
economics uc davis requirements
economics uc davis requirements are essential for prospective students aiming to pursue a
degree in economics at the University of California, Davis. This article outlines the specific academic
prerequisites, application process, and additional considerations for students interested in the
economics program. Emphasizing the importance of understanding these requirements, the article
also provides guidance on what applicants can do to strengthen their candidacy and succeed in this
competitive field. From coursework to GPA expectations, this comprehensive guide will equip you with
the knowledge needed to navigate the admissions landscape for economics at UC Davis.
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Overview of the Economics Program
The economics program at UC Davis is designed to provide students with a robust understanding of
economic theory, quantitative analysis, and real-world applications. Students are trained to analyze
complex economic issues and develop solutions based on empirical data and theoretical frameworks.
The program is known for its interdisciplinary approach, incorporating elements from political science,
sociology, and environmental science.

UC Davis offers a Bachelor of Arts (BA) and a Bachelor of Science (BS) in economics, allowing students
to choose a path that aligns with their career goals and interests. The BA program focuses more on
qualitative analysis and policy implications, while the BS program delves deeper into mathematical
and statistical methods.

Admission Requirements for Economics Major
To apply for the economics major at UC Davis, students must meet specific admission criteria that
demonstrate their preparedness for rigorous academic work. These requirements include both
academic qualifications and standardized testing scores.



Academic Qualifications
Applicants must have completed the following high school coursework:

Four years of English

Three years of mathematics (including algebra, geometry, and advanced algebra)

Two years of a foreign language

Two years of laboratory science (biology, chemistry, or physics)

One year of social science

In addition to the coursework, students are expected to maintain a competitive GPA—typically above
3.0 on a 4.0 scale. This GPA should reflect their performance in both high school and any completed
college coursework.

Standardized Testing
As of recent admissions cycles, UC Davis has adopted a test-optional policy regarding standardized
tests such as the SAT and ACT. This means that while students may submit their scores for
consideration, they are not required to do so. However, strong standardized test scores may enhance
a student's application, particularly if their GPA is on the lower end of the spectrum.

General Education Requirements
Aside from the major-specific courses, students must also fulfill general education requirements that
cover a broad range of disciplines. These requirements ensure that graduates possess a well-rounded
education and can engage with diverse perspectives.

Core Areas of Study
The general education curriculum typically includes:

Social Sciences

Humanities

Natural Sciences

Mathematics

Arts

Students should consult the UC Davis catalog for the most current information regarding specific



courses that fulfill these categories, as requirements may change over time.

Application Process
The application process for UC Davis includes several key components that prospective students must
complete. Understanding this process is crucial for a successful application to the economics
program.

Submitting the Application
Students must apply through the University of California's online application system. The application
typically opens in early August, and deadlines vary by quarter. It is essential to prepare all necessary
materials in advance, including:

Personal Statement

Academic Transcripts

Letters of Recommendation (if required)

Standardized Test Scores (if submitted)

The personal statement is an opportunity for students to convey their motivations for studying
economics, relevant experiences, and future aspirations. This narrative can significantly impact the
admissions decision, so it should be well-crafted and reflective of the student's character and goals.

Tips for a Successful Application
To enhance the chances of admission to the economics program at UC Davis, applicants should
consider the following strategies:

Strengthen Academic Performance
Maintaining a strong GPA is critical. Students should aim for excellence in their coursework,
particularly in math and economics-related subjects. Advanced Placement (AP) or International
Baccalaureate (IB) courses can further demonstrate academic rigor.

Engage in Relevant Extracurricular Activities
Participation in extracurricular activities, such as economics clubs, debate teams, or internships
related to finance and policy, can showcase a commitment to the field of economics. These
experiences provide practical knowledge and can enhance a student's understanding of economic
principles.



Craft a Compelling Personal Statement
The personal statement should reflect a genuine passion for economics. Students should highlight
specific interests within the field, such as microeconomics, macroeconomics, or behavioral economics,
and explain how their experiences have shaped their desire to study at UC Davis.

Career Opportunities with an Economics Degree
Graduating with a degree in economics from UC Davis opens numerous career paths in various
sectors. The analytical skills and economic knowledge gained through the program are highly valued
in the job market.

Potential Career Paths
Some common career opportunities for economics graduates include:

Economic Analyst

Financial Consultant

Policy Advisor

Market Research Analyst

Data Scientist

In addition to these roles, many graduates pursue further education in fields such as law, business
administration, or public policy, leveraging their undergraduate studies to enhance their professional
credentials.

Frequently Asked Questions

Q: What GPA do I need to apply for the economics major at UC
Davis?
A: Students typically need a GPA of 3.0 or higher to be competitive for admission to the economics
major at UC Davis.

Q: Are standardized tests required for admission to UC Davis
economics?
A: No, UC Davis has a test-optional policy for standardized tests like the SAT and ACT. Students can
choose to submit scores, but they are not required.



Q: What kind of coursework should I take in high school to
prepare for the economics major?
A: It is recommended to take four years of English, three years of mathematics, two years of a foreign
language, two years of laboratory science, and one year of social science.

Q: How important is the personal statement in the application
process?
A: The personal statement is very important as it allows students to express their motivations and
interests in economics, which can influence the admissions committee's decision.

Q: What career options are available after earning a degree in
economics from UC Davis?
A: Graduates can pursue careers as economic analysts, financial consultants, policy advisors, market
research analysts, and data scientists, among others.

Q: Can I switch into the economics major after starting at UC
Davis?
A: Yes, students can apply to change their major to economics after completing prerequisite courses
and maintaining a competitive GPA.

Q: What are the major-specific courses required for the
economics degree?
A: Major-specific courses typically include introductory economics, statistics, econometrics, and
advanced economics theory, among others.

Q: Is it beneficial to take AP or IB courses before entering UC
Davis?
A: Yes, taking AP or IB courses can demonstrate academic rigor and may allow students to earn
college credit, potentially accelerating their degree progress.

Q: What resources are available for economics students at UC
Davis?
A: UC Davis offers various resources including academic advising, career services, and access to
research opportunities, which can support students throughout their studies.
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