
economics major umd
economics major umd is a prominent academic program at the University of Maryland that equips
students with essential skills and knowledge to navigate the complexities of economic theories and
real-world applications. The program stands out due to its comprehensive curriculum, distinguished
faculty, and vibrant campus environment. This article will explore the various aspects of the
economics major at UMD, including the curriculum structure, opportunities for research and
internships, potential career paths for graduates, and the benefits of studying economics at this
prestigious institution. By the end of this article, prospective students will have a clear
understanding of what to expect and how to succeed in the economics major at UMD.
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Overview of the Economics Major at UMD
The economics major at the University of Maryland is designed to provide students with a robust
understanding of economic principles and their application in various contexts. This program is
housed within the College of Behavioral and Social Sciences and is recognized for its rigorous
academic standards and innovative teaching methods. Students in this major are encouraged to
develop critical thinking skills, analytical abilities, and a deep understanding of economic systems.

The program offers a balanced approach, blending theoretical foundations with practical
applications. Students engage with topics ranging from microeconomics and macroeconomics to
specialized areas such as international economics and labor economics. Additionally, the program
emphasizes the importance of quantitative methods, preparing students to analyze data effectively
and make informed economic decisions.

Curriculum Structure
The curriculum for the economics major at UMD is structured to ensure that students gain a
comprehensive understanding of both theoretical and applied economics. The program typically



requires the completion of core courses, elective courses, and a capstone project or research
experience.

Core Courses
Core courses are foundational classes that all economics majors must complete. These courses cover
essential topics and methodologies, including:

Principles of Microeconomics

Principles of Macroeconomics

Intermediate Microeconomic Theory

Intermediate Macroeconomic Theory

Econometrics

These core courses lay the groundwork for more advanced studies and allow students to develop a
solid understanding of key economic concepts and theories.

Elective Courses
In addition to core courses, students can choose from a variety of elective courses to tailor their
education to their interests and career goals. Electives may include topics such as:

Environmental Economics

Health Economics

Development Economics

Industrial Organization

Public Finance

These electives provide students with the opportunity to explore specific areas of economics in depth
and gain insights into real-world economic issues.

Capstone and Research Experience
A capstone project or research experience is often required to complete the economics major. This
component allows students to apply their knowledge to real-world problems, conduct research, and
present their findings. Many students choose to work with faculty on research projects, gaining
valuable experience that enhances their academic profile.



Research and Internship Opportunities
The economics program at UMD emphasizes the importance of research and practical experience.
Students are encouraged to engage in research projects that align with their academic and career
aspirations. The university offers various resources to support student research, including access to
economic databases, faculty mentorship, and research grants.

Research Opportunities
Research opportunities are abundant at UMD, with many faculty members conducting cutting-edge
research in various fields of economics. Students can participate in:

Undergraduate research assistant positions

Independent study projects

Collaborative research with faculty

Participation in economics conferences

These experiences not only enhance students' understanding of economics but also prepare them for
graduate studies or careers in research-oriented fields.

Internship Programs
Internships are a critical component of the economics major at UMD, providing students with
invaluable hands-on experience. The university has established partnerships with various
organizations, including government agencies, non-profits, and private firms, to facilitate internship
placements. Students can benefit from:

Real-world experience in economic analysis

Networking opportunities with professionals in the field

Enhanced employability upon graduation

Internships allow students to apply theoretical knowledge in practical settings, making them more
competitive in the job market.

Career Paths for Economics Graduates


