UCLA PHD ECONOMICS ADMISSION

UCLA PHD ECONOMICS ADMISSION IS A COMPETITIVE AND COMPREHENSIVE PROCESS DESIGNED TO ATTRACT HIGHLY QUALIFIED
CANDIDATES TO ONE OF THE LEADING ECONOMICS PROGRAMS IN THE COUNTRY. THE UCLA PHD PROGRAM IN ECONOMICS OFFERS
A RIGOROUS CURRICULUM THAT PREPARES STUDENTS FOR A VARIETY OF CAREERS IN ACADEMIA, GOVERNMENT, AND THE PRIVATE
SECTOR. THIS ARTICLE WILL EXPLORE THE ADMISSION REQUIREMENTS, APPLICATION PROCESS, PROGRAM STRUCTURE, AND
RESOURCES AVAILABLE FOR PROSPECTIVE STUDENTS. BY UNDERSTANDING THESE KEY AREAS, APPLICANTS CAN ENHANCE THEIR
CHANCES OF SECURING A SPOT IN THIS PRESTIGIOUS PROGRAM.
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UNDERSTANDING THE UCLA PHD EconoMics PROGRAM

THe UCLA PHD PROGRAM IN ECONOMICS IS DESIGNED TO PROVIDE STUDENTS WITH A DEEP UNDERSTANDING OF ECONOMIC
THEORY AND ITS APPLICATION TO REAL-WORLD PROBLEMS. THE PROGRAM IS KNOWN FOR ITS STRONG FACULTY, DIVERSE
RESEARCH OPPORTUNITIES, AND COLLABORATIVE ENVIRONMENT. STUDENTS ENGAGE IN RIGOROUS COURSEW ORK, ORIGINAL
RESEARCH, AND TEACHING EXPERIENCES, PREPARING THEM FOR SUCCESSFUL CAREERS IN VARIOUS SECTORS.

UCLA’s DEPARTMENT OF ECONOMICS EMPHASIZES BOTH QUANTITATIVE AND QUALITATIVE RESEARCH METHODOLOGIES,
ALLOWING STUDENTS TO EXPLORE A WIDE RANGE OF ECONOMIC TOPICS. THE PROGRAM ALSO ENCOURAGES INTERDISCIPLINARY
COLLABORATION, ENABLING STUDENTS TO WORK WITH OTHER DEPARTMENTS AND CENTERS WITHIN UCLA, ENHANCING THEIR
ACADEMIC EXPERIENCE AND RESEARCH POTENTIAL.

ADMISSION REQUIREMENTS

To BE CONSIDERED FOR ADMISSION TO THE UCLA PHD PROGRAM IN ECONOMICS, CANDIDATES MUST MEET SPECIFIC ACADEMIC
AND PROFESSIONAL CRITERIA. THESE REQUIREMENTS ENSURE THAT APPLICANTS POSSESS A SOLID FOUNDATION IN ECONOMICS
AND RELATED FIELDS.

ACADEMIC BACKGROUND

APPLICANTS MUST HOLD A BACHELOR'S DEGREE FROM AN ACCREDITED INSTITUTION, IDEALLY WITH A STRONG BACKGROUND IN
ECONOMICS, MATHEMATICS, AND STATISTICS. COURSEWORK IN CALCULUS, LINEAR ALGEBRA, AND REAL ANALYSIS IS
PARTICULARLY IMPORTANT, AS THESE AREAS FORM THE FOUNDATION FOR ADVANCED ECONOMIC THEORY AND QUANTITATIVE
METHODS.



STANDARDIZED TESTS

ALL APPLICANTS ARE REQUIRED TO SUBMIT GRADUATE ReCorD ExaMINATION (GRE) scores. A coMPETITIVE GRE Score Is
CRUCIAL FOR DEMONSTRATING ANALYTICAL AND QUANTITATIVE ABILITIES. W/HILE THERE IS NO MINIMUM SCORE REQUIREMENT,
SUCCESSFUL CANDIDATES TYPICALLY PRESENT SCORES IN THE UPPER PERCENTILES.

LETTERS OF RECOMMENDATION

APPLICANTS MUST PROVIDE THREE LETTERS OF RECOMMENDATION FROM INDIVIDUALS WHO CAN SPEAK TO THEIR ACADEMIC
ABILITIES AND POTENTIAL FOR SUCCESS IN A PHD PROGRAM. T IS BENEFICIAL IF AT LEAST ONE LETTER COMES FROM A
PROFESSOR FAMILIAR WITH THE APPLICANT’S WORK IN ECONOMICS OR A CLOSELY RELATED FIELD.

