
george mason economics department

george mason economics department is a prominent institution known for its rigorous academic programs and
influential research in the field of economics. Located in Fairfax, Virginia, this department is part of George
Mason University, which has gained recognition for its innovative approach to economic education. This article
delves into various aspects of the George Mason Economics Department, including its history, academic
programs, faculty expertise, research initiatives, and opportunities for students. By exploring these facets,
potential students and interested individuals will gain a comprehensive understanding of what the department
has to offer.
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History of the George Mason Economics Department

The George Mason Economics Department has its roots in the establishment of George Mason University in
1972. Over the years, it has evolved into a leading center for economic thought and research. The department
was significantly influenced by prominent economists such as James Buchanan, who was awarded the Nobel Prize
in Economic Sciences in 1986. Buchanan's work on public choice theory laid the groundwork for the
department's emphasis on the intersection of economics and political science.

Throughout the 1980s and 1990s, the department expanded its faculty and curriculum, forging a reputation
for its rigorous analytical approach to economics. This expansion coincided with an increasing focus on applied
economics and policy analysis, which led to the development of several specialized programs. The department's
commitment to fostering a diverse academic environment has contributed to its growth and the quality of
education it provides.

Academic Programs Offered

The George Mason Economics Department offers a variety of academic programs tailored to meet the needs of
its students. These programs include undergraduate, master's, and doctoral degrees, providing a comprehensive
pathway for students interested in pursuing economics at various levels.

Undergraduate Programs

The undergraduate program offers a Bachelor of Arts (BA) and a Bachelor of Science (BS) in Economics. The



BA program focuses on the theoretical aspects of economics, while the BS program emphasizes quantitative
skills and mathematical modeling. Students can choose from various electives that cover topics such as
microeconomics, macroeconomics, international trade, and behavioral economics.

Graduate Programs

The graduate offerings include a Master of Arts (MA) in Economics and a PhD in Economics. The MA program is
designed for those seeking advanced knowledge in economic theory and policy analysis, while the PhD program
prepares students for academic and research careers. Both programs emphasize empirical research and practical
applications of economic theory.

Faculty and Research Expertise

The faculty at the George Mason Economics Department comprises distinguished scholars with diverse research
interests. Many faculty members have published extensively in leading economic journals and have been recognized
for their contributions to various fields of economics.

Areas of Expertise

The faculty's expertise spans multiple areas, including but not limited to:

Public choice theory

Behavioral economics

Environmental economics

International economics

Labor economics

Health economics

This diverse set of expertise allows students to engage with a wide range of topics and to receive mentorship
from leading economists in their fields of interest.

Research Initiatives and Centers

The George Mason Economics Department is home to several research initiatives and centers that focus on
various economic issues. These centers provide students and faculty with opportunities to collaborate on
research projects and engage with real-world economic challenges.

Research Centers

Some of the notable research centers associated with the economics department include:

The Mercatus Center: Focused on market-oriented policy research and education.



The Center for Study of Public Choice: Dedicated to the study of public choice theory and its
implications for policy.

The Center for Economic and Policy Research: Analyzes economic policies and their effects on society.

These centers not only enhance the research capabilities of the department but also provide students with
invaluable opportunities for internships, networking, and applied learning experiences.

Student Opportunities and Resources

The George Mason Economics Department is committed to providing students with a rich educational experience
that extends beyond the classroom. Students have access to various resources and opportunities that
enhance their academic journey.

Internships and Career Services

The department encourages students to pursue internships that provide practical experience in economic
analysis and policy-making. The university’s career services center offers support in finding internships and job
placements in various sectors, including government, non-profits, and private enterprises.

Networking and Professional Development

Students can also benefit from networking events, guest lectures, and workshops that feature industry
professionals and alumni. These events help students build connections that can be beneficial for their future
careers.

Conclusion

The George Mason Economics Department stands out as a leader in economic education and research. With a
robust academic framework, a distinguished faculty, and a commitment to student success, the department
offers a dynamic environment for aspiring economists. Whether pursuing undergraduate or graduate studies,
students will find ample opportunities for intellectual growth and professional development within this
esteemed department.

Q: What degrees are offered by the George Mason Economics Department?

A: The George Mason Economics Department offers a Bachelor of Arts and a Bachelor of Science in Economics
at the undergraduate level, as well as a Master of Arts and a PhD in Economics for graduate students.

Q: Who are some notable faculty members in the George Mason Economics
Department?

A: The faculty includes renowned economists such as James Buchanan, who won the Nobel Prize in Economic
Sciences, along with many other distinguished scholars recognized for their research in various fields of
economics.



Q: What research centers are affiliated with the George Mason Economics
Department?

A: Notable research centers include the Mercatus Center, the Center for the Study of Public Choice, and the
Center for Economic and Policy Research, all of which focus on different aspects of economic research and
policy analysis.

Q: How does the George Mason Economics Department support student
internships?

A: The department collaborates with the university's career services to help students find internships in
various sectors, providing valuable real-world experience and networking opportunities.

Q: What is the focus of the graduate programs in the George Mason
Economics Department?

A: The graduate programs emphasize advanced economic theory, empirical research, and practical applications,
preparing students for both academic and professional careers in economics.

Q: How does the George Mason Economics Department incorporate real-
world applications into its curriculum?

A: The department incorporates real-world applications through research initiatives, case studies, and
partnerships with various economic organizations, allowing students to engage with current economic issues.

Q: What opportunities are available for professional development within
the department?

A: The department offers networking events, guest lectures, and workshops with industry professionals,
providing students with opportunities to expand their professional networks and gain insights into the field of
economics.

Q: Can undergraduate students participate in research projects at the
George Mason Economics Department?

A: Yes, undergraduate students are encouraged to participate in research projects, often in collaboration
with faculty members, enhancing their learning experience and research skills.

Q: What is the department's approach to economic education?

A: The department emphasizes a blend of theoretical foundations and practical applications, fostering critical
thinking and analytical skills essential for addressing complex economic issues.

Q: Is there a focus on policy analysis in the George Mason Economics



Department?

A: Yes, the department has a strong emphasis on policy analysis, preparing students to understand and
evaluate economic policies and their impacts on society.
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