
gwu economics major
gwu economics major is a comprehensive program that offers students a robust understanding of
economic principles and analytical skills necessary for success in various fields. At George
Washington University (GWU), the economics major is designed to equip students with the theoretical
and practical knowledge to navigate the complexities of both domestic and global economies. This
article will explore the curriculum, career opportunities, faculty expertise, and the benefits of pursuing
an economics major at GWU. Additionally, we will cover the application process and provide a glimpse
into student life within the economics department.
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Overview of GWU Economics Major
The GWU economics major is structured to provide a thorough grounding in economic theory,
quantitative methods, and real-world application. As one of the leading universities in the nation,
GWU emphasizes an interdisciplinary approach, integrating economics with political science, public
policy, and international relations. This comprehensive view prepares students for a wide array of
career paths, including government, finance, consulting, and academia.

Students in the economics program engage in critical thinking and data analysis, exploring various
economic issues, such as market behavior, economic policy, and international trade. The curriculum is
designed not only to impart knowledge but also to foster analytical skills that are crucial in today's
data-driven world.



Curriculum Structure
The curriculum for the GWU economics major is thoughtfully designed to cover foundational concepts,
advanced theories, and practical applications. The program typically requires students to complete
core courses, elective courses, and a capstone project or thesis.

Core Courses
Students are required to complete several core courses that provide a strong foundation in
economics. These courses typically include:

Microeconomic Theory

Macroeconomic Theory

Econometrics

Statistics for Economists

International Economics

These courses are crucial for understanding the mechanisms that drive economic decision-making
and policy formulation.

Elective Courses
In addition to core requirements, students can choose from a variety of elective courses that allow
them to specialize in areas of interest. Some popular electives include:

Behavioral Economics

Development Economics

Environmental Economics

Financial Economics

Labor Economics

These electives enable students to tailor their education to their career goals and interests, enhancing
their expertise in specific areas of economics.

Capstone Project
The capstone project or thesis is a significant component of the economics major at GWU. This project



requires students to apply their knowledge and analytical skills to address a real-world economic
issue. Students work closely with faculty advisors to conduct research, analyze data, and present their
findings, which serves as a culmination of their learning experience.

Career Opportunities
Graduating with a degree in economics from GWU opens a wide range of career opportunities. The
analytical and quantitative skills developed during the program are highly sought after in various
industries.

Potential Career Paths
Some common career paths for graduates include:

Economist in government agencies or think tanks

Financial Analyst in banks or investment firms

Policy Advisor in non-profit organizations

Market Research Analyst in private corporations

Data Analyst in technology companies

These roles leverage the skills acquired through the economics curriculum, allowing graduates to
contribute effectively to their chosen fields.

Graduate Studies
Many students choose to pursue further education after completing their undergraduate degree. GWU
economics graduates often go on to attend prestigious graduate programs in economics, business,
law, or public policy. The rigorous training and analytical skills developed during their undergraduate
studies prepare them well for advanced education and specialized careers.

Faculty and Resources
The faculty within the GWU economics department is comprised of experienced professionals and
scholars who are experts in various fields of economics. They bring a wealth of knowledge and real-
world experience into the classroom, enriching the learning environment.

Research Opportunities
Students have the opportunity to engage in research alongside faculty members. This collaboration



often leads to published papers, presentations at conferences, and valuable experience that enhances
students’ resumes and academic profiles.

Resources Available to Students
GWU provides numerous resources to support economics majors. These include:

Access to comprehensive economic databases

Workshops on data analysis and econometrics

Networking events with alumni and industry professionals

Internships facilitated through the university’s career services

These resources are designed to enrich the educational experience and provide students with the
tools they need for successful careers.

Student Life and Extracurricular Activities
Student life at GWU is vibrant and diverse, with numerous opportunities for engagement outside of
the classroom. The economics department encourages students to participate in various
extracurricular activities that complement their academic pursuits.

Clubs and Organizations
Students can join several clubs related to economics, including:

The Economics Society

The Investment Club

The International Affairs Society

These organizations provide networking opportunities, guest lectures, and professional development
activities that enhance students’ learning experiences.

Events and Workshops
Regular events, such as guest speakers, workshops, and seminars, are held throughout the academic
year. These events feature industry leaders and academics discussing current economic trends and
research, providing students with insights into the field.



Application Process
Applying to the GWU economics major involves several steps, typically aligning with the university's
overall admissions process. Prospective students should prepare their application carefully to
showcase their academic achievements and interest in economics.

Requirements
Applicants are generally required to submit:

An application form

Transcripts from previous education

Standardized test scores (if applicable)

Letters of recommendation

A personal statement outlining their interest in economics

It is important for applicants to demonstrate their passion for economics and their readiness to
engage in the rigorous curriculum offered by GWU.

Conclusion
Pursuing a gwu economics major offers students a comprehensive education that prepares them
for a variety of successful career paths. With a strong curriculum, dedicated faculty, and ample
resources, students are well-equipped to understand and tackle complex economic issues. The
vibrant student life and extracurricular opportunities further enhance the educational experience,
making GWU an excellent choice for aspiring economists. Graduates leave not only with knowledge
but also with the skills and experiences that set them apart in the competitive job market.

Q: What are the core courses required for the GWU economics
major?
A: The core courses typically include Microeconomic Theory, Macroeconomic Theory, Econometrics,
Statistics for Economists, and International Economics.

Q: Can I pursue a graduate degree after completing my
economics major at GWU?
A: Yes, many students go on to pursue graduate degrees in economics, business, law, or public policy
after completing their undergraduate studies.



Q: What career opportunities are available to economics
majors from GWU?
A: Graduates can pursue careers as economists, financial analysts, policy advisors, market research
analysts, and data analysts across various industries.

Q: Are there research opportunities available for
undergraduate economics students at GWU?
A: Yes, students can engage in research projects with faculty members, which can lead to published
works and significant academic experience.

Q: How does student life enhance the education of economics
majors at GWU?
A: Student life includes participation in clubs, networking events, and workshops that provide
practical experience and professional connections in the field of economics.

Q: What are some popular electives for economics majors at
GWU?
A: Popular electives include Behavioral Economics, Development Economics, Environmental
Economics, Financial Economics, and Labor Economics.

Q: What resources are available to support economics
students at GWU?
A: Resources include access to economic databases, data analysis workshops, networking events, and
internship opportunities through career services.

Q: What is the application process for the economics major at
GWU?
A: The application process typically requires an application form, transcripts, standardized test scores
(if applicable), letters of recommendation, and a personal statement.

Q: How does the capstone project work in the economics
major?
A: The capstone project requires students to research and analyze a real-world economic issue,
applying their knowledge and skills gained throughout the program.
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