
uc davis economics requirements
uc davis economics requirements are essential for prospective students aiming to pursue a
degree in economics at the University of California, Davis. Understanding these requirements is
crucial for making informed decisions about your education and career. This article delves into the
prerequisites for admission, the specific coursework necessary for the major, and the overall
academic standards set by the university. Additionally, it covers potential career paths and
opportunities available to economics graduates, ensuring that students are well-prepared for their
future. With a comprehensive overview, this guide will serve as a valuable resource for anyone
interested in the economics program at UC Davis.

Overview of UC Davis Economics Program

Admission Requirements

Degree Requirements

Core Coursework

Elective Courses

Career Opportunities

Frequently Asked Questions

Overview of UC Davis Economics Program
The UC Davis Department of Economics is renowned for its rigorous academic curriculum and
research opportunities. It offers a Bachelor of Arts and a Bachelor of Science in Economics, catering to
students with diverse interests and career goals. The program emphasizes analytical thinking,
quantitative skills, and a thorough understanding of economic principles. This foundation prepares
students for various professional fields, including finance, government, and academia.

Students in the program have access to distinguished faculty members who are experts in their fields.
The department encourages participation in research projects, internships, and networking
opportunities, which are vital for practical experience and career readiness. UC Davis also emphasizes
the importance of interdisciplinary learning, allowing economics students to explore related fields
such as political science and environmental policy.

Admission Requirements
To be admitted to the UC Davis Economics program, students must meet specific criteria set by the
university. The admissions process is competitive, and applicants need to demonstrate strong



academic performance along with relevant extracurricular activities. Below are the primary admission
requirements:

High School Diploma: Applicants must have a high school diploma or equivalent.

GPA Standards: A minimum GPA of 3.0 is typically required for California residents, while non-
residents may need a higher GPA.

Standardized Test Scores: SAT or ACT scores may be required, though this can vary by
admission cycle, especially following the test-optional policies.

Course Prerequisites: Students must complete specific high school courses, including
mathematics (at least through precalculus), social science, and English.

Personal Statement: A personal statement or essay detailing the applicant's interest in
economics and career aspirations is often required.

Meeting these requirements does not guarantee admission, as the selection process considers various
factors, including personal achievements, leadership roles, and letters of recommendation.

Degree Requirements
Once admitted, students must fulfill several degree requirements to graduate with a major in
economics. The requirements differ slightly between the Bachelor of Arts and Bachelor of Science
degrees, but both programs require a combination of core courses, electives, and general education
classes. The following outlines the typical degree requirements:

Total Units: A minimum of 180 units is required for graduation.

Core Economics Courses: Students must complete a series of core classes that lay the
foundation for their economics education.

Elective Courses: Students can choose from various electives to tailor their education to their
interests.

General Education: In addition to major requirements, students must fulfill general education
requirements mandated by UC Davis.

It is essential for students to consult with academic advisors to ensure they are on track to meet all
degree requirements and explore available resources for academic success.



Core Coursework
The core coursework for economics majors at UC Davis is designed to provide students with a solid
understanding of economic theories and principles. Students are generally required to complete the
following core classes:

Principles of Microeconomics: This course covers individual decision-making and market
interactions.

Principles of Macroeconomics: This course examines economy-wide phenomena, including
inflation, unemployment, and economic growth.

Intermediate Microeconomic Theory: A deeper exploration of consumer behavior and
market structure.

Intermediate Macroeconomic Theory: Focuses on the determinants of national income and
economic fluctuations.

Econometrics: Introduces statistical methods for economic data analysis.

These core courses are fundamental for understanding the broader concepts in economics and are
prerequisites for many upper-division elective courses.

Elective Courses
In addition to core courses, economics majors can choose from a diverse array of elective courses to
customize their educational experience. Elective options may include:

International Economics: Analyzes trade theories and policies in a global context.

Labor Economics: Explores labor markets, employment, and wage determination.

Development Economics: Focuses on economic development in low-income countries.

Environmental Economics: Examines the economic impact of environmental policies and
sustainability.

Health Economics: Studies the economics of healthcare systems and policies.

Choosing the right electives can significantly enhance a student's knowledge and skills, preparing
them for specialized roles in various sectors.



Career Opportunities
Graduates of the UC Davis Economics program have a wide range of career opportunities available to
them. The analytical and quantitative skills acquired through the program are highly sought after in
many industries. Potential career paths include:

Finance: Roles in investment banking, financial analysis, and risk management.

Government: Positions in public policy, economic analysis, and regulatory agencies.

Non-Profit Sector: Work focused on policy advocacy, economic development, and research.

Academia: Opportunities for further studies in graduate programs or teaching positions.

Consulting: Providing expert advice to businesses and organizations on economic trends and
strategies.

Moreover, internships and networking opportunities provided by the UC Davis economics department
can significantly enhance job prospects and professional development.

Frequently Asked Questions

Q: What is the GPA requirement for admission to the UC Davis
economics program?
A: The minimum GPA requirement for California residents is typically 3.0, while non-residents may
need a higher GPA to be competitive.

Q: Are there any specific high school courses required for
admission?
A: Yes, students must complete courses in mathematics (up to precalculus), social science, and
English as part of the admission requirements.

Q: How many units are required to graduate with a degree in
economics from UC Davis?
A: A minimum of 180 units is required for graduation with a degree in economics.



Q: Can I choose my elective courses in the economics
program?
A: Yes, students can select from a wide variety of elective courses to tailor their education according
to their interests and career goals.

Q: What types of careers can I pursue with a degree in
economics from UC Davis?
A: Graduates can pursue careers in finance, government, non-profits, academia, and consulting,
among other fields.

Q: Is there a difference between the Bachelor of Arts and
Bachelor of Science in Economics?
A: Yes, the Bachelor of Arts typically focuses more on qualitative aspects of economics, while the
Bachelor of Science emphasizes quantitative analysis and mathematical modeling.

Q: Are internships available for economics students at UC
Davis?
A: Yes, the UC Davis economics department encourages internships and provides resources to help
students find opportunities in their field.

Q: What is the importance of the personal statement in the
application process?
A: The personal statement allows applicants to demonstrate their interest in economics, articulate
career aspirations, and highlight relevant experiences that may set them apart from other candidates.

Q: How does the UC Davis economics program prepare
students for graduate studies?
A: The program provides a strong foundation in economic theory and quantitative methods, which are
essential for success in graduate-level economics programs. Additionally, students can engage in
research and advanced coursework to further prepare for academia.
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