
is economics bachelor of arts or science

is economics bachelor of arts or science is a common query among prospective college students

exploring the field of economics. The debate between whether an economics degree is classified as a

Bachelor of Arts (BA) or a Bachelor of Science (BS) often hinges on the specific program structure and

focus of the educational institution. This article will delve into the distinctions between a Bachelor of

Arts and a Bachelor of Science in economics, the curriculum differences, career prospects for each

degree type, and factors to consider when choosing a program. By the end, readers will have a

comprehensive understanding of the economics degree classification, aiding them in making informed

educational choices.
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Understanding Economics Degrees

Economics is a social science that studies how individuals, businesses, and governments allocate



resources. It analyzes various behaviors and interactions in relation to production, consumption, and

distribution. The two primary types of undergraduate degrees in economics are the Bachelor of Arts

(BA) and the Bachelor of Science (BS). Each degree offers unique approaches to the study of

economics, impacting both the educational experience and career trajectories of graduates.

The distinction between a BA and a BS in economics is often defined by the curriculum focus. A

Bachelor of Arts typically emphasizes the social, political, and historical aspects of economics, while a

Bachelor of Science leans towards quantitative analysis and technical skills. Understanding these

differences can help students align their educational choices with their career aspirations.

Differences Between Bachelor of Arts and Bachelor of Science

in Economics

The fundamental differences between a BA and BS in economics revolve around the coursework and

skills developed during the program. Here are some key distinctions:

Curriculum Focus: A BA in economics often includes a broader humanities perspective,

integrating subjects such as history, sociology, and political science, while a BS focuses more on

mathematics, statistics, and analytical skills.

Mathematical Requirements: BS programs typically have more rigorous math requirements,

including calculus and advanced statistics, essential for quantitative analysis.

Research and Methodology: Students pursuing a BS may engage more in empirical research and

quantitative methodology, whereas BA students might focus on theoretical applications and

qualitative research.

Skill Development: BA programs often foster critical thinking, communication, and writing skills,



while BS programs emphasize analytical thinking and problem-solving abilities.

Curriculum Breakdown

The curriculum for economics degrees can vary significantly between institutions, but there are

common patterns based on whether the degree is a BA or BS. Understanding these patterns can help

prospective students make informed decisions about their educational paths.

Curriculum for Bachelor of Arts in Economics

Students pursuing a BA in economics typically experience a curriculum that emphasizes the social

sciences, humanities, and liberal arts. Common courses may include:

Introduction to Microeconomics

Introduction to Macroeconomics

Economic History

International Economics

Game Theory

Labor Economics

Political Economy



In addition to economics courses, BA students are often required to complete general education

requirements that include foreign languages, philosophy, and social sciences, promoting a well-

rounded educational experience.

Curriculum for Bachelor of Science in Economics

In contrast, a BS in economics is generally more focused on technical and quantitative skills. Typical

coursework includes:

Calculus for Business and Economics

Econometrics

Statistical Methods in Economics

Microeconomic Theory

Macroeconomic Theory

Data Analysis

Financial Economics

BS students often engage in more rigorous mathematical training and may have opportunities for

internships or research projects that emphasize data analysis and quantitative methods.



Career Prospects for BA and BS Graduates

Graduates with a degree in economics, whether a BA or BS, have a wide range of career opportunities

available. However, the type of degree may influence the specific roles and industries graduates can

pursue.

Career Paths for Bachelor of Arts Graduates

BA graduates often find employment in roles that require strong communication, analytical, and critical

thinking skills. Typical career paths include:

Policy Analyst

Market Research Analyst

Nonprofit Manager

Human Resources Specialist

Sales and Marketing Manager

These roles often focus on qualitative analysis and understanding human behavior within economic

contexts.



Career Paths for Bachelor of Science Graduates

BS graduates, with their strong quantitative skills, often pursue careers that require data analysis and

technical expertise. Common career paths include:

Data Analyst

Financial Analyst

Actuary

Risk Management Consultant

Economic Consultant

These positions typically involve quantitative methods and analytical skills, making them ideal for BS

graduates.

Factors to Consider When Choosing a Degree

When deciding between a Bachelor of Arts and a Bachelor of Science in economics, students should

consider several factors, including:

Career Goals: Reflect on what types of jobs you aspire to and whether they favor qualitative or

quantitative skills.



Interests: Consider whether you prefer social science and humanities or mathematics and data

analysis.

Program Reputation: Research the reputation of different programs and their alumni networks.

Graduate Education: If you plan to pursue graduate studies, explore the prerequisites for the

programs that interest you.

Ultimately, the choice between a BA and a BS in economics should align with both personal interests

and professional aspirations.

Conclusion

The question of whether economics is a Bachelor of Arts or a Bachelor of Science is nuanced and

depends on the specific program structure at various educational institutions. While a BA in economics

focuses more on the qualitative aspects of the field, a BS emphasizes quantitative analysis and

technical skills. Both degrees provide valuable knowledge and skills applicable to a wide range of

careers in economics and related fields. By understanding the differences in curriculum and career

outcomes, students can make informed decisions that align with their goals and interests in the field of

economics.

Q: What is the main difference between a Bachelor of Arts and a

Bachelor of Science in economics?

A: The main difference lies in the focus of the curriculum; a BA emphasizes social sciences and

humanities, while a BS concentrates on quantitative analysis and mathematical skills.



Q: Which degree is better for a career in finance?

A: A Bachelor of Science in economics is generally better suited for careers in finance due to its focus

on quantitative skills and financial analysis.

Q: Can I switch from a Bachelor of Arts to a Bachelor of Science in

economics later in my studies?

A: Yes, many universities allow students to switch between degree programs, though it may require

completing additional coursework.

Q: Does a Bachelor of Arts in economics limit my job opportunities?

A: Not necessarily; a BA can lead to various career paths, especially in fields that value strong

communication and critical thinking skills, such as policy analysis and marketing.

Q: Are there any graduate programs that prefer one degree over the

other?

A: Some graduate programs, particularly in economics and quantitative fields, may prefer or require a

Bachelor of Science due to its rigorous mathematical training.

Q: What skills do I gain from a Bachelor of Arts in economics?

A: A BA in economics helps develop skills in critical thinking, qualitative analysis, communication, and

a broad understanding of social and political contexts.



Q: Is it possible to pursue dual majors in economics with both BA and

BS tracks?

A: Yes, pursuing dual majors or a double degree is possible at some institutions, allowing students to

gain a comprehensive understanding of both qualitative and quantitative aspects of economics.

Q: How does the choice of degree affect salary potential?

A: Generally, BS graduates may have higher starting salaries compared to BA graduates, particularly

in technical fields like finance and data analysis.

Q: What should I consider when choosing an economics program?

A: Consider factors like curriculum focus, faculty expertise, internship opportunities, program

reputation, and alignment with your career goals when choosing an economics program.
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