
ib economics internal assessment examples
ib economics internal assessment examples provide invaluable insights into the practical
applications of economic theories and concepts. The Internal Assessment (IA) is a crucial component
of the IB Economics curriculum, allowing students to explore real-world economic issues and
demonstrate their analytical skills. This article will delve into various examples of successful IAs,
outlining their structure, evaluation criteria, and the importance of choosing relevant topics. By
understanding the nuances of effective IAs, students can enhance their performance and deepen their
comprehension of economics. The following sections will cover examples of IA topics, evaluation
criteria, tips for writing a successful IA, and common pitfalls to avoid.
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Examples of IB Economics Internal Assessment Topics

When selecting a topic for the IB Economics Internal Assessment, students should consider issues that
are relevant, current, and can be analyzed through the lens of economic theory. Below are several
examples of effective IA topics that demonstrate a range of economic concepts.

Microeconomic Examples

Microeconomics focuses on individual markets and the behavior of consumers and firms. Here are
some potential topics:

The impact of minimum wage legislation on employment in a local restaurant: This
topic allows students to analyze the effects of wage controls on labor markets.

Price elasticity of demand for a local product: Students can choose a specific product and
evaluate how changes in price affect consumer purchasing behavior.



Market structure analysis of a local grocery store: This example involves examining
competition, pricing strategies, and consumer choices within a local market.

Macroeconomic Examples

Macroeconomics deals with the economy as a whole, including inflation, unemployment, and national
income. Consider these topics:

Effects of government stimulus on economic growth: Analyze how fiscal policies impact
aggregate demand and economic performance.

The relationship between inflation and unemployment in a specific country: This topic
allows for an examination of the Phillips curve and related economic theories.

Evaluating the impact of international trade on a nation’s GDP: Students can explore
how trade agreements affect economic growth and development.

Evaluation Criteria for Internal Assessments

The Internal Assessment is assessed based on specific criteria defined by the IB. Understanding these
criteria is crucial for students to meet the expectations of examiners and achieve high marks.

Criterion A: Diagrams

Students must demonstrate their ability to create and accurately label relevant economic diagrams.
The diagrams should illustrate the economic concepts being discussed and enhance the analysis.

Criterion B: Application of Economic Theory

This criterion evaluates the depth of understanding and application of economic theory to the chosen
topic. Students should effectively link their analysis to real-world situations using appropriate
terminology.

Criterion C: Analysis and Evaluation



Analysis involves breaking down the economic issue into its components, while evaluation requires
students to assess the implications of their findings. A strong IA will include both aspects and present
a balanced view of the economic issue.

Criterion D: Organization and Presentation

Students must ensure their IA is well-structured, with clear headings, logical flow, and proper citation
of sources. Presentation quality can significantly impact the overall impression of the work.

Tips for Writing a Successful Internal Assessment

Writing a successful Internal Assessment requires careful planning and attention to detail. Here are
some essential tips to enhance the quality of the IA.

Choose a Relevant and Interesting Topic

Selecting a topic that genuinely interests the student makes the research process more engaging and
productive. It is also vital to ensure the topic is relevant to current economic issues and can be
analyzed effectively.

Utilize Economic Diagrams and Data

Incorporating economic diagrams and relevant data strengthens the analysis significantly. Visual aids
can help clarify complex concepts and provide empirical support for arguments.

Maintain Clarity and Conciseness

Students should aim for clarity in their writing, using straightforward language and avoiding jargon
unless necessary. Conciseness helps maintain the reader's interest and ensures that key points stand
out.

Seek Feedback from Peers or Teachers

Obtaining feedback from others can provide valuable perspectives and highlight areas for
improvement. Collaboration and discussion can enhance the quality of the IA and ensure it meets the
required standards.



Common Pitfalls to Avoid

While writing the Internal Assessment, many students encounter common pitfalls that can detract
from the overall quality of their work. Identifying these pitfalls can help students avoid them.

Overly Broad Topics

Choosing a topic that is too broad can lead to a lack of focus and depth in analysis. It is essential to
narrow down the topic to ensure a thorough examination of specific economic concepts.

Neglecting the Evaluation Criteria

Students sometimes overlook the evaluation criteria set by the IB. Regularly referencing these criteria
during the writing process can help ensure all necessary components are addressed.

Insufficient Research

Relying on limited sources can weaken the analysis. Students should strive to incorporate a wide
range of sources, including academic articles, newspaper reports, and relevant data.

Conclusion

The IB Economics Internal Assessment serves as a platform for students to apply economic theories to
real-world situations, enhancing their understanding and analytical skills. By exploring examples of
effective topics, understanding the evaluation criteria, and following best practices for writing,
students can create compelling and successful IAs. Avoiding common pitfalls and seeking feedback
can further improve the quality of their work. Ultimately, the Internal Assessment is not just an
academic requirement; it is an opportunity for students to engage deeply with economics and develop
skills that will benefit them in their future studies and careers.

FAQs

Q: What is the purpose of the IB Economics Internal
Assessment?
A: The IB Economics Internal Assessment allows students to apply economic theory to real-world
issues, developing analytical and research skills while demonstrating their understanding of economic



concepts.

Q: How long should the IB Economics Internal Assessment be?
A: The IB Economics Internal Assessment should be between 750 and 1,000 words, ensuring that
students provide sufficient analysis while remaining concise.

Q: Can I use data from online sources for my Internal
Assessment?
A: Yes, students can use data from online sources, but they should ensure that the sources are
credible and relevant to their topic. Proper citation is also crucial.

Q: How is the IB Economics Internal Assessment graded?
A: The Internal Assessment is graded based on four criteria: Diagrams, Application of Economic
Theory, Analysis and Evaluation, and Organization and Presentation.

Q: Should I include my own opinions in the Internal
Assessment?
A: While personal opinions can be included, the focus should remain on economic analysis and
evaluation. It is essential to support arguments with evidence and sound reasoning.

Q: What are some good sources for research for the Internal
Assessment?
A: Good sources include academic journals, economic databases, reputable news outlets, and
government publications that provide relevant data and analysis related to economic issues.

Q: Is it necessary to use economic diagrams in my Internal
Assessment?
A: Yes, using economic diagrams is necessary as they help illustrate key concepts and enhance the
clarity of the analysis. Diagrams should be relevant and accurately labeled.

Q: How much time should I allocate to writing my Internal
Assessment?
A: It is advisable to allocate several weeks to writing the Internal Assessment, allowing time for
research, drafting, revision, and obtaining feedback from peers or teachers.



Q: What are some common mistakes to avoid in the Internal
Assessment?
A: Common mistakes include choosing overly broad topics, neglecting evaluation criteria, insufficient
research, and poor organization of content.
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