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university of oregon economics major offers a comprehensive curriculum designed to
equip students with a deep understanding of economic principles, analytical skills, and
practical applications in various fields. This article explores the details of the economics
major at the University of Oregon, including program requirements, specializations,
career opportunities, and the overall academic experience. Students will discover what
makes this program unique and how it prepares graduates for success in both the public
and private sectors. Additionally, we will discuss student resources and extracurricular
activities that enhance learning and professional development, providing a well-rounded
overview of what to expect from the University of Oregon economics major.
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Overview of the Economics Major

The University of Oregon offers a robust economics major that emphasizes rigorous
training in economic theory, quantitative methods, and real-world applications. The
program is designed to develop critical thinking skills and analytical abilities that are
essential in understanding economic behavior and policy. Students engage with both
microeconomics and macroeconomics, gaining insights into how individual and collective
economic decisions impact markets and societies.

The economics department at the University of Oregon is known for its distinguished
faculty, who are engaged in cutting-edge research and offer a wealth of knowledge and
experience. This academic environment fosters a culture of inquiry and encourages
students to explore various dimensions of economics, from environmental economics to
international trade. Engaging in discussions, case studies, and research projects, students
are prepared to tackle complex economic issues.



Curriculum and Course Requirements

The curriculum for the economics major at the University of Oregon is structured to
provide students with a solid foundation in economic theory and quantitative analysis.
Students are required to complete a series of core courses, as well as elective courses that
allow them to tailor their studies to their interests.

Core Courses

All economics majors must complete a set of core courses that