ucla economics requirements

ucla economics requirements are crucial for prospective students seeking admission into the
prestigious Department of Economics at the University of California, Los Angeles (UCLA).
Understanding these requirements is essential for planning an academic pathway that aligns with
UCLA's standards. This article provides an in-depth look at the admission prerequisites, coursework
expectations, and other critical components of the economics program. Whether you are a high
school student preparing for college or a transfer student looking to join UCLA, this guide will help
you navigate the essential requirements.
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Overview of UCLA Economics Program

The UCLA Economics program is renowned for its rigorous curriculum and distinguished faculty. It
offers a comprehensive understanding of economic theory, quantitative methods, and empirical
analysis. The program is designed to equip students with analytical skills needed in various fields,
including business, government, and academia. Students in this program can choose between a
Bachelor of Arts (B.A.) and a Bachelor of Science (B.S.) degree, each tailored to different career
paths.

The B.A. degree focuses on the social science aspects of economics, while the B.S. degree
emphasizes quantitative and analytical skills. Both pathways offer students opportunities to engage
in research, internships, and collaborative projects that enrich their educational experience.

Admission Requirements for UCLA Economics

To be considered for admission to UCLA's Economics program, prospective students must meet
specific criteria. The admission process is competitive, and applicants are evaluated based on a



combination of academic performance, standardized test scores, and extracurricular involvement.

General Admission Criteria

All applicants must meet the following general admission requirements:

e Complete the University of California application.
e Submit official high school transcripts showing coursework and grades.

¢ Achieve a minimum GPA requirement, typically around 3.0 for California residents and 3.4 for
non-residents.

e Provide standardized test scores (ACT or SAT), if applicable, though recent changes may affect
this requirement.

Prerequisite Courses

UCLA requires applicants to complete specific high school courses before admission. These courses
include:

e Four years of English.

e Three years of mathematics, including algebra, geometry, and advanced math.
e Two years of history/social science.

e Two years of laboratory science.

¢ One year of a foreign language.

¢ One year of visual and performing arts.

Meeting these course requirements ensures that students are adequately prepared for the
challenges of the Economics program.

Coursework Requirements



Once admitted, students must complete a series of required courses to earn their degree in
economics. The curriculum is designed to provide a solid foundation in both theoretical and applied
economics.

Core Courses

All economics majors must complete a set of core courses, which typically include:

Principles of Microeconomics

¢ Principles of Macroeconomics

Intermediate Microeconomic Theory

Intermediate Macroeconomic Theory

¢ Econometrics

These courses cover fundamental economic concepts, analytical techniques, and the application of
statistical methods to economic data.

Elective Courses

In addition to core courses, students are required to take elective courses that allow them to
specialize in areas of interest. Electives may include topics such as:

¢ Development Economics
e Labor Economics

¢ International Economics
e Environmental Economics

e Public Economics

Elective choices enable students to tailor their education to match their career aspirations and
interests in specific fields of economics.



Transfer Student Requirements

Transfer students looking to join UCLA's Economics program must follow distinct guidelines to
ensure their eligibility and smooth transition into the program.

Transfer Admission Criteria

Key criteria for transfer students include:

e Completion of at least 30 semester units or 45 quarter units with a strong GPA (generally 3.2
or higher).

e Completion of required lower-division courses, including introductory economics and
statistics.

e Submission of a personal statement detailing academic and career goals.

Transfer students are encouraged to consult with a community college counselor to ensure they
meet all necessary prerequisites and maximize transfer credits.

Other Important Considerations

Beyond academic requirements, prospective students should consider other factors that can
enhance their application and experience in the economics program.

Extracurricular Activities

Participation in extracurricular activities, such as clubs, internships, and volunteer work, can
significantly strengthen an application. Engaging in activities related to economics or leadership can
demonstrate a commitment to the field.

Networking and Resources

Utilizing resources available at UCLA, including academic advising, workshops, and networking
events, can aid students in their academic journey. Building relationships with faculty and peers can
open doors to internship opportunities and career development.



Resources for Prospective Students

UCLA offers a wealth of resources for prospective students to help them navigate the admissions
process and prepare for a successful college experience. Key resources include:

e The UCLA Admissions Office website for up-to-date information on requirements and
deadlines.

e Campus tours and open house events to explore the university environment.

e Academic advising services for guidance on course selection and career planning.

These resources are invaluable for students seeking to make informed decisions about their
education and future career paths in economics.

Q: What is the GPA requirement for UCLA's Economics
program?

A: The typical GPA requirement for admission to UCLA's Economics program is around 3.0 for
California residents and 3.4 for non-residents.

Q: Are there specific high school courses required for
admission?

A: Yes, UCLA requires completion of specific high school courses, including four years of English,
three years of mathematics, and two years of laboratory science, among others.

Q: What core courses are required for the Economics major?

A: Required core courses for the Economics major include Principles of Microeconomics, Principles
of Macroeconomics, Intermediate Microeconomic Theory, Intermediate Macroeconomic Theory, and
Econometrics.

Q: Can transfer students apply to the Economics program?

A: Yes, transfer students can apply to UCLA's Economics program, but they must meet specific
criteria, including completing certain lower-division courses and achieving a strong GPA.



Q: What types of elective courses can I take in the Economics
program?

A: Students can choose from various elective courses such as Development Economics, Labor
Economics, International Economics, Environmental Economics, and Public Economics to tailor their
education to their interests.

Q: How can extracurricular activities impact my application?

A: Participation in relevant extracurricular activities can strengthen your application by
demonstrating your commitment to economics and showcasing leadership and teamwork skills.

Q: What resources does UCLA offer for prospective students?

A: UCLA provides various resources, including the Admissions Office website, campus tours, and
academic advising services, to assist prospective students in their educational journey.

Q: Is it necessary to submit standardized test scores for
admission?

A: Submission of standardized test scores (ACT or SAT) may not be required depending on recent
admissions policies, so prospective students should check the latest requirements.
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