harvard phd economics admissions

harvard phd economics admissions is a highly sought-after process that attracts
aspiring economists from around the globe. The Harvard PhD in Economics program is
renowned for its rigorous academic standards, distinguished faculty, and a wealth of
research opportunities. This article will provide a comprehensive overview of the
admissions process, including eligibility criteria, application requirements, key deadlines,
and tips for a successful application. Additionally, we will explore the unique aspects of the
program and what candidates can expect during their time at Harvard. By the end of this
article, prospective students will have a clear understanding of how to navigate the Harvard
PhD economics admissions process effectively.

¢ |ntroduction
e Overview of Harvard's PhD in Economics

* Eligibility Criteria for Applicants

e Application Components

Key Deadlines and Timeline

Tips for a Successful Application

What to Expect in the Program

Conclusion

FAQs

Overview of Harvard's PhD in Economics

The PhD program in Economics at Harvard University is designed to train students in the
core areas of economics while also providing opportunities for specialization. The program
emphasizes both theoretical and empirical approaches, preparing graduates for careers in
academia, government, and the private sector. The faculty includes leading economists
who are engaged in cutting-edge research, providing students with mentorship and
guidance throughout their studies.

The curriculum covers a wide range of topics, including microeconomics, macroeconomics,
econometrics, and specialized fields such as labor economics, international economics, and
public finance. Students are encouraged to develop their own research agendas and
engage deeply with existing literature. The program typically takes five to six years to
complete, culminating in a dissertation that contributes original knowledge to the field.



Eligibility Criteria for Applicants

To be considered for admission to the Harvard PhD in Economics program, candidates must
meet specific eligibility requirements. The admissions committee seeks applicants with
strong academic backgrounds and a demonstrated interest in economics. Here are the
primary criteria:

e Educational Background: Applicants should possess a bachelor's degree or its
equivalent in economics or a related field. Coursework in mathematics, statistics, and
economics is highly recommended.

e Academic Performance: A competitive GPA is crucial. Successful applicants
typically have an excellent academic record, particularly in quantitative courses.

* Standardized Tests: The GRE is required, and strong quantitative scores are
essential. Some programs may waive the GRE requirement, so it is important to check
the specific guidelines.

e Letters of Recommendation: Candidates must submit three letters of
recommendation from individuals who can speak to their academic abilities and
potential for research.

o Statement of Purpose: A well-articulated statement outlining research interests and
career goals is necessary.

Application Components

The application for Harvard's PhD in Economics comprises several key components that
collectively demonstrate a candidate's qualifications and readiness for the program. Each
component plays a crucial role in the evaluation process:

Online Application Form

All applicants must complete the online application form, which includes personal
information, academic history, and details about extracurricular activities. This form serves
as the foundation for the admissions committee to assess the candidate's background.

Resume or Curriculum Vitae

Applicants should submit a resume or CV that details their educational background, work
experience, research projects, publications, and any relevant skills or achievements. This
document provides insight into the candidate's professional journey and commitment to the
field of economics.



Transcripts

Official transcripts from all post-secondary institutions attended must be submitted. The
transcripts should reflect the courses taken and grades earned, particularly in economics,
mathematics, and statistics.

Standardized Test Scores

As mentioned earlier, the GRE scores are required. Candidates must ensure that their
scores are sent directly to Harvard University from the testing agency. Strong quantitative
scores will enhance the application.

Letters of Recommendation

Three letters of recommendation are required. These should ideally come from professors
or professionals familiar with the applicant's academic work and research potential. It is
important for recommenders to highlight the candidate's strengths and suitability for a PhD
program.

Statement of Purpose

The statement of purpose is a critical component that outlines the applicant's research
interests, experiences, and career aspirations. It should clearly articulate why the candidate
wishes to pursue a PhD in Economics at Harvard specifically and how their goals align with
the program’s strengths.

