
georgia tech economics phd
georgia tech economics phd is a highly sought-after program that prepares students for
rigorous academic research and professional careers in economics. The PhD in Economics
at Georgia Tech is designed to equip scholars with advanced knowledge and skills in
economic theory, quantitative methods, and empirical analysis. This article will explore the
program's structure, admission requirements, faculty expertise, research opportunities, and
career prospects for graduates. Whether you are considering applying or simply want to
learn more about this prestigious program, this comprehensive guide will provide you with
valuable insights.
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Overview of the Georgia Tech Economics PhD
Program
The Georgia Tech Economics PhD program is known for its rigorous curriculum that
emphasizes both theoretical and applied economics. The program aims to develop
economists who can contribute significantly to academic research, policy analysis, and
consulting. Students engage in a variety of topics, including microeconomics,
macroeconomics, econometrics, and industrial organization. The unique blend of technical
training and practical application sets Georgia Tech apart from other institutions.

One of the key features of the program is its interdisciplinary approach, leveraging Georgia
Tech's strengths in technology and engineering. This allows students to apply economic
principles to fields such as data analytics, technology commercialization, and public policy.
The program also fosters collaboration with other departments, enhancing the research
experience and broadening the scope of inquiry.



Admission Requirements
Admission to the Georgia Tech Economics PhD program is competitive, and prospective
students must meet specific criteria to be considered. The primary requirements include a
strong academic background, relevant coursework, and research experience.

Academic Qualifications
Applicants should have a bachelor's degree in economics or a related field, with a strong
foundation in mathematics and statistics. A master's degree is not mandatory but can be
beneficial. The admissions committee typically looks for a minimum GPA of 3.0, though
higher GPAs are preferred.

Standardized Tests
GRE scores are required for admission, and successful applicants usually demonstrate high
quantitative scores. While there may be flexibility regarding GRE requirements due to the
evolving admissions landscape, having a competitive score can significantly enhance an
applicant's profile.

Application Materials
In addition to academic transcripts and GRE scores, applicants must submit letters of
recommendation, a statement of purpose, and a resume or CV. The statement of purpose
should clearly articulate the applicant's research interests and career goals, demonstrating
alignment with the faculty's expertise and the program's strengths.

Curriculum and Coursework
The Georgia Tech Economics PhD curriculum is designed to provide students with a
comprehensive understanding of economic theory and quantitative methods. The program
typically takes five years to complete, with students engaging in coursework, research, and
teaching responsibilities.

Core Courses
Students begin with core courses that cover essential topics in economics. These courses
typically include:

Microeconomic Theory

Macroeconomic Theory

Econometrics

Mathematical Economics



These foundational courses prepare students for advanced topics and research
methodologies.

Elective Courses
After completing core courses, students can take elective courses that align with their
research interests. Electives may include specialized topics such as:

Behavioral Economics

Development Economics

Public Economics

Industrial Organization

This flexibility allows students to tailor their education to their specific interests and career
aspirations.

Dissertation Research
A significant component of the PhD program is the dissertation, which represents original
research conducted by the student. Students work closely with faculty advisors to develop
their research questions, methodologies, and ultimately, their dissertation chapters. The
dissertation process culminates in a defense before a committee of faculty members,
marking the transition from student to scholar.

Research Opportunities
Research is a fundamental aspect of the Georgia Tech Economics PhD program. Students
are encouraged to engage in research from the outset, allowing them to build their
portfolios and gain valuable experience. Research opportunities are abundant and can take
many forms.

Collaborative Research
Students often collaborate with faculty on ongoing research projects, which can lead to co-
authored papers and presentations at academic conferences. This collaboration not only
enhances students' research skills but also helps them establish professional networks
within the academic community.

Independent Research
In addition to collaborative projects, students are encouraged to pursue independent
research aligned with their interests. This independence fosters critical thinking and
creativity, essential skills for any successful economist. Students can present their work at
seminars and workshops, receiving feedback from peers and faculty.



Faculty Expertise
The faculty at Georgia Tech is renowned for their expertise in various fields of economics,
providing students with mentorship and guidance throughout their academic journey.
Faculty members are not only accomplished researchers but also committed educators who
are passionate about teaching and mentoring the next generation of economists.

Research Areas
Faculty research spans a wide range of topics, including:

Labor Economics

Environmental Economics

Health Economics

International Economics

This diverse range of expertise ensures that students have access to a wealth of knowledge
and resources as they develop their research interests.

Career Prospects for Graduates
Graduates of the Georgia Tech Economics PhD program are well-prepared for diverse
career paths in academia, government, and the private sector. The program's emphasis on
quantitative skills and empirical research makes its graduates highly competitive in the job
market.

Academic Careers
Many graduates pursue academic positions, becoming professors at universities and
colleges across the country and internationally. Their training enables them to contribute to
research and teaching in various fields of economics.

Industry and Government Positions
Other graduates find opportunities in industry and government, working as economists,
data analysts, and policy advisors. These roles often require the advanced analytical skills
and economic knowledge gained during their studies.

Conclusion
The Georgia Tech Economics PhD program stands out for its rigorous curriculum,
distinguished faculty, and abundant research opportunities. Students who enroll in this
program develop the skills necessary to excel in both academic and professional settings.



With a strong emphasis on quantitative methods and interdisciplinary collaboration,
graduates are well-equipped to tackle complex economic issues and contribute to the field
of economics. For those considering a PhD in economics, Georgia Tech offers a compelling
option with a bright future in academia and industry.

Q: What are the main focuses of the Georgia Tech
Economics PhD program?
A: The main focuses of the Georgia Tech Economics PhD program include economic theory,
quantitative methods, empirical analysis, and interdisciplinary applications, particularly in
technology and policy.

Q: What is the typical duration of the Georgia Tech
Economics PhD program?
A: The typical duration of the Georgia Tech Economics PhD program is approximately five
years, which includes coursework, research, and dissertation completion.

Q: Are there funding opportunities available for PhD
students?
A: Yes, Georgia Tech offers various funding opportunities for PhD students, including
research assistantships, teaching assistantships, and fellowships, which can help cover
tuition and living expenses.

Q: What kind of research can students pursue in the
program?
A: Students can pursue a wide range of research topics, including labor economics,
environmental economics, health economics, and industrial organization, among others,
often collaborating with faculty on ongoing projects.

Q: Is prior research experience necessary for
admission?
A: While prior research experience is not strictly necessary for admission, it is highly
beneficial and can enhance an applicant's profile, showcasing their potential for future
research success.



Q: How does the program prepare students for
academic careers?
A: The program prepares students for academic careers through rigorous coursework,
mentorship from experienced faculty, and opportunities to present research at conferences,
fostering the skills needed for teaching and research roles.

Q: What distinguishes Georgia Tech's Economics PhD
from other programs?
A: Georgia Tech's Economics PhD program is distinguished by its interdisciplinary approach,
combining economics with technology and engineering, as well as its strong emphasis on
quantitative analysis and empirical research.

Q: Can students take elective courses outside the
economics department?
A: Yes, students are encouraged to take elective courses from other departments, allowing
them to broaden their knowledge and integrate perspectives from different fields relevant
to their research interests.

Q: What types of careers do graduates typically pursue?
A: Graduates of the program typically pursue careers in academia, government agencies,
think tanks, and the private sector, often working in roles such as economists, policy
analysts, and data scientists.
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