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university of california los angeles phd economics is a prestigious program that attracts
aspiring economists from around the globe. Located in one of the most dynamic cities in the United
States, UCLA's PhD program in Economics offers a comprehensive curriculum, renowned faculty,
and unparalleled research opportunities. This article will explore various aspects of the program,
including its structure, admission requirements, faculty expertise, research opportunities, and
career prospects for graduates. By the end of this guide, prospective students will have a detailed
understanding of what the University of California, Los Angeles, offers in its PhD Economics
program.
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Program Overview
The University of California, Los Angeles (UCLA) offers a PhD in Economics that is designed to
provide students with a strong foundation in economic theory and quantitative methods. The
program emphasizes both the theoretical and empirical aspects of economics, preparing graduates
for careers in academia, government, and the private sector. With a commitment to interdisciplinary
research, UCLA encourages students to engage with other fields such as political science, sociology,
and public policy.

UCLA's Economics Department is known for its rigorous academic curriculum, innovative research,
and collaborative environment. The program consists of coursework, comprehensive exams, and a
dissertation process that allows students to contribute original research to the field of economics.
Students benefit from an extensive network of alumni and strong ties to various industries,
enhancing their professional development.

Admission Requirements
Gaining admission to the UCLA PhD program in Economics is highly competitive, and applicants
must meet specific requirements to be considered. The following outlines the key admission criteria:



Educational Background: Applicants must have a bachelor's degree or its equivalent, with a
strong foundation in economics, mathematics, and statistics.

GRE Scores: The Graduate Record Examination (GRE) is required, and competitive scores are
essential for successful admission.

Letters of Recommendation: Candidates must submit three letters of recommendation from
individuals who can speak to their academic abilities and potential for research.

Statement of Purpose: A well-crafted statement outlining the applicant's research interests,
career goals, and reasons for choosing UCLA is crucial.

Transcripts: Official transcripts from all post-secondary institutions attended must be
submitted for review.

In addition to the above requirements, applicants are encouraged to demonstrate their research
experience and any relevant work experience in economics-related fields, which can significantly
strengthen their application.

Curriculum Structure
The curriculum for the UCLA PhD in Economics is structured to ensure that students acquire both
the theoretical knowledge and practical skills needed to succeed in their careers. The program
typically consists of the following components:

Core Courses: Students complete core courses in microeconomics, macroeconomics, and
econometrics, which provide a foundation for advanced study.

Electives: The program offers a variety of elective courses that allow students to specialize in
areas such as labor economics, development economics, and industrial organization.

Comprehensive Exams: After completing the coursework, students must pass comprehensive
exams that assess their understanding of core economic theories and methodologies.

Dissertation Research: The dissertation is a crucial component of the PhD program, where
students conduct original research under the guidance of faculty advisors.

This structured approach ensures that graduates are well-prepared for both academic and
professional careers in economics, equipping them with the necessary analytical and research skills.

Faculty and Research Opportunities
UCLA boasts an esteemed faculty known for their contributions to various fields within economics.
The faculty members are not only dedicated educators but also active researchers who publish
extensively in top-tier journals. Their diverse expertise allows students to explore a wide range of
research topics. Students are encouraged to collaborate with faculty on research projects, which can



lead to co-authored publications and presentation opportunities at conferences.

The university also offers various research centers and initiatives where students can engage in
cutting-edge economic research. Some notable centers include:

The California Center for Population Research: Focuses on demographic and economic
research.

The UCLA Anderson Forecast: Provides economic forecasts and analysis for California and
the nation.

The Institute for Research on Labor and Employment: Conducts research on labor
economics and employment policies.

These research opportunities not only enhance students' educational experience but also
significantly improve their employability upon graduation.

Career Prospects
Graduates of the UCLA PhD in Economics program have a wide array of career options available to
them. The rigorous training and research experience they receive prepare them for positions in
academia, government, and the private sector. Common career paths include:

Academic Positions: Many graduates pursue careers as professors or researchers at
universities and colleges across the globe.

Government Roles: Graduates often find employment in government agencies, such as the
Federal Reserve, the Department of Labor, or the Bureau of Economic Analysis.

Private Sector: Economic consultants, analysts, and researchers are in demand in various
industries, including finance, healthcare, and technology.

International Organizations: Some graduates work for organizations such as the World
Bank, the International Monetary Fund, or the United Nations.

The strong reputation of UCLA and the robust alumni network also facilitate job placements and
career advancement for graduates, ensuring they are well-equipped to navigate the competitive job
market.

Conclusion
The University of California, Los Angeles, offers a comprehensive and rigorous PhD program in
Economics that stands out for its academic excellence, research opportunities, and the distinguished
faculty guiding students. With a strong emphasis on both theoretical and empirical economics, the
program prepares graduates for successful careers across various sectors. Prospective students
interested in pursuing their PhD in Economics should consider UCLA as a prime destination for their



academic and professional journey.

Q: What are the key strengths of the University of California
Los Angeles PhD Economics program?
A: The key strengths include a rigorous curriculum, distinguished faculty, extensive research
opportunities, and a strong alumni network that aids in career placement.

Q: What is the typical duration of the PhD program in
Economics at UCLA?
A: The typical duration is around 5 to 6 years, which includes coursework, comprehensive exams,
and dissertation research.

Q: Are there funding opportunities available for PhD students
at UCLA?
A: Yes, UCLA offers various funding opportunities, including fellowships, teaching assistantships,
and research assistantships to support PhD students financially.

Q: What research areas can students explore in the UCLA PhD
Economics program?
A: Students can explore various research areas, including labor economics, development economics,
environmental economics, and industrial organization, among others.

Q: How competitive is the admission process for the UCLA PhD
in Economics?
A: The admission process is highly competitive, with a limited number of spots available each year,
requiring strong academic credentials and research potential.

Q: What types of careers do graduates of the program typically
pursue?
A: Graduates typically pursue careers in academia, government agencies, private sector consulting,
and international organizations.

Q: Is there an emphasis on interdisciplinary research in the



UCLA Economics program?
A: Yes, the program encourages interdisciplinary research, allowing students to engage with other
fields such as political science and public policy.

Q: What is the importance of the dissertation in the PhD
program?
A: The dissertation is a critical component as it represents original research that contributes to the
field of economics and showcases the student’s expertise.

Q: How does UCLA support the professional development of its
PhD students?
A: UCLA supports professional development through workshops, networking events, and
opportunities to present research at conferences, facilitating connections in the field.

Q: Can students collaborate with faculty on research projects?
A: Yes, students are encouraged to collaborate with faculty, providing valuable research experience
and opportunities for co-authored publications.
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