STATEMENT OF PURPOSE

THE STATEMENT OF PURPOSE IS A CRITICAL COMPONENT OF THE APPLICATION. |T SHOULD ARTICULATE THE APPLICANT'S
RESEARCH INTERESTS, CAREER GOALS, AND REASONS FOR CHOOSING UCLA'S PROGRAM. A WELL-CRAFTED STATEMENT WILL
HIGHLIGHT THE APPLICANT'S UNIQUE EXPERIENCES AND ASPIRATIONS WHILE ALIGNING THEM WITH THE PROGRAM’S STRENGTHS.

APPLICATION PROCESS

THE APPLICATION PROCESS FOR THE UCL A PHD ECONOMICS PROGRAM IS THOROUGH, REQUIRING CAREFUL PREPARATION AND
ATTENTION TO DETAIL. PROSPECTIVE STUDENTS SHOULD BE AWARE OF THE FOLLOWING STEPS TO ENSURE A SUCCESSFUL
APPLICATION.

APPLICATION TIMELINE

APPLICATIONS ARE TYPICALLY DUE IN EARLY DECEMBER FOR ADMISSION IN THE FOLLOWING FALL. [T IS ESSENTIAL FOR
APPLICANTS TO CHECK THE SPECIFIC DATES FOR THE YEAR THEY ARE APPLYING, AS THESE CAN VARY. EARLY PREPARATION IS
ADVISABLE TO GATHER ALL NECESSARY MATERIALS AND COMPLETE THE APPLICATION ON TIME.

REQUIRED APPLICATION MATERIALS

IN ADDITION TO THE ONLINE APPLICATION, CANDIDATES MUST SUBMIT THE FOLLOWING MATERIALS!

OFriciAL GRE scorEes

® TRANSCRIPTS FROM ALL POST-SECONDARY INSTITUTIONS ATTENDED

® THREE LETTERS OF RECOMMENDATION

® STATEMENT OF PURPOSE

® RESUME OR CURRICULUM VITAE



INTERVIEW PROCESS

SOME APPLICANTS MAY BE INVITED FOR AN INTERVIEW AS PART OF THE SELECTION PROCESS. THIS INTERVIEW ALLOWS THE
ADMISSIONS COMMITTEE TO ASSESS THE APPLICANT'S FIT FOR THE PROGRAM AND TO DISCUSS THEIR RESEARCH INTERESTS IN
MORE DETAIL.

PROGRAM STRUCTURE AND CURRICULUM

THe UCLA PHD PROGRAM IN ECONOMICS FEATURES A STRUCTURED YET FLEXIBLE CURRICULUM DESIGNED TO PROVIDE A
COMPREHENSIVE EDUCATION IN ECONOMIC THEORY AND RESEARCH METHODOLOGIES. THE PROGRAM TYPICALLY REQUIRES
STUDENTS TO COMPLETE COURSEWORK IN THE FIRST TWO YEARS, FOLLOWED BY A COMPREHENSIVE EXAMINATION AND THE
COMPLETION OF A DISSERTATION.

Core COURSEWORK

STUDENTS ARE REQUIRED TO COMPLETE CORE COURSES IN MICROECONOMICS, MACROECONOMICS, AND ECONOMETRICS. THESE
FOUNDATIONAL COURSES ARE CRUCIAL FOR DEVELOPING THE ANALYTICAL SKILLS NECESSARY FOR ADVANCED RESEARCH.

ELecTive COURSES

AFTER COMPLETING THE CORE REQUIREMENTS, STUDENTS CAN CHOOSE FROM A VARIETY OF ELECTIVE COURSES THAT ALIGN
WITH THEIR RESEARCH INTERESTS. THESE ELECTIVES MAY COVER SPECIALIZED TOPICS SUCH AS LABOR ECONOMICS, DEVELOPMENT
ECONOMICS, AND PUBLIC POLICY.

DISSERTATION RESEARCH

FOLLOWING SUCCESSFUL COMPLETION OF COURSEWORK AND EXAMINATIONS, STUDENTS WILL EMBARK ON THEIR DISSERTATION
RESEARCH. THIS PHASE ALLOWS CANDIDATES TO CONTRIBUTE ORIGINAL INSIGHTS TO THE FIELD OF ECONOMICS, GUIDED BY
FACULTY ADVISORS.