Key Deadlines and Timeline

Understanding the admissions timeline is crucial for prospective students. The application
process for the Harvard PhD in Economics generally follows a structured timeline, which
includes the following key deadlines:

* Application Opening: The application typically opens in early September.
e Application Deadline: The deadline for submission is usually in early December.
e Interviews: Selected candidates may be invited for interviews in January or February.

* Notification of Admission: Admission decisions are generally communicated by late
February or early March.

e Enroliment Confirmation: Admitted students must confirm their enroliment by early
April.



Tips for a Successful Application

To enhance the chances of acceptance into the Harvard PhD in Economics program,
applicants should consider the following tips:

e Prepare Early: Begin preparing your application materials well in advance to ensure
thoroughness and quality.

e Focus on Research Interests: Clearly define your research interests in your
statement of purpose and relate them to faculty members at Harvard.

e Seek Strong Recommendations: Choose recommenders who know you well and
can provide specific examples of your capabilities and potential.

e Highlight Quantitative Skills: Given the quantitative nature of economics,
emphasize your proficiency in mathematics and statistics.

* Practice for the GRE: Invest time in preparing for the GRE to achieve competitive
scores, particularly in the quantitative section.

e Engage with Current Students: If possible, reach out to current PhD students to
gain insights into the program and application process.

What to Expect in the Program

The Harvard PhD in Economics program is rigorous and demanding. Students can expect a
challenging curriculum, extensive research opportunities, and a collaborative environment.
The initial years typically involve coursework that covers core economic theories,
guantitative methods, and specialized topics.

Research is a fundamental aspect of the program, with students encouraged to engage in
projects early in their studies. The dissertation phase is critical, allowing students to explore
their interests deeply and contribute original research to the field of economics.
Additionally, students have access to a wide array of resources, including seminars,
workshops, and networking opportunities with leading economists.

Conclusion

Harvard PhD economics admissions represent a significant opportunity for aspiring
economists to further their academic careers. By understanding the admissions process,
eligibility requirements, and the components of a successful application, candidates can
position themselves effectively for acceptance into this prestigious program. Harvard offers
a unique environment for intellectual growth, research, and collaboration, making it a top
choice for many in the field of economics.



Q: What are the prerequisites for applying to the
Harvard PhD in Economics program?

A: Applicants typically need a bachelor's degree in economics or a related field, strong
quantitative skills, and relevant coursework in mathematics and statistics.

Q: Are GRE scores mandatory for the Harvard PhD in
Economics admissions?

A: Yes, GRE scores are generally required, with a strong emphasis on the quantitative
section. Some applicants may have the option to waive the GRE based on specific criteria.

Q: How important is the statement of purpose in the
admissions process?

A: The statement of purpose is crucial as it outlines the applicant's research interests and
career goals, demonstrating their fit for the program and alignment with faculty expertise.

Q: When should | start preparing for my application?

A: It is advisable to start preparing your application materials at least six months prior to
the deadline to ensure you can produce high-quality work.

Q: What can | expect during the interview process?

A: The interview process typically involves discussions about your research interests,
academic background, and how you envision contributing to the Harvard economics
community.

Q: How long does it take to complete the PhD in
Economics at Harvard?

A: The program usually takes five to six years to complete, including coursework and
dissertation research.

Q: Is financial aid available for PhD students at
Harvard?

A: Yes, Harvard offers financial aid packages that typically cover tuition and provide living
stipends for PhD students, making it accessible for qualified candidates.



Q: Are there opportunities for teaching during the PhD
program?

A: Yes, PhD students often have opportunities to serve as teaching assistants, gaining
valuable teaching experience while supporting their academic pursuits.

Q: What research opportunities are available during the
program?

A: Students have access to various research projects, seminars, and collaborations with
faculty, allowing them to engage in cutting-edge economic research.

Q: Can | apply if | have a different academic
background?

A: While a background in economics is preferred, applicants with strong quantitative skills
and relevant coursework from other disciplines may also be considered.
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