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university of missouri kansas city economics is a dynamic field of study that encompasses various

aspects of economic theory, analysis, and application. As a prominent institution, the University of

Missouri-Kansas City (UMKC) offers comprehensive programs that prepare students for successful

careers in economics and related fields. This article delves into the economics department at UMKC,

exploring its academic offerings, faculty expertise, research opportunities, and the significance of

studying economics in today’s world. Additionally, we will look into the advantages of pursuing

economics at UMKC, including its unique position within the Kansas City metropolitan area, which

provides students with practical experience and networking opportunities.

This comprehensive overview will provide prospective students, educators, and professionals with

valuable insights into the economics program at UMKC.
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Overview of the UMKC Economics Program

The University of Missouri-Kansas City boasts a robust economics program that is designed to equip

students with a solid foundation in economic principles and analytical skills. The program emphasizes

both theoretical and applied economics, allowing students to understand market dynamics and

economic policies critically. The department prides itself on fostering an environment that encourages

intellectual curiosity and practical application of economic concepts.

UMKC's economics program is known for its commitment to inclusivity and diversity, attracting students

from various backgrounds. This diversity enriches the learning experience, promoting different

perspectives on economic issues. Additionally, the program collaborates closely with local businesses

and organizations, providing students with insights into the economic landscape of Kansas City.

Academic Offerings and Specializations

At UMKC, the economics department offers a range of academic programs tailored to meet the diverse

interests of students. These programs include undergraduate degrees, master's degrees, and

opportunities for doctoral studies. The curriculum is designed to provide students with both theoretical

knowledge and practical skills that are essential for navigating the complex world of economics.

Undergraduate Programs

The undergraduate economics program at UMKC offers a Bachelor of Arts (BA) and a Bachelor of

Science (BS) in Economics. Students can choose from various electives that allow them to specialize

in areas such as:



Behavioral Economics

International Economics

Public Policy

Environmental Economics

Labor Economics

The program emphasizes critical thinking, quantitative analysis, and effective communication skills,

preparing students for both advanced studies and immediate employment in the field.

Graduate Programs

For those seeking advanced education, UMKC offers a Master of Arts (MA) and a Doctor of

Philosophy (PhD) in Economics. The graduate programs focus on rigorous research methodologies

and advanced quantitative techniques. Students engage in empirical research that contributes to the

broader economic discourse. Faculty members guide students through their research projects,

ensuring they gain valuable insights and expertise in their chosen areas of specialization.

Faculty Expertise and Research Opportunities

The faculty at UMKC is composed of experienced economists who are not only educators but also

active researchers in their fields. Their expertise spans various areas of economics, allowing them to

provide students with a well-rounded education. Faculty members often publish their research in

prestigious journals, contributing to significant advancements in economic theory and practice.



Research Opportunities for Students

UMKC encourages student involvement in research activities, offering various opportunities for

undergraduate and graduate students to collaborate with faculty on research projects. This hands-on

experience is invaluable, allowing students to apply theoretical knowledge to real-world economic

issues. Research topics may include:

Economic impact studies

Policy analysis

Market behavior research

Statistical modeling

Data analysis

Practical Experience and Networking in Kansas City

One of the unique advantages of studying economics at UMKC is its location in Kansas City, a vibrant

metropolitan area with a diverse economy. The city is home to numerous businesses, government

agencies, and non-profit organizations that actively seek interns and employees with strong economic

backgrounds. This provides students with ample opportunities to gain practical experience while

pursuing their studies.



Internship Programs

UMKC has established partnerships with local organizations, which facilitate internship placements for

students. These internships not only enhance students' resumes but also allow them to apply their

classroom knowledge in real-world settings. Students gain insights into various sectors, including

finance, public policy, and consulting, which can significantly impact their career trajectories.

Networking Opportunities

The university hosts numerous events, workshops, and guest lectures featuring industry professionals

and alumni. These events provide students with networking opportunities that can lead to job

placements and mentorship. Engaging with professionals in the field also helps students stay informed

about industry trends and job market demands.

Career Prospects for Economics Graduates

Graduates of the economics program at UMKC are well-prepared for a variety of career paths. The

analytical and quantitative skills developed through the program make them attractive candidates for

employers in multiple sectors. Career opportunities for economics graduates include:

Economic Analyst

Policy Advisor

Data Analyst



Financial Consultant

Market Researcher

Additionally, many graduates choose to pursue further education in law, business, or public policy,

leveraging their economics background to enhance their qualifications in these fields. The

comprehensive education provided by UMKC ensures that students are not only knowledgeable but

also adaptable to various roles in the workforce.

Conclusion and Final Thoughts

The University of Missouri-Kansas City offers a comprehensive economics program that prepares

students for successful careers in a rapidly evolving economic landscape. Through rigorous academic

offerings, faculty expertise, and practical experience opportunities, students gain the skills and

knowledge necessary to excel in their chosen fields. The unique position of UMKC within the Kansas

City metropolitan area further enriches the educational experience, allowing students to connect with

the local economy and build valuable professional networks. Pursuing economics at UMKC is a

strategic choice for those looking to impact the world through economic understanding and analysis.

Q: What degrees can I pursue in economics at UMKC?

A: At UMKC, you can pursue a Bachelor of Arts (BA) or a Bachelor of Science (BS) in Economics, as

well as a Master of Arts (MA) and a Doctor of Philosophy (PhD) in Economics.

Q: What areas of specialization are available in the undergraduate



economics program?

A: The undergraduate program offers specializations in areas such as Behavioral Economics,

International Economics, Public Policy, Environmental Economics, and Labor Economics.

Q: Are there research opportunities for undergraduate students at

UMKC?

A: Yes, undergraduate students at UMKC can engage in research projects alongside faculty members,

allowing them to apply their theoretical knowledge to practical economic issues.

Q: How does UMKC help students gain practical experience in

economics?

A: UMKC facilitates internships through partnerships with local businesses and organizations, providing

students with hands-on experience in various sectors related to economics.

Q: What career paths are available for UMKC economics graduates?

A: Graduates can pursue careers as Economic Analysts, Policy Advisors, Data Analysts, Financial

Consultants, and Market Researchers, among other roles.

Q: Is networking important for economics students at UMKC?

A: Yes, networking is crucial; UMKC hosts events and guest lectures that allow students to connect

with industry professionals and alumni, enhancing their career prospects.



Q: What is the significance of studying economics today?

A: Studying economics is significant because it provides insights into how markets function, informs

public policy, and helps address pressing global challenges such as inequality and resource

management.

Q: Does UMKC offer online courses in economics?

A: Yes, UMKC offers online courses and programs in economics, providing flexibility for students who

may be balancing work and studies.

Q: What skills will I develop through the economics program at UMKC?

A: Students will develop analytical skills, quantitative analysis capabilities, critical thinking, and effective

communication skills, all essential for success in the field of economics.

Q: How does UMKC's location benefit economics students?

A: UMKC's location in Kansas City provides students with access to a diverse economy, internship

opportunities, and networking events that enhance their educational experience and career prospects.
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