
uc davis phd economics

uc davis phd economics is a distinguished program that prepares students for advanced careers in

academia, research, and various sectors requiring quantitative and analytical skills. The University of

California, Davis, offers a rigorous curriculum that combines theoretical foundations with empirical

research methodologies, producing graduates who are well-equipped to tackle complex economic

issues. This article will provide an in-depth exploration of the UC Davis PhD in Economics program,

covering its structure, admission requirements, curriculum, faculty expertise, and career prospects for

graduates.

Understanding what makes this program unique is essential for prospective students. This article will

also address frequently asked questions about the program to give a comprehensive overview that

supports informed decision-making for those considering this academic path.
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Overview of UC Davis PhD Economics

The UC Davis PhD in Economics program is designed to develop scholars and policymakers who can

analyze economic phenomena and contribute to academic discourse. The program emphasizes

quantitative methods and theoretical frameworks to equip students with the necessary tools for

rigorous economic analysis.

The curriculum is structured to cover both microeconomic and macroeconomic theories, along with

econometrics and applied economics. Students engage in extensive research, culminating in a

dissertation that contributes original knowledge to the field of economics.

The program's focus on empirical research prepares graduates for diverse career paths, including

academia, government, and the private sector.

Admission Requirements

Gaining admission to the UC Davis PhD in Economics is competitive and requires a strong academic

background. Prospective students should be aware of the following key requirements:

Educational Background

Candidates must hold a bachelor’s degree or its equivalent, ideally with a strong foundation in

economics, mathematics, and statistics. Advanced courses in calculus and linear algebra are

particularly beneficial.



Application Components

The application process includes several components:

Completed application form

Official transcripts from all post-secondary institutions

Letters of recommendation (typically three)

Statement of purpose outlining research interests and career goals

GRE scores (General Test)

Deadlines

Application deadlines vary yearly, so candidates should check the program’s official website for the

most current information. It is essential to submit all materials on time to ensure consideration for

admission.

Curriculum and Program Structure

The curriculum for the UC Davis PhD in Economics is meticulously designed to provide a

comprehensive education in economic theory and practice.



Core Courses

The program includes core courses that all students must complete. These typically cover:

Microeconomic Theory

Macroeconomic Theory

Econometrics

Game Theory

These foundational courses establish a solid understanding of economic principles and analytical

techniques.

Elective Courses

Beyond core courses, students can choose from a variety of electives that allow them to specialize in

areas such as:

Labor Economics

Development Economics

Environmental Economics



Industrial Organization

Public Economics

This flexibility enables students to tailor their education to their specific interests and career

aspirations.

Dissertation Research

A key component of the PhD program is the dissertation, where students conduct original research

under the guidance of faculty advisors. This process not only enhances their analytical skills but also

contributes to the broader field of economics.

Research Opportunities

Research is at the heart of the UC Davis PhD in Economics program. Students have access to

numerous resources and opportunities to engage in meaningful research.

Research Centers

The university hosts various research centers that focus on diverse economic issues, including:

The Center for Poverty Research

The Agricultural Issues Center



The Energy Efficiency Center

These centers provide students with the opportunity to collaborate with faculty and engage in

interdisciplinary research.

Conferences and Workshops

Students are encouraged to participate in academic conferences and workshops, where they can

present their research, network with professionals, and gain feedback from peers and faculty.

Faculty and Their Expertise

The faculty in the UC Davis Economics Department comprises leading economists with diverse

research interests.

Research Areas

Faculty members specialize in various fields, including but not limited to:

Behavioral Economics

Health Economics

International Economics



Public Policy

Their expertise not only enhances the academic environment but also provides students with

mentorship opportunities and guidance for their research projects.

Collaboration

The faculty's collaborative approach fosters an environment of innovation and inquiry, allowing

students to engage deeply with economic research and theory.

Career Prospects

Graduates of the UC Davis PhD in Economics program are well-prepared for various career paths.

Academic Careers

Many graduates pursue academic positions at universities and colleges, where they can teach and

conduct research.

Industry Opportunities

Others find roles in private sector firms, government agencies, and non-profit organizations, focusing

on data analysis, policy evaluation, and economic consulting.



Job Placement

The program has a strong job placement record, with alumni successfully securing positions in

prestigious institutions and organizations globally.

Frequently Asked Questions

Q: What is the duration of the UC Davis PhD in Economics program?

A: The typical duration for completing the PhD program is about five years, including coursework,

comprehensive exams, and dissertation research.

Q: Are there funding options available for PhD students?

A: Yes, UC Davis offers various funding options, including fellowships, teaching assistantships, and

research assistantships to support doctoral students financially.

Q: Is prior work experience required for admission?

A: No, prior work experience is not a requirement, but relevant research or work in economics can

strengthen an application.

Q: Can PhD students attend conferences during their studies?

A: Yes, students are encouraged to attend national and international conferences to present their

research and network with other economists.



Q: What skills will I gain from the UC Davis PhD in Economics

program?

A: Students will develop strong analytical, quantitative, and research skills, along with expertise in

economic theory and empirical methods.

Q: How does the dissertation process work?

A: The dissertation process involves selecting a research topic, proposing it to a faculty committee,

conducting research, and eventually defending the completed dissertation before the committee.

Q: Are online courses available in the program?

A: The UC Davis PhD in Economics is primarily a residential program, and while some online

resources may be available, most courses are conducted in person.

Q: What research tools will I learn to use?

A: Students will learn to use statistical software such as Stata, R, and Python for data analysis and

econometric modeling.

Q: Can I switch research topics during my studies?

A: Yes, students can change their research focus, especially during the early stages of their

dissertation work, with guidance from their advisors.

Q: What is the community like within the program?

A: The community is collaborative and supportive, with regular seminars and workshops that foster

interaction among students and faculty.
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