harvard masters economics

harvard masters economics is a prestigious program that attracts students from around the globe,
seeking to deepen their understanding of economic theories and applications. This comprehensive
article will explore the essential aspects of the Harvard Master's in Economics, including its
curriculum, admission requirements, career opportunities, and the unique advantages of studying at
Harvard. By the end, readers will gain insights into why this program is highly sought after and how it
can significantly impact one's professional trajectory in the field of economics.
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Overview of Harvard Master’s in Economics

The Harvard Master’s in Economics is a rigorous graduate program designed for individuals aiming to
acquire advanced knowledge in economic theory and quantitative methods. The program is typically
two years long and includes a blend of theoretical and practical coursework. Harvard's economics
department is renowned for its research output and academic excellence, making it an attractive
option for prospective students.

The program is housed within the Harvard Graduate School of Arts and Sciences, offering a diverse
array of courses that cover various domains within economics. Students can choose from topics such
as microeconomics, macroeconomics, econometrics, and development economics, allowing for a
tailored educational experience. Additionally, Harvard prides itself on fostering a collaborative
environment, encouraging students to engage with faculty and peers in meaningful discussions and
research projects.

Curriculum Details

The curriculum of the Harvard Master’s in Economics is structured to provide students with a strong



foundation in both theoretical frameworks and practical applications of economic concepts. The
program includes core courses as well as elective options, allowing students to specialize in areas of
interest.

Core Courses

Core courses are designed to equip students with essential economic principles and methodologies.
These typically include:

Microeconomic Theory

Macroeconomic Theory

Statistical Methods for Economists

Econometrics

Quantitative Economic Analysis

These courses form the backbone of the program, ensuring that all graduates possess a robust
understanding of critical economic concepts and analytical techniques.

Elective Courses

In addition to core courses, students have the flexibility to select elective courses based on their
interests. Some popular electives may include:

Development Economics

Behavioral Economics

Public Economics

International Trade

Financial Economics

These electives allow students to delve deeper into specific areas of economics, preparing them for
diverse career paths.

Admission Requirements

Gaining admission to the Harvard Master’s in Economics program is competitive, and applicants must
meet several criteria. The admissions committee looks for candidates with strong academic
backgrounds, particularly in economics, mathematics, and related fields.



Educational Background

Applicants typically hold a bachelor's degree in economics or a related discipline. A solid foundation in
mathematics is crucial, as many courses require advanced quantitative skills. Courses in statistics,
calculus, and linear algebra are particularly beneficial.

Application Materials

The application process requires several key materials, including:

e Completed application form

» Official transcripts from previous institutions
e Letters of recommendation

e Statement of purpose

e Standardized test scores (GRE or GMAT)

Each component of the application is essential in assessing the applicant's potential for success in the
program.

Career Opportunities and Outcomes