FINANCIAL AID AND FUNDING OPPORTUNITIES

FINANCING A PHD CAN BE A SIGNIFICANT CONCERN FOR PROSPECTIVE STUDENTS. UCL A OFFERS VARIOUS FUNDING
OPPORTUNITIES TO SUPPORT STUDENTS THROUGHOUT THEIR ACADEMIC JOURNEY.

FELLOWSHIPS AND ASSISTANTSHIPS

MANY STUDENTS RECEIVE FUNDING THROUGH FELLOWSHIPS OR TEACHING AND RESEARCH ASSISTANTSHIPS. THESE POSITIONS
PROVIDE A STIPEND AND TUITION REMISSION IN EXCHANGE FOR TEACHING OR ASSISTING FACULTY WITH RESEARCH PROJECTS.



EXTERNAL FUNDING SOURCES

IN ADDITION TO UNIVERSITY-PROVIDED FUNDING, STUDENTS ARE ENCOURAGED TO SEEK EXTERNAL SCHOLARSHIPS AND GRANTS.
NUMEROUS ORGANIZATIONS OFFER FINANCIAL SUPPORT FOR GRADUATE STUDENTS IN ECONOMICS, WHICH CAN SIGNIFICANTLY
ALLEVIATE THE FINANCIAL BURDEN OF PURSUING A PHD.

RESOURCES FOR PROSPECTIVE STUDENTS

UCLA OFFERS A WEALTH OF RESOURCES FOR PROSPECTIVE PHD STUDENTS TO ENHANCE THEIR APPLICATION EXPERIENCE AND
ACADEMIC SUCCESS.

ADVISING AND MENTORSHIP

THE DEPARTMENT OF ECONOMICS PROVIDES ADVISING SERVICES TO HELP STUDENTS NAVIGATE THE APPLICATION PROCESS AND
UNDERSTAND PROGRAM EXPECTATIONS. CONNECTING WITH CURRENT STUDENTS AND FACULTY CAN ALSO PROVIDE VALUABLE
INSIGHTS INTO THE PROGRAM AND ITS CULTURE.

X/ ORKSHOPS AND SEMINARS

PROSPECTIVE STUDENTS CAN BENEFIT FROM ATTENDING WORKSHOPS AND SEMINARS HOSTED BY THE DEPARTMENT. THESE EVENTS
OFTEN FEATURE GUEST SPEAKERS FROM ACADEMIA AND INDUSTRY, PROVIDING OPPORTUNITIES FOR NETWORKING AND EXPOSURE
TO CURRENT RESEARCH TRENDS.

ONLINE RESOURCES

Tre UCLA EconoMmics DEPARTMENT WEBSITE CONTAINS A WEALTH OF INFORMATION ABOUT THE PROGRAM, INCLUDING
FACULTY RESEARCH INTERESTS, CURRENT STUDENT PROFILES, AND APPLICATION TIPS. ENGAGING WITH THESE RESOURCES CAN
HELP APPLICANTS STRENGTHEN THEIR UNDERSTANDING OF THE PROGRAM AND IMPROVE THEIR APPLICATION MATERIALS.

FINAL THOUGHTS

UCLA PHD ECONOMICS ADMISSION IS A RIGOROUS PROCESS THAT REQUIRES A STRONG ACADEMIC BACKGROUND, RELEVANT
EXPERIENCE, AND A CLEAR VISION FOR FUTURE RESEARCH. BY UNDERSTANDING THE ADMISSION REQUIREMENTS AND PROGRAM
STRUCTURE, PROSPECTIVE STUDENTS CAN EFFECTIVELY PREPARE THEMSELVES FOR A SUCCESSFUL APPLICATION. THE PROGRAM’S
EMPHASIS ON RESEARCH AND COLLABORATION ENSURES THAT GRADUATES ARE WELL-EQUIPPED TO EXCEL IN VARIOUS CAREERS
\WITHIN ECONOMICS.

Q: WHAT IS THE APPLICATION DEADLINE FOR THE UCLA PHD ECONOMICS PROGRAM?

