
gsu economics
gsu economics is a dynamic field that encompasses the study of how individuals, businesses, and
governments allocate resources in an ever-changing environment. At Georgia State University (GSU),
the economics department offers a robust curriculum that equips students with the analytical skills
needed to understand and address complex economic issues. This article will explore the academic
programs available in GSU's economics department, the faculty's expertise, the research
opportunities offered, and the career paths available to graduates. By delving into these areas, we
will highlight why GSU economics stands out as a premier choice for students pursuing a career in
economics.
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Overview of GSU Economics
Georgia State University's economics department is renowned for its comprehensive approach to
teaching and research. The program emphasizes both theoretical and empirical analysis, providing
students with a strong foundation in economic principles. The university is located in Atlanta, a
vibrant hub for business and finance, which enriches the educational experience through real-world
applications. Students are encouraged to engage in discussions surrounding critical economic issues
such as market behavior, public policy, and international trade.

The department prides itself on fostering an inclusive environment that encourages diverse
perspectives. This diversity enhances the learning experience by allowing students to explore
economics through various cultural and social lenses. GSU economics not only prepares students for
academic success but also for impactful careers in various sectors.

Academic Programs
GSU offers a variety of academic programs in economics, catering to different interests and career
goals. Whether students are looking for undergraduate or graduate degrees, the economics
department provides a rigorous curriculum designed to develop critical thinking and quantitative
skills.



Undergraduate Programs
The undergraduate program in economics at GSU offers a Bachelor of Arts (BA) and a Bachelor of
Business Administration (BBA) in economics. The BA program focuses on developing a broad
understanding of economic theories and applications, while the BBA program emphasizes business
applications of economics.

Core Courses: Both programs require foundational courses in microeconomics and
macroeconomics.

Elective Courses: Students can choose from a variety of electives such as international
economics, labor economics, and environmental economics.

Capstone Projects: Many programs include capstone projects that allow students to apply their
knowledge to real-world economic problems.

Graduate Programs
For those looking to further their education, GSU offers a Master of Arts (MA) and a Ph.D. in
economics. The MA program is designed for students seeking advanced training in economic theory
and policy analysis, while the Ph.D. program prepares students for academic research and teaching
positions.

Graduate programs include rigorous coursework, comprehensive exams, and dissertation research,
providing students with the tools necessary to succeed in academia and beyond.

Faculty Expertise
The faculty at GSU economics are recognized leaders in their respective fields, with many holding
prestigious positions in academic and professional organizations. Their expertise spans various areas
including labor economics, health economics, and economic development.

Research Interests
Faculty members are actively involved in research that addresses pressing economic issues. Their
work contributes to both academic literature and practical solutions for policymakers. Students often
have the opportunity to collaborate with faculty on research projects, gaining invaluable experience in
data analysis and economic modeling.

Teaching Philosophy
The faculty's teaching philosophy is centered around engaging students through interactive learning.
This approach includes case studies, group discussions, and practical applications of economic



theories. Such methods not only enhance understanding but also prepare students for real-world
challenges in their careers.

Research Opportunities
Research is a cornerstone of the GSU economics program. Students are encouraged to participate in
research initiatives, which can significantly enhance their academic experience and career prospects.

Undergraduate Research
Undergraduate students have the chance to engage in research through programs like the
Undergraduate Research Conference. This platform allows them to present their findings and receive
feedback from faculty and peers, fostering a deeper understanding of economic research
methodologies.

Graduate Research
Graduate students are expected to conduct original research, particularly for their theses or
dissertations. The department offers access to various databases and resources, enabling students to
explore contemporary economic issues thoroughly. Faculty mentorship plays a crucial role in guiding
graduate research efforts.

Career Paths for Graduates
A degree in economics from GSU opens doors to a variety of career paths in both the public and
private sectors. Graduates are well-equipped to analyze economic trends and inform decision-making
processes in their respective fields.

Employment Sectors
Graduates find employment in numerous sectors, including:

Government Agencies: Many GSU economics graduates work in federal, state, or local
government, analyzing policies and economic data.

Financial Institutions: Banks and investment firms seek economists to help with market analysis
and economic forecasting.

Non-Profit Organizations: Graduates contribute to research and policy advocacy in areas such
as health, education, and social justice.

Academia: Some graduates pursue teaching and research positions at universities and colleges.



Job Roles
Common job roles for GSU economics graduates include:

Economic Analyst

Policy Advisor

Market Research Analyst

Financial Consultant

Conclusion
GSU economics offers a comprehensive educational experience that prepares students for successful
careers in various domains. With a strong curriculum, distinguished faculty, and ample research
opportunities, students are well-positioned to tackle the economic challenges of today and tomorrow.
The blend of theoretical knowledge and practical application ensures that graduates emerge as
competent professionals ready to make significant contributions to society.

Q: What programs does GSU offer in economics?
A: GSU offers a Bachelor of Arts (BA) and Bachelor of Business Administration (BBA) in economics at
the undergraduate level, as well as a Master of Arts (MA) and a Ph.D. in economics for graduate
students.

Q: How does GSU support undergraduate research in
economics?
A: GSU supports undergraduate research through initiatives like the Undergraduate Research
Conference, where students can present their research and receive feedback from faculty and peers.

Q: What career opportunities are available for GSU economics
graduates?
A: Graduates can pursue various career paths in government, financial institutions, non-profit
organizations, and academia, with roles such as economic analyst, policy advisor, and market
research analyst.



Q: Who are the faculty members in the GSU economics
department?
A: The faculty consists of recognized leaders in their fields, with expertise in areas like labor
economics, health economics, and economic development, many of whom are actively involved in
impactful research.

Q: What is the teaching philosophy of the GSU economics
department?
A: The teaching philosophy emphasizes interactive learning through case studies, group discussions,
and practical applications of economic theories, preparing students for real-world challenges.

Q: Are there opportunities for graduate students to conduct
research at GSU?
A: Yes, graduate students are expected to conduct original research, particularly for their theses or
dissertations, with access to extensive resources and faculty mentorship.

Q: What is the focus of GSU's economics curriculum?
A: The curriculum focuses on both theoretical understanding and empirical analysis, equipping
students with skills to analyze complex economic issues.

Q: How does GSU integrate real-world applications into its
economics programs?
A: GSU integrates real-world applications through case studies, capstone projects, and by leveraging
Atlanta's vibrant business environment for practical learning experiences.

Q: Can students participate in internships during their
economics studies at GSU?
A: Yes, GSU encourages internships and practical experiences which help students gain valuable
insights and skills applicable to their future careers in economics.
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