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phd business economics harvard is a prestigious program that combines rigorous
academic training with real-world applicability, preparing graduates for impactful careers in
academia, government, and the private sector. This article will explore the various aspects
of pursuing a PhD in Business Economics at Harvard, including program structure,
admission requirements, research opportunities, and career prospects. We will also delve
into the faculty expertise and unique resources available to students, making this program
one of the most sought-after in the field. By the end of this article, readers will have a
comprehensive understanding of what it takes to succeed in this challenging yet rewarding
academic pursuit.
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Program Overview

The PhD program in Business Economics at Harvard University is designed to prepare
students for research and teaching careers in academia, as well as for roles in government
and industry. The program is jointly administered by the Harvard Business School and the
Department of Economics at Harvard University. It emphasizes both theoretical and
empirical methods, combining rigorous economic analysis with practical business
applications.

Students in this program engage in a broad range of topics, from microeconomic theory to
applied econometrics. The curriculum is structured to provide a strong foundation in
economic theory while allowing for specialization in areas such as industrial organization,
labor economics, and international trade. Harvard’s prestigious reputation, combined with
its extensive resources, makes this program a top choice for aspiring economists.



Admission Requirements

Gaining admission to the PhD program in Business Economics at Harvard is highly
competitive. Candidates are expected to demonstrate exceptional academic achievement,
strong analytical skills, and a clear research interest in business economics. The following
are the primary admission requirements:

A completed application form

Official transcripts from all post-secondary institutions

Letters of recommendation (typically three)

A statement of purpose outlining research interests and career goals

Standardized test scores (GRE or GMAT)

A resume or CV

In addition to meeting these requirements, successful candidates often have a strong
background in economics, mathematics, and statistics. This foundation is crucial for
navigating the program’s rigorous coursework and research expectations.

Curriculum and Structure

The curriculum of the PhD program in Business Economics at Harvard is designed to
provide students with both theoretical knowledge and practical skills. The program typically
takes five years to complete and includes a combination of coursework, research, and
teaching experience.

Core Courses

Students begin their studies with core courses that cover essential topics in economics and
business. These courses include:

Microeconomic Theory

Macroeconomic Theory

Econometrics



Industrial Organization

Behavioral Economics

These foundational courses ensure that all students acquire a deep understanding of
economic principles and methodologies.

Elective Courses and Specialization

As students progress, they have the opportunity to take elective courses that allow for
specialization in particular areas of interest. This flexibility enables students to tailor their
education to their career aspirations and research goals. Common areas of specialization
include:

Labor Economics

Health Economics

Public Economics

Development Economics

Finance

In addition to coursework, students are required to conduct original research, culminating in
a dissertation that contributes to the field of business economics.

Research Opportunities

Research is a critical component of the PhD program in Business Economics at Harvard.
Students are encouraged to engage in research from the outset, working alongside faculty
members on ongoing projects or pursuing their independent research interests. The
program provides various resources to facilitate research, including access to extensive
databases and research funding opportunities.

Collaboration and Networking

Students benefit from a collaborative environment that fosters networking and mentorship.
Opportunities to present research findings at conferences and seminars further enhance



students’ academic profiles and professional connections. Harvard’s location in Boston also
allows for engagement with a vibrant community of economists and business leaders.

Faculty and Resources

The faculty involved in the PhD program in Business Economics at Harvard is comprised of
leading scholars and practitioners in the field. Faculty members are not only accomplished
researchers but also dedicated educators who are committed to mentoring their students.
Their diverse expertise spans various subfields of economics and business, providing
students with rich insights and guidance throughout their studies.

Facilities and Support Services

Harvard offers state-of-the-art facilities and resources for business economics students.
These include:

The Harvard Business School library, one of the largest business libraries in the world

Access to research databases and econometric software

Workshops and seminars featuring guest speakers from various sectors

Career services that assist with job placement and internship opportunities

Such resources are invaluable for students as they prepare for their future careers and
develop their research skills.

Career Prospects

Graduates of the PhD program in Business Economics at Harvard are well-equipped for a
variety of career paths. Many alumni go on to pursue academic positions at top universities,
while others find roles in government agencies, think tanks, and private industry. The skills
acquired during the program, such as advanced analytical reasoning and empirical research
capabilities, are highly valued across sectors.

Alumni Success Stories

Notable alumni from the program have made significant contributions to economics and



business. Their success serves as a testament to the quality of education provided by
Harvard. Graduates have taken on leadership roles in academia, published influential
research, and consulted for major corporations and international organizations.

Conclusion

Pursuing a PhD in Business Economics at Harvard is an intellectually stimulating and
rewarding endeavor. With a strong emphasis on research, a collaborative academic
environment, and access to world-class faculty and resources, students are well-prepared
to make meaningful contributions to the field of economics. As the landscape of business
continues to evolve, the skills and knowledge gained from this program will remain relevant
and sought after in various professional contexts.

Q: What is the duration of the PhD program in Business
Economics at Harvard?
A: The PhD program typically takes five years to complete, including coursework, research,
and dissertation writing.

Q: What are the main focus areas of research in the
PhD program?
A: Research areas include industrial organization, labor economics, health economics,
public economics, and finance, among others.

Q: Are there funding opportunities available for PhD
students?
A: Yes, Harvard provides various funding opportunities, including fellowships and research
grants, to support PhD students during their studies.

Q: Can students work while pursuing their PhD?
A: While the program is rigorous, students may have opportunities for teaching or research
assistantships that provide valuable experience and financial support.

Q: What types of jobs do graduates typically secure
after completing the program?
A: Graduates often pursue academic positions, as well as roles in government, think tanks,



and private sector firms, leveraging their advanced research skills.
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