capstone Experience

As part of their education, students are encouraged to engage in a capstone project or thesis that
showcases their knowledge and research skills. This experience is crucial for developing critical
thinking and analytical abilities, as students are required to apply economic theories to real-world
problems.



Faculty and Research Opportunities

UMass boasts a distinguished faculty known for their expertise in various fields of economics. The
faculty members are not only dedicated educators but also active researchers who contribute to the
field through their scholarly work.

Research Areas

Students have the opportunity to collaborate with faculty on research projects in areas such as:

e Behavioral Economics

e Economic Policy Analysis

e Health Economics

¢ Quantitative Economic Methods

¢ Financial Markets

These research opportunities provide students with practical experience and enhance their
academic credentials.

Publications and Conferences

Students are encouraged to participate in academic conferences and publish their research findings.
This exposure to the academic community is invaluable for those considering graduate studies or
careers in research-oriented positions.

Career Paths for Economics Graduates

Graduates of the economics major at UMass are well-prepared for various career paths due to their
strong analytical and quantitative skills.

Employment Opportunities

Common career fields for economics graduates include:

e Finance and Banking
e Consulting

e Government and Public Policy



e Non-Profit Organizations

e Academia and Research Institutions

These roles leverage the skills acquired during the program, such as data analysis, critical thinking,
and economic reasoning.

Graduate Studies

Many economics majors choose to pursue further studies in graduate programs such as:

e Master’s in Economics
e Master’s in Public Policy
e Master’s in Business Administration (MBA)

¢ Doctorate in Economics

Graduate education can open doors to advanced positions in research, policy-making, and academia.

Student Resources and Support

UMass provides numerous resources to support economics students throughout their academic
journey.

Advising and Mentorship

Academic advising is available to help students plan their coursework effectively and explore career
options. Faculty mentorship is also encouraged, allowing students to build relationships with
professors who can guide them in their academic and professional pursuits.

Internships and Networking

The university has strong connections with businesses and organizations, facilitating internship
opportunities that provide real-world experience. Networking events and career fairs are regularly
organized to help students connect with potential employers.

Clubs and Organizations

Students are encouraged to participate in economics-related clubs and organizations, such as the
Economics Club, which offers opportunities for professional development, guest speakers, and



workshops.

Conclusion

The economics major at UMass Amherst is a robust program that equips students with essential
skills and knowledge for a successful career in economics or further academic pursuits. With a well-
rounded curriculum, access to distinguished faculty, and abundant resources, students are well-
prepared to tackle complex economic issues in their future careers. The program emphasizes both
theoretical understanding and practical application, making it an ideal choice for those passionate
about economics.

Q: What are the admission requirements for the economics
major at UMass?

A: The admission requirements for the economics major at UMass include a completed application
form, high school transcripts, standardized test scores (if applicable), and letters of
recommendation. Prospective students should also demonstrate a strong interest in economics and
related fields.

Q: Can I double major while studying economics at UMass?

A: Yes, many students choose to double major while studying economics at UMass. The program is
flexible and allows students to combine their interests in other disciplines, such as political science,
finance, or mathematics.

Q: What types of internships are available for economics
students?

A: Internships for economics students can be found in various sectors, including finance,
government agencies, non-profit organizations, and private consulting firms. The university’s career
services office helps students find internship opportunities.

Q: How does the UMass economics program prepare students
for graduate studies?

A: The UMass economics program prepares students for graduate studies by emphasizing research
skills, analytical thinking, and a solid understanding of economic theory. Students are encouraged to
engage in research projects and build relationships with faculty, which can be beneficial for
graduate school applications.

Q: What are some popular elective courses in the economics



major?

A: Popular elective courses in the economics major at UMass include Labor Economics,
Environmental Economics, Development Economics, and International Trade. These courses allow
students to explore specific areas of interest within the field of economics.

Q: Are there opportunities for undergraduate research in the
economics program?

A: Yes, there are numerous opportunities for undergraduate research in the economics program at
UMass. Students can collaborate with faculty on research projects and may also have the chance to
present their findings at academic conferences.

Q: What career services does UMass provide for economics
graduates?

A: UMass offers a range of career services for economics graduates, including resume workshops,
interview preparation, job search assistance, and networking events. These resources are designed
to help students transition successfully into the workforce.

Q: Is studying abroad an option for economics majors at
UMass?

A: Yes, studying abroad is an option for economics majors at UMass. The university offers various
programs that allow students to gain international experience while studying economics in different
cultural contexts.

Q: What skills do students develop in the economics major?

A: Students in the economics major develop a variety of skills, including quantitative analysis,
critical thinking, data interpretation, and effective communication. These skills are highly valued in
many career fields, including finance, policy analysis, and academia.
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