
georgetown university economics phd

georgetown university economics phd is a prestigious program designed for those seeking advanced
knowledge and research capabilities in the field of economics. This program not only offers a rigorous
academic curriculum but also provides students with opportunities for professional development and
networking. In this article, we will explore the key aspects of the Georgetown University Economics PhD
program, including admission requirements, curriculum structure, faculty expertise, research
opportunities, and career outcomes. By the end, readers will have a comprehensive understanding of what
to expect from this esteemed program and how it can shape their future in economics.
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Overview of Georgetown University
Georgetown University, located in Washington, D.C., is one of the oldest and most prestigious institutions of
higher education in the United States. Founded in 1789, it is renowned for its academic rigor and
commitment to social justice. The university's Economics Department is part of the larger Walsh School of
Foreign Service, which emphasizes the intersection of economics with international affairs. This unique
positioning allows students to gain insights not only into economic theory but also into its practical
applications in global contexts.

The Economics PhD program at Georgetown is designed for students who aspire to contribute original
research in the field of economics. The program emphasizes both theoretical and empirical approaches,
preparing graduates for careers in academia, government, and the private sector. Georgetown’s rich history



and its location in the heart of the nation’s capital provide students with unparalleled access to
policymakers, international organizations, and economic research institutions.

Program Structure and Curriculum
The Georgetown University Economics PhD program is structured to provide a comprehensive education
in economic theory, quantitative methods, and applied economics. The curriculum is rigorous and designed
to foster analytical skills and critical thinking.

Core Courses
Students are required to complete a set of core courses that cover fundamental topics in economics. These
courses typically include:

Microeconomic Theory

Macroeconomic Theory

Econometrics

Mathematical Economics

These core courses lay the foundation for advanced study and research in economics, ensuring that students
are well-prepared for their specialized studies.

Elective Courses
In addition to core courses, students can choose from a variety of electives that align with their research
interests. Some common elective courses may include:

Development Economics

Labor Economics

Industrial Organization

International Trade



Public Economics

These electives allow students to tailor their education to their specific interests and career goals, enhancing
their expertise in particular areas of economics.

Research Component
A significant aspect of the PhD program is the research component, which includes the development of a
dissertation. Students are encouraged to engage in original research, often collaborating with faculty
members who are experts in their fields. This research component is critical for students aiming for
academic careers, as it allows them to contribute to the body of knowledge in economics.

Admission Requirements
Admission to the Georgetown University Economics PhD program is competitive, and applicants must
meet several criteria to be considered.

Application Process
The application process generally involves the following steps:

Submission of an online application form

Academic transcripts from all post-secondary institutions

Letters of recommendation (typically three)

Statement of purpose outlining research interests and career goals

Standardized test scores (GRE scores are commonly required)

Resume or curriculum vitae

Each of these components helps the admissions committee evaluate the preparedness and potential of
candidates for rigorous study in economics.



Prerequisites
While a background in economics is beneficial, applicants from related fields such as mathematics, statistics,
and finance are also welcomed. It is crucial for candidates to demonstrate strong quantitative skills, as the
program heavily relies on mathematical and statistical methods.

Faculty and Research Opportunities
The faculty at Georgetown University’s Economics Department includes esteemed scholars and
practitioners who are leaders in various fields of economics. Their expertise spans a wide range of topics,
providing students with diverse perspectives and insights.

Research Opportunities
Students have ample opportunities to engage in research alongside faculty members. This collaboration
enhances the learning experience and allows students to gain practical skills in data analysis, economic
modeling, and policy evaluation. The department often hosts seminars and workshops where students can
present their research and receive feedback from peers and faculty.

Georgetown’s location in Washington, D.C., also facilitates unique research opportunities, including access to
data sets from governmental agencies and international organizations. This environment significantly
enriches the academic experience for PhD candidates.

Career Outcomes
Graduates of the Georgetown University Economics PhD program are well-equipped to pursue careers in
various sectors, including academia, government, and private industry.

Academic Careers
Many graduates go on to become professors and researchers at universities and colleges. Their training in
original research and economic theory positions them to contribute significantly to academic scholarship.

Government and Policy Roles
Others find opportunities in government agencies, think tanks, and international organizations, where they
apply their economic expertise to inform policy decisions and conduct economic analysis.



Private Sector Employment
The private sector also values the analytical and quantitative skills of Georgetown Economics PhD
graduates. Many work in consulting firms, financial institutions, and corporations, where they analyze
market trends and economic conditions to guide business strategies.

Conclusion
The Georgetown University Economics PhD program stands out for its rigorous academic framework,
distinguished faculty, and strong research opportunities. It prepares students not only to excel in their
studies but also to make meaningful contributions to the field of economics and society at large. With a
robust curriculum that balances theory and practice, graduates are well-positioned for successful careers in a
variety of sectors. The program's emphasis on research and collaboration ensures that students leave with
the skills and knowledge necessary to navigate the complexities of the global economy.

FAQs

Q: What is the duration of the Georgetown University Economics PhD
program?
A: The typical duration of the program is five to six years, depending on the student's progress in
coursework and dissertation research.

Q: Are there funding opportunities available for PhD students?
A: Yes, Georgetown University offers various funding options, including teaching assistantships, research
assistantships, and fellowships to support PhD students throughout their studies.

Q: Can students pursue interdisciplinary research within the program?
A: Absolutely. The program encourages interdisciplinary research, and students are welcome to collaborate
with faculty and departments across the university.

Q: What is the typical class size for the Economics PhD program?
A: The class size for the Economics PhD program is generally small, allowing for personalized attention and
close interaction with faculty members.



Q: Is it possible to complete the program part-time?
A: The PhD program is primarily designed for full-time students; however, students may discuss part-time
options with their academic advisors on a case-by-case basis.

Q: What types of jobs do graduates typically secure after completing the
program?
A: Graduates pursue a range of careers, including academic positions, roles in government agencies,
positions in think tanks, and jobs in the private sector, such as consulting and finance.

Q: Do students have opportunities for internships during the program?
A: Yes, students are encouraged to seek internships, particularly during the summer months, to gain
practical experience and enhance their resumes.

Q: What are the key skills developed during the program?
A: Students develop strong analytical, quantitative, and research skills, along with expertise in economic
theory and policy analysis.

Q: How does the program support student research initiatives?
A: The program provides resources such as access to databases, funding for research projects, and
opportunities to present research at conferences.

Q: Are there opportunities for teaching experience during the program?
A: Yes, many PhD students serve as teaching assistants, gaining valuable teaching experience while
completing their degrees.
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