
notre dame economics phd

notre dame economics phd is a prestigious program that attracts aspiring economists from around the

globe. With a rich tradition of academic excellence, the Notre Dame Economics PhD program is

designed to prepare students for advanced research and teaching roles in the field of economics. This

article provides a comprehensive overview of the program, its structure, faculty, research opportunities,

and career prospects for graduates. Additionally, we will explore the application process, funding

options, and the unique attributes that set Notre Dame apart in the realm of higher education.

Following this introduction, the article will be structured as follows:

Overview of the Notre Dame Economics PhD Program

Program Structure and Curriculum

Faculty and Research Opportunities

Career Prospects

Application Process and Requirements

Funding and Financial Aid

Unique Attributes of Notre Dame



Overview of the Notre Dame Economics PhD Program

The Notre Dame Economics PhD program is renowned for its rigorous academic standards and its

commitment to developing scholars and practitioners capable of addressing complex economic issues.

The program is housed within the Department of Economics at the University of Notre Dame, which is

recognized for its research output and the quality of its faculty. Students in the program engage in a

broad range of economic theories and applications, preparing them for a wide array of career paths in

academia, government, and the private sector.

The program emphasizes both theoretical frameworks and empirical analysis, ensuring that graduates

possess a well-rounded understanding of economic principles. The faculty comprises leading experts

in various fields of economics, providing mentorship and guidance throughout the students' academic

journeys.

Program Structure and Curriculum

The Notre Dame Economics PhD program typically spans five years and is divided into coursework,

comprehensive exams, and dissertation research.

Coursework

During the first two years, students complete a series of core courses designed to provide a solid

foundation in economic theory, econometrics, and applied economics. These courses cover essential

topics such as:

Microeconomic Theory



Macroeconomic Theory

Econometrics

Game Theory

Public Economics

In addition to core courses, students have the flexibility to choose electives that align with their

research interests, allowing for a more tailored educational experience.

Comprehensive Exams

After completing coursework, students must pass comprehensive exams that assess their mastery of

the material. These exams are critical milestones in the program, as they determine a student's

readiness to progress to the dissertation phase.

Dissertation Research

The dissertation is the centerpiece of the PhD experience at Notre Dame. Students work closely with

faculty advisors to develop original research that contributes to the field of economics. Dissertation

topics often reflect the student's interests and the expertise of the faculty, fostering a collaborative

research environment.



Faculty and Research Opportunities

One of the hallmarks of the Notre Dame Economics PhD program is its distinguished faculty.

Comprising scholars with diverse research interests, the faculty is dedicated to mentoring students and

guiding their academic pursuits.

Research Areas

Faculty members are engaged in a variety of research areas, including:

Behavioral Economics

Development Economics

Environmental Economics

Labor Economics

International Economics

Students are encouraged to participate in ongoing research projects and may have opportunities to co-

author papers with faculty, enhancing their research skills and academic profiles.

Career Prospects



Graduates of the Notre Dame Economics PhD program are well-prepared for careers in academia,

research institutions, and policy-making organizations. The program's rigorous training equips them

with the analytical skills necessary for high-level economic analysis.

Employment Sectors

PhD graduates find employment in diverse sectors, including:

Universities and colleges as faculty members

Government agencies as economic analysts

Think tanks and research organizations

Private sector firms in financial services and consulting

International organizations such as the World Bank and IMF

The program's strong reputation and network facilitate job placements, with many graduates securing

positions shortly after completing their degrees.

Application Process and Requirements

Applying to the Notre Dame Economics PhD program involves several steps and specific requirements

that prospective students must fulfill.



Application Components

The application process typically includes the following components:

Completed application form

Official transcripts from all post-secondary institutions

Letters of recommendation (usually three)

Statement of purpose outlining research interests

Resume or curriculum vitae

GRE scores (optional for some applicants)

It is essential for applicants to demonstrate strong quantitative skills and a background in economics or

a related field.

Deadlines

Prospective students should pay close attention to application deadlines, which are typically set in late

December or early January for admission in the following fall semester.



Funding and Financial Aid

Funding is a crucial consideration for many PhD candidates. The Notre Dame Economics PhD

program offers a range of financial aid options to support students throughout their studies.

Fellowships and Assistantships

Most PhD students receive funding through fellowships or graduate assistantships, which cover tuition

and provide a stipend for living expenses. Responsibilities may include teaching undergraduate

courses or assisting faculty with research.

External Funding Opportunities

Students are also encouraged to seek external funding sources, including scholarships and grants

from government and private organizations. This additional funding can help alleviate financial burdens

and support research endeavors.

Unique Attributes of Notre Dame

The Notre Dame Economics PhD program stands out for its commitment to fostering a community of

scholars who are not only proficient in economics but also engaged in ethical considerations

surrounding economic issues.



Values-Based Education

The program is influenced by the university's Catholic mission, which emphasizes ethical decision-

making and social responsibility. This unique perspective shapes the research interests and teaching

philosophies of faculty and students alike.

Networking and Collaboration

Notre Dame's strong alumni network and collaborative environment provide students with valuable

connections in academia and industry. Regular seminars, workshops, and conferences facilitate

intellectual exchange and professional development.

The Notre Dame Economics PhD program offers a comprehensive and enriching educational

experience for those aspiring to become leaders in the field of economics. With its rigorous curriculum,

distinguished faculty, and commitment to ethical scholarship, graduates are well-equipped to make

significant contributions to economic research and policy.

Q: What are the admission requirements for the Notre Dame

Economics PhD program?

A: The admission requirements typically include a completed application form, official transcripts,

letters of recommendation, a statement of purpose, a resume, and GRE scores. Strong quantitative

skills and a background in economics or a related field are essential.

Q: How long does the Notre Dame Economics PhD program take to



complete?

A: The program generally takes about five years to complete, encompassing coursework,

comprehensive exams, and dissertation research.

Q: Are there funding opportunities available for PhD students?

A: Yes, the program offers funding through fellowships and graduate assistantships, which cover tuition

and provide stipends. Students are also encouraged to seek external funding sources.

Q: What career paths are available for graduates of the program?

A: Graduates can pursue careers in academia, government agencies, think tanks, private sector firms,

and international organizations, among other sectors.

Q: How does the Notre Dame program differ from other PhD programs

in economics?

A: The program emphasizes ethical considerations in economics, influenced by the university's

Catholic mission, and fosters a collaborative community with strong networking opportunities.

Q: What research areas are faculty members involved in?

A: Faculty members engage in various research areas, including behavioral economics, development

economics, environmental economics, labor economics, and international economics.

Q: What is the importance of comprehensive exams in the PhD



program?

A: Comprehensive exams assess students' mastery of core economic theories and methods,

determining their readiness to advance to the dissertation phase.

Q: Can students work with faculty on research projects?

A: Yes, students are encouraged to participate in faculty-led research projects and may have

opportunities to co-author papers, enhancing their research skills.

Q: What types of courses are included in the curriculum?

A: The curriculum includes core courses in microeconomic and macroeconomic theory, econometrics,

and various electives that allow students to tailor their studies to their research interests.

Q: When do students typically apply to the program?

A: Applications are generally due in late December or early January for admission in the following fall

semester.
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