
ib economics ia criteria 2022
ib economics ia criteria 2022 is a crucial aspect of the International Baccalaureate (IB) Economics
program, guiding students in their Internal Assessment (IA) projects. Understanding these criteria is
essential for students aiming to achieve high marks in their assessments. This article delves into the
specific criteria set for the IB Economics IA in 2022, outlining what is expected from students, tips for
meeting these requirements, and a breakdown of the evaluation process. By examining the criteria in
detail, students will be better equipped to produce high-quality work that meets the IB standards. The
following sections will provide a comprehensive overview of the IA criteria, the structure and format of
the IA, and common pitfalls to avoid.
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Overview of IB Economics IA
The Internal Assessment in IB Economics is an opportunity for students to apply economic theory to
real-world situations. It requires students to investigate a specific economic issue or question, analyze
data, and present their findings in a structured report. The IA is a significant component of the overall
assessment, representing 20% of the final grade in Higher Level (HL) and Standard Level (SL)
Economics. Students must demonstrate their understanding of economic concepts, analytical skills,
and ability to communicate effectively in their reports.

The IA consists of a written report that should not exceed 2,000 words. It is essential for students to
choose a relevant and focused topic that allows for in-depth analysis. The report must include an
introduction, the body of the analysis, and a conclusion, adhering to a clear structure that aligns with
the IB guidelines. By effectively engaging with the IA, students can showcase their understanding of
economics while developing essential research and writing skills.

Detailed Breakdown of IA Criteria 2022
The IA in IB Economics is evaluated based on specific criteria established by the IB. These criteria
focus on various aspects of the student's work, including the application of economic theory, analysis,
evaluation, and the overall presentation of the report. The criteria can be categorized into four main
areas:



Criterion A: Diagrams and Economic Theory
This criterion assesses how well students apply relevant economic theories and concepts to their
chosen topic. Students are expected to include diagrams that illustrate key economic principles
effectively. The use of diagrams should enhance the understanding of the analysis presented in the
report.

Criterion B: Application of Economic Analysis
Students must demonstrate their ability to apply economic analysis to real-world data and situations.
This includes interpreting data accurately, making connections between theory and practice, and
providing a thorough analysis of the economic issue at hand. A well-structured argument supported
by relevant evidence is crucial for achieving a high mark in this criterion.

Criterion C: Evaluation
This criterion evaluates the student's ability to assess the implications of their analysis critically.
Students should provide a balanced evaluation of the economic issue, considering different
perspectives and potential outcomes. This section should highlight the strengths and weaknesses of
the arguments presented, showcasing the student's ability to engage in higher-order thinking.

Criterion D: Presentation
Lastly, the presentation criterion focuses on the clarity and coherence of the report. A well-organized
report with clear headings, proper referencing, and a logical flow of ideas is essential. Students must
also adhere to the word limit and formatting guidelines set by the IB. A polished and professional
presentation can significantly impact the overall impression of the IA.

Tips for Meeting the IA Criteria
To excel in the IB Economics IA, students should adopt several strategies that align with the IA
criteria. These tips can help enhance the quality of the report and ensure that all criteria are
adequately addressed.

Select a Focused Topic: Choose a specific economic issue that allows for in-depth analysis.
Narrow down the topic to ensure it is manageable within the word limit.

Use Relevant Data: Incorporate recent and credible data to support your analysis. Using
varied sources can enhance the depth of your investigation.

Incorporate Diagrams: Use diagrams effectively to illustrate economic concepts. Ensure they
are clearly labeled and linked to your analysis.

Engage in Critical Evaluation: Don’t just present information; evaluate the implications and



consider alternative viewpoints.

Proofread and Edit: Review your report for clarity, coherence, and adherence to formatting
guidelines. A well-presented report reflects professionalism.

Common Pitfalls to Avoid
While working on the IA, students should be aware of common mistakes that can negatively impact
their performance. Avoiding these pitfalls can help students produce a stronger report.

Vague Topics: Selecting a broad or vague topic can lead to superficial analysis. Always aim for
specificity.

Lack of Data Analysis: Failing to analyze data thoroughly can weaken your arguments.
Ensure every claim is backed by evidence.

Neglecting Evaluation: Skipping the evaluation section can result in a lower mark. Make sure
to assess the implications of your analysis.

Poor Structure: A disorganized report can confuse the reader. Adhere to a clear structure with
logical flow.

Ignoring Feedback: Not seeking or ignoring feedback from peers or teachers can hinder
improvement. Utilize feedback to refine your work.

Conclusion
Understanding the ib economics ia criteria 2022 is essential for students aiming to achieve
success in their Internal Assessments. By familiarizing themselves with the specific requirements and
expectations outlined in the criteria, students can create well-structured, analytical, and coherent
reports. Key aspects include applying economic theory effectively, engaging in critical evaluation, and
presenting their findings in a clear manner. By following the tips provided and avoiding common
pitfalls, students can enhance their chances of achieving a high score on their IA. Ultimately, the IA is
not just a task to fulfill but an opportunity to apply economic knowledge meaningfully and creatively.

Q: What are the main criteria for the IB Economics IA in 2022?
A: The main criteria for the IB Economics IA in 2022 include Criterion A (Diagrams and Economic
Theory), Criterion B (Application of Economic Analysis), Criterion C (Evaluation), and Criterion D
(Presentation). Each criterion focuses on different aspects of the student's work, assessing their ability
to apply economic concepts, analyze data, evaluate implications, and present their findings clearly.



Q: How important is the choice of topic for the IA?
A: The choice of topic is extremely important for the IA. A focused and specific topic allows for deeper
analysis and a more structured report. Selecting a topic that is too broad can lead to superficial
analysis, while a well-defined topic offers a clear direction for research and writing.

Q: What is the maximum word limit for the IB Economics IA?
A: The maximum word limit for the IB Economics IA is 2,000 words. It is crucial for students to adhere
to this limit to avoid penalties and ensure that their analysis is concise and focused.

Q: How can students effectively use diagrams in their IA?
A: Students can effectively use diagrams in their IA by ensuring that each diagram is relevant to the
analysis and clearly labeled. Diagrams should enhance the reader's understanding of the economic
concepts being discussed and should be integrated into the analysis rather than presented as
standalone elements.

Q: What are some common mistakes to avoid in the IB
Economics IA?
A: Common mistakes to avoid in the IB Economics IA include selecting vague topics, failing to analyze
data thoroughly, neglecting evaluation, presenting a poorly structured report, and ignoring feedback
from peers or teachers. Being aware of these pitfalls can help students create stronger submissions.

Q: How much of the final grade does the IA represent?
A: The IA represents 20% of the final grade in both Higher Level (HL) and Standard Level (SL)
Economics. Therefore, performing well on the IA is critical for achieving a good overall score in the
subject.

Q: Is critical evaluation necessary for a high score in the IA?
A: Yes, critical evaluation is necessary for achieving a high score in the IA. Students are expected to
assess the implications of their analysis, consider different perspectives, and provide a balanced
evaluation of the economic issue being investigated.

Q: Should students seek feedback on their IA drafts?
A: Yes, students should actively seek feedback on their IA drafts from peers, teachers, or mentors.
Constructive feedback can provide valuable insights and help improve the quality of the report before
submission.



Q: Can students use past IA topics for inspiration?
A: Yes, students can use past IA topics for inspiration. However, it is important to ensure that the
chosen topic is relevant, specific, and allows for original analysis, rather than merely replicating
previous work.
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