
ou economics department
ou economics department is a prominent academic unit that offers a robust curriculum,
distinguished faculty, and a vibrant research environment. Located at the University of Oklahoma,
the department is committed to fostering a deep understanding of economic principles and their
applications in real-world scenarios. This article explores the various facets of the OU Economics
Department, including its academic programs, faculty expertise, research opportunities, student
resources, and community engagement. By delving into these aspects, we aim to provide a
comprehensive overview that highlights the department's strengths and contributions to the field of
economics.
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Overview of the OU Economics Department
The OU Economics Department is dedicated to advancing the study of economics through a
comprehensive curriculum that emphasizes both theoretical foundations and practical applications.
The department is part of the College of Arts and Sciences and is known for its rigorous academic
standards and commitment to excellence in teaching and research. With a diverse group of faculty
members and a wide range of academic offerings, the OU Economics Department prepares students
to tackle contemporary economic issues and contribute meaningfully to society.

In addition to traditional economics education, the department emphasizes interdisciplinary
approaches, integrating insights from various fields such as political science, sociology, and
environmental studies. This holistic view allows students to analyze economic issues from multiple
perspectives, enhancing their critical thinking and analytical skills.



Academic Programs Offered
The OU Economics Department offers a variety of academic programs designed to meet the needs of
students at different stages of their educational journey. These programs include undergraduate
degrees, graduate degrees, and specialized certificates.

Undergraduate Programs
Students pursuing an undergraduate degree in economics can choose from several tracks, including:

Bachelor of Arts in Economics

Bachelor of Science in Economics

Economics Minor

The Bachelor of Arts program typically emphasizes a broader liberal arts education, while the
Bachelor of Science program focuses more on quantitative analysis and statistical methods. Both
tracks equip students with a solid foundation in economic theory and practical skills applicable in
various careers.

Graduate Programs
For those looking to advance their education further, the OU Economics Department offers graduate
programs, including:

Master of Arts in Economics

Ph.D. in Economics

The Master's program is designed for students seeking to deepen their understanding of economic
concepts and apply them in professional settings, while the Ph.D. program prepares students for
academic and research careers in economics.

Faculty and Staff Expertise
The faculty of the OU Economics Department comprises accomplished scholars and practitioners
who are dedicated to teaching and mentoring students. The diverse expertise of the faculty
enhances the educational experience by providing students with insights into various areas of
economics.



Research Interests
Faculty members engage in a wide range of research topics, including but not limited to:

Macroeconomics

Microeconomics

Behavioral Economics

Development Economics

Environmental Economics

This diversity allows students to explore different economic theories and applications, encouraging
them to think critically about complex economic issues.

Teaching Excellence
The department is committed to teaching excellence, employing innovative pedagogical techniques
to engage students actively. Faculty members often incorporate real-world case studies and current
events into their curriculum, helping students connect theoretical knowledge with practical
application.

Research Opportunities
The OU Economics Department supports a vibrant research environment that encourages student
participation. Research opportunities are available for both undergraduate and graduate students,
allowing them to collaborate with faculty on various projects.

Undergraduate Research
Undergraduate students have the chance to engage in research through programs such as:

Research Assistantships

Independent Study Projects

Capstone Projects

These experiences enable students to develop essential research skills and contribute to ongoing
economic discussions.



Graduate Research
Graduate students are expected to conduct original research as part of their degree requirements.
They have access to various resources, including research funding and opportunities to present at
conferences, which help them build professional networks and gain visibility in the academic
community.

Student Resources and Support
The OU Economics Department is dedicated to providing students with the resources and support
necessary for academic and professional success. From advising services to career development
initiatives, the department prioritizes student needs.

Academic Advising
Students have access to academic advisors who assist with course selection, degree planning, and
career exploration. These advisors play a crucial role in guiding students through their academic
journey and ensuring they meet their educational goals.

Career Services
The department offers career services that include:

Internship Opportunities

Job Placement Assistance

Resume Workshops

Networking Events

These services are designed to prepare students for successful careers in various sectors, including
government, academia, and the private sector.

Community Engagement and Outreach
The OU Economics Department recognizes the importance of community engagement and actively
participates in outreach initiatives. Through various programs and partnerships, the department
aims to apply economic principles to address local and global challenges.

Public Lectures and Workshops
The department frequently hosts public lectures and workshops featuring renowned economists and



industry experts. These events provide valuable insights into current economic trends and issues,
fostering a culture of learning beyond the classroom.

Collaborative Projects
Faculty and students often engage in collaborative projects with local organizations and government
agencies. These partnerships allow students to apply their knowledge in real-world settings,
contributing positively to the community while enhancing their educational experience.

Conclusion
The OU Economics Department stands out as a leader in economic education and research. With a
comprehensive array of academic programs, a dedicated faculty, and a commitment to student
success, the department prepares its graduates to meet the challenges of a dynamic economic
landscape. Through its emphasis on research, community engagement, and professional
development, the OU Economics Department not only enriches the academic experience of its
students but also contributes significantly to the field of economics and society at large.

Q: What degrees does the OU Economics Department offer?
A: The OU Economics Department offers a Bachelor of Arts, Bachelor of Science, Master's degree,
and a Ph.D. in Economics, along with a minor in economics.

Q: How does the OU Economics Department support
undergraduate research?
A: The department supports undergraduate research through research assistantships, independent
study projects, and capstone projects that encourage students to engage in original research.

Q: What opportunities does the department provide for career
development?
A: The OU Economics Department provides students with internship opportunities, job placement
assistance, resume workshops, and networking events to enhance their career prospects.

Q: Can students collaborate with faculty on research projects?
A: Yes, students at both undergraduate and graduate levels have opportunities to collaborate with
faculty members on various research projects, gaining valuable experience.



Q: What types of community engagement does the OU
Economics Department participate in?
A: The department engages in community outreach through public lectures, workshops, and
collaborative projects with local organizations and government agencies.

Q: Who are the faculty members in the OU Economics
Department?
A: The faculty members are experienced scholars and practitioners with diverse expertise in various
fields of economics, dedicated to teaching and mentoring students.

Q: How does the department incorporate real-world
applications into its curriculum?
A: Faculty members incorporate real-world case studies and current economic events into their
teaching, helping students connect theoretical knowledge with practical applications.

Q: What is the focus of the graduate programs in the OU
Economics Department?
A: The graduate programs focus on advancing students' understanding of economic concepts and
preparing them for academic and research careers in the field of economics.

Q: Are there opportunities for interdisciplinary study within
the department?
A: Yes, the OU Economics Department encourages interdisciplinary approaches, integrating insights
from various fields to provide a comprehensive understanding of economic issues.

Q: How does the OU Economics Department foster a culture of
learning?
A: The department fosters a culture of learning through public lectures, workshops, and
collaborative projects, promoting engagement with current economic trends and discussions.
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