harvard economics requirements

harvard economics requirements are essential for prospective students aiming to gain admission into
one of the most prestigious economics programs in the world. Understanding these requirements is
crucial for applicants, as it encompasses academic qualifications, standardized tests, and personal
attributes that Harvard seeks in its candidates. This article will explore the various components
necessary for admission into Harvard's economics program, including prerequisites for undergraduate
and graduate studies, application procedures, and tips for prospective students. By delving into these
aspects, we aim to provide a comprehensive guide that can help applicants navigate the complex

admissions landscape and better prepare themselves for success.
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Overview of Harvard's Economics Program

Harvard University is renowned for its rigorous economics program, which is designed to provide

students with a solid grounding in economic theory, quantitative methods, and real-world applications.



The economics department is part of the Faculty of Arts and Sciences, and it emphasizes both
theoretical understanding and empirical research. Students are encouraged to engage in critical
thinking and to apply economic principles to various fields, including public policy, finance, and

international relations.

The program is distinguished not only by its academic rigor but also by its faculty, which includes
numerous Nobel laureates and influential economists. The curriculum is structured to allow students to
explore a wide range of topics, from microeconomics and macroeconomics to econometrics and
behavioral economics. Furthermore, the collaborative environment at Harvard fosters networking

opportunities and interdisciplinary studies, enhancing the educational experience for all students.

Undergraduate Economics Requirements

For undergraduate students, the journey towards earning a degree in economics at Harvard begins
with meeting specific academic and application requirements. The undergraduate program primarily
leads to a Bachelor of Arts in Economics, which requires a solid foundation in mathematics and a keen

interest in economic theory and practice.

Academic Prerequisites

To be eligible for admission, students should have a strong academic record in high school,

particularly in mathematics and social sciences. Harvard typically looks for the following:

¢ A high GPA, preferably above 3.5 on a 4.0 scale.
¢ Advanced coursework in mathematics, including calculus and statistics.
e Strong performance in economics or related social science classes.

¢ Participation in extracurricular activities that demonstrate leadership and interest in economics.



Standardized Testing Requirements

Harvard requires standardized test scores as part of the undergraduate admissions process.
Applicants must submit either SAT or ACT scores, with a strong emphasis on achieving high scores in
math sections. While Harvard has adopted a test-optional policy in recent years, submitting strong test

scores can still enhance an applicant's profile.

Graduate Economics Requirements

Graduate studies in economics at Harvard are offered through the Graduate School of Arts and
Sciences and the Harvard Kennedy School. The requirements for admission into these programs are
more stringent and generally require a deeper understanding of economic theories and quantitative

methods.

Academic Background

For prospective graduate students, a bachelor's degree in economics or a related field is highly
recommended. Applicants typically need to demonstrate proficiency in advanced mathematics and

statistics. The following academic background is generally expected:

* A strong GPA, usually above 3.5, with a focus on quantitative courses.
¢ Completion of foundational courses in microeconomics, macroeconomics, and econometrics.

¢ Research experience or strong quantitative skills, particularly in econometric modeling.

Standardized Testing and Additional Materials

Graduate applicants are usually required to submit GRE scores, particularly strong quantitative scores.

In addition to standardized tests, applicants must provide letters of recommendation, a statement of



purpose, and a resume detailing relevant experiences. These materials collectively help the

admissions committee assess the candidate's readiness for rigorous graduate study.

Application Process

The application process for both undergraduate and graduate programs in economics at Harvard is
highly competitive and requires careful preparation. Understanding the steps involved can greatly

enhance an applicant's chances of success.

Undergraduate Application Steps

Undergraduate applicants must complete the following steps:

1. Complete the Common Application or the Coalition Application.
2. Submit the required standardized test scores (if applicable).
3. Provide transcripts and letters of recommendation.

4. Write a personal essay that reflects their passion for economics.

Graduate Application Steps

Graduate applicants should follow a similar but more detailed process:
1. Submit an online application through the specific graduate program's portal.
2. Provide GRE scores and transcripts from all post-secondary institutions.

3. Compile a list of recommenders and request letters of recommendation.



4. Prepare and submit a statement of purpose highlighting research interests.

5. Include a CV or resume detailing academic and professional experiences.

Tips for a Strong Application

Crafting a compelling application to Harvard's economics program involves more than meeting the

basic requirements. Here are some strategies for prospective applicants:

Focus on academic excellence, particularly in quantitative subjects.

e Engage in relevant extracurricular activities, such as economics clubs or internships.

Seek research opportunities, particularly those that involve data analysis or economic modeling.

Build strong relationships with mentors who can provide insightful letters of recommendation.

Write a personal statement that showcases unique experiences and a genuine passion for

economics.

By emphasizing these elements, applicants can create a more robust application that stands out to the

admissions committee.

Frequently Asked Questions



Q: What GPA do | need to apply for Harvard's economics program?

A: While there is no strict GPA requirement, competitive applicants typically have a GPA above 3.5 on

a 4.0 scale, particularly in relevant coursework such as mathematics and economics.

Q: Are standardized test scores mandatory for admission?

A: Harvard has adopted a test-optional policy; however, submitting strong SAT or ACT scores can

enhance an applicant's profile, especially for undergraduate admissions.

Q: What type of math background do | need for the economics
program?

A: A solid foundation in mathematics is crucial, including coursework in calculus and statistics.

Advanced math skills are particularly important for graduate studies.

Q: How important are letters of recommendation?

A: Letters of recommendation are a critical component of the application process, as they provide

insight into an applicant's abilities, character, and potential for success in economics.

Q: What should | include in my personal statement?

A: Your personal statement should reflect your passion for economics, highlight relevant experiences,
and explain your academic and career goals. It should demonstrate your unique perspective and

commitment to the field.



Q: Can | apply for a joint degree in economics and another field?

A: Yes, Harvard offers the opportunity to pursue joint degrees, allowing students to combine their

interests in economics with other disciplines, such as public policy or business administration.

Q: Is there financial aid available for economics students?

A: Harvard provides a range of financial aid options for both undergraduate and graduate students,

including scholarships, grants, and low-interest loans based on need and merit.

Q: What types of careers can | pursue with an economics degree from
Harvard?

A: Graduates with a degree in economics from Harvard can pursue various careers, including roles in

finance, consulting, government, academia, and international organizations, among others.

Q: How competitive is the admissions process for Harvard's economics
program?

A: The admissions process is highly competitive, with thousands of applicants vying for a limited
number of spots. Strong academic records, test scores, and compelling personal narratives are

essential for success.

Q: Are there opportunities for undergraduate research in economics?

A: Yes, Harvard encourages undergraduate students to engage in research, offering various programs

and resources to support their academic pursuits and foster collaboration with faculty.
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