A: THE APPLICATION DEADLINE IS TYPICALLY IN EARLY DECEMBER FOR ADMISSION IN THE FOLLOWING FALL. |T IS IMPORTANT TO
CHECK THE SPECIFIC DATES FOR THE YEAR YOU ARE APPLYING.



Q: Are GRE scores REQUIRED FOR THE UCL A PHD ECONOMICS APPLICATION?

A: YES, ALL APPLICANTS MUST SUBMIT GRE SCORES AS PART OF THEIR APPLICATION. COMPETITIVE SCORES ARE ESSENTIAL TO
DEMONSTRATE ANALYTICAL AND QUANTITATIVE ABILITIES.

Q: WHAT TYPES OF FINANCIAL AID ARE AVAILABLE FOR UCLA PHD EcoNoMics
STUDENTS?

A: STUDENTS MAY RECEIVE FUNDING THROUGH FELLOWSHIPS, TEACHING ASSISTANTSHIPS, AND RESEARCH ASSISTANTSHIPS,
\WHICH PROVIDE STIPENDS AND TUITION REMISSION. ADDITIONALLY/ EXTERNAL SCHOLARSHIPS MAY BE AV AILABLE.

Q: WHAT Is THE TYPICAL DURATION OF THE UCLA PHD ECONOMICS PROGRAM?

A: THE PROGRAM TYPICALLY TAKES FIVE TO SIX YEARS TO COMPLETE, DEPENDING ON THE TIME TAKEN TO FINISH COURSEWORK,
PASS COMPREHENSIVE EXAMS, AND COMPLETE THE DISSERTATION.

Q: Is PRIOR RESEARCH EXPERIENCE REQUIRED FOR ADMISSION TO THE UCLA PHD
EconoMICs PROGRAM?

A: WHILE PRIOR RESEARCH EXPERIENCE IS NOT STRICTLY REQUIRED, IT IS HIGHLY BENEFICIAL. DEMONSTRATING RESEARCH
POTENTIAL CAN STRENGTHEN YOUR APPLICATION, PARTICULARLY IN YOUR STATEMENT OF PURPOSE AND LETTERS OF
RECOMMENDATION.

Q: CAN INTERNATIONAL STUDENTS APPLY FOR THE UCLA PHD EcoNoMICs PROGRAM?

A: YES/ INTERNATIONAL STUDENTS ARE ENCOURAGED TO APPLY. THEY MUST MEET THE SAME ADMISSION REQUIREMENTS AS
DOMESTIC STUDENTS, INCLUDING SUBMITTING GRE SCORES AND PROOF OF ENGLISH PROFICIENCY IF APPLICABLE.

Q: WHAT ARE THE CORE COURSES REQUIRED IN THE UCLA PHD ECONOMICS PROGRAM?

A: CORE COURSES TYPICALLY INCLUDE MICROECONOMICS, MACROECONOMICS, AND ECONOMETRICS. THESE FOUNDATIONAL
COURSES ARE ESSENTIAL FOR DEVELOPING THE ANALYTICAL SKILLS NECESSARY FOR ADVANCED RESEARCH.

Q: How CAN PROSPECTIVE STUDENTS CONNECT WITH CURRENT PHD STUDENTS IN THE
PROGRAM?

A: PROSPECTIVE STUDENTS CAN REACH OUT THROUGH DEPARTMENTAL EVENTS, WORKSHOPS, OR BY CONTACTING THE
DEPARTMENT TO INQUIRE ABOUT STUDENT-LED INITIATIVES OR NETWORKING OPPORTUNITIES.

QZ \WHAT IS THE IMPORTANCE OF THE STATEMENT OF PURPOSE IN THE APPLICATION?

A: THE STATEMENT OF PURPOSE IS CRUCIAL AS IT OUTLINES THE APPLICANT'S RESEARCH INTERESTS, CAREER GOALS, AND
MOTIVATIONS FOR CHOOSING UCLA. A COMPELLING STATEMENT CAN SIGNIFICANTLY IMPACT THE ADMISSIONS DECISION.



Q: ARE INTERVIEWS PART OF THE UCLA PHD ECONOMICS ADMISSION PROCESS?

A: SOME APPLICANTS MAY BE INVITED FOR AN INTERVIEW AS PART OF THE SELECTION PROCESS. THIS INTERVIEW PROVIDES AN
OPPORTUNITY FOR THE ADMISSIONS COMMITTEE TO ASSESS THE APPLICANT'S FIT FOR THE PROGRAM.
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