lehigh university economics

lehigh university economics is a pivotal area of study that combines theoretical frameworks with
practical applications, preparing students for a diverse range of careers in business, government, and
academia. The economics program at Lehigh University offers a comprehensive curriculum that
emphasizes analytical skills, quantitative reasoning, and a deep understanding of economic principles.
This article will explore the various aspects of Lehigh University’s economics program, including its
curriculum, faculty, research opportunities, and career prospects for graduates. Additionally, we will
highlight the unique features that make Lehigh's approach to economics stand out in the academic

landscape.
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Overview of Lehigh University Economics

Lehigh University, located in Bethlehem, Pennsylvania, is renowned for its strong emphasis on
research and interdisciplinary education. The economics program is housed within the College of
Business, where it aims to equip students with the tools necessary to analyze complex economic
issues. Students are trained to think critically about economic phenomena and develop the skills
needed to interpret data, understand market dynamics, and inform policy decisions. The program not
only covers traditional economic theories but also incorporates contemporary issues such as

globalization, environmental economics, and behavioral economics.

Lehigh's economics program is designed to foster a deep understanding of both micro and
macroeconomic principles. This dual focus ensures that graduates have a well-rounded perspective on
economic systems, enabling them to address real-world challenges effectively. The curriculum
encourages students to engage with current economic events and trends, helping them to become

informed citizens as well as skilled professionals.

Curriculum and Course Offerings

The curriculum of Lehigh University’s economics program is comprehensive and structured to provide
a robust foundation in economic theory and practice. Students have the opportunity to explore various

subfields of economics through a diverse selection of courses. Core courses typically include:

¢ Principles of Microeconomics
¢ Principles of Macroeconomics

¢ Intermediate Microeconomic Theory



¢ Intermediate Macroeconomic Theory

e Econometrics

¢ |nternational Economics

In addition to these foundational courses, students can choose from a range of electives that allow

them to tailor their education to specific interests. Some popular elective topics include:

Labor Economics

Public Economics

e Environmental Economics

Development Economics

Game Theory

The program also emphasizes the importance of quantitative skills, and students are encouraged to
take courses in statistics and mathematics to enhance their analytical capabilities. This focus on data-

driven decision-making prepares graduates for the analytical demands of the workforce.

Faculty and Research Opportunities



The faculty within the economics department at Lehigh University comprises distinguished scholars
and practitioners who bring a wealth of knowledge and experience to the classroom. The faculty's
diverse research interests span various areas, including but not limited to labor economics, health
economics, and financial markets. This diversity enriches the learning environment and exposes

students to cutting-edge research and methodologies.

Students are encouraged to engage in research projects alongside faculty members, providing them

with invaluable hands-on experience. Research opportunities may include:

¢ Assisting in ongoing faculty research projects
¢ Participating in independent research initiatives

¢ Contributing to economic studies and data analysis

Additionally, the economics department hosts seminars and workshops where students can present
their research findings and receive feedback from faculty and peers. This collaborative environment

fosters critical thinking and enhances students' ability to articulate complex economic concepts.

Career Opportunities for Graduates

Graduates of Lehigh University’s economics program are well-prepared for a variety of career paths.
The rigorous training in analytical skills and economic theory equips them to succeed in numerous
fields including finance, consulting, public policy, and academia. Many alumni have found successful

careers in:



Financial Services (e.g., investment banking, asset management)

Government Agencies (e.g., economic policy analysis)

Nonprofit Organizations (e.g., economic development)

Consulting Firms (e.g., economic consulting, market research)

¢ Academia (e.g., pursuing advanced degrees and teaching positions)

The career services at Lehigh University further support students by providing resources such as
resume workshops, interview preparation, and networking opportunities. The strong alumni network

also plays a crucial role in helping graduates secure positions in competitive job markets.

Unique Features of Lehigh’s Economics Program

Lehigh University’s economics program offers several unique features that distinguish it from other
institutions. One of the standout aspects is its interdisciplinary approach, allowing students to integrate
economics with other fields such as business, engineering, and environmental studies. This
interdisciplinary perspective enhances students' understanding of complex issues and prepares them

for the multifaceted challenges of the modern economy.

Another notable feature is the program's commitment to experiential learning. Students have
opportunities to engage in internships and co-op programs that provide practical experience in real-
world settings. These experiences not only enhance students' resumes but also give them insights into

the application of economic theories and principles in practice.

Furthermore, Lehigh encourages students to participate in study abroad programs, which broaden their



global perspective on economic issues. Exposure to different economic systems and cultures
enhances their educational experience and prepares them to work in an increasingly globalized

economy.

Conclusion

Lehigh University economics stands out as a dynamic program that prepares students for a wide range
of careers in economics and related fields. With a comprehensive curriculum, experienced faculty, and
ample research and career opportunities, students are equipped with the skills necessary to navigate
the complexities of the economic landscape. The program’s emphasis on interdisciplinary learning and
experiential education further enriches the student experience, fostering a deep understanding of
economic principles in a global context. As the demand for skilled economists continues to grow,

graduates of Lehigh’s economics program are poised for success in their chosen paths.

Q: What degrees does Lehigh University offer in economics?

A: Lehigh University offers undergraduate degrees in economics, including a Bachelor of Arts (BA) and
a Bachelor of Science (BS) in Economics. Additionally, students can pursue a minor in economics

alongside other fields of study.

Q: Can students participate in research during their studies?

A: Yes, students in the economics program have numerous opportunities to participate in research
projects with faculty members, allowing them to gain hands-on experience and enhance their analytical

skills.



Q: What are the career prospects for graduates of Lehigh’s economics
program?

A: Graduates of Lehigh’s economics program have strong career prospects across various sectors,
including finance, government, consulting, and academia. Many alumni secure positions in reputable

organizations and pursue advanced degrees.

Q: How does Lehigh University support student internships?

A: Lehigh University provides extensive career services that assist students in finding internships,
including resume workshops, interview preparation, and networking opportunities with alumni and

industry professionals.

Q: Are there opportunities for interdisciplinary study in the economics
program?

A: Yes, Lehigh’s economics program promotes interdisciplinary study, allowing students to combine
their economics education with other fields such as business, engineering, and environmental studies

for a broader academic experience.

Q: What unique features does Lehigh’s economics program offer?

A: Unique features of Lehigh’s economics program include its interdisciplinary approach, strong
emphasis on experiential learning through internships and study abroad programs, and a focus on

research collaboration with faculty.



Q: Is a graduate degree in economics recommended after completing
the undergraduate program?

A: While not mandatory, many graduates choose to pursue advanced degrees in economics or related
fields to enhance their knowledge and improve their career prospects, especially in competitive job

markets.

Q: What skills do students develop in Lehigh's economics program?

A: Students develop critical analytical skills, quantitative reasoning, problem-solving abilities, and a
deep understanding of economic principles, all of which are valuable in a variety of professional

contexts.

Q: Does Lehigh University have a strong alumni network in economics?

A: Yes, Lehigh University boasts a robust alumni network that provides valuable connections for
current students and recent graduates as they seek job opportunities and career advancement in

economics.

Q: What is the role of faculty in the economics program at Lehigh?

A: Faculty members at Lehigh University are actively involved in research and teaching, providing
students with mentorship, guidance, and opportunities to engage in meaningful academic projects that

enhance their learning experience.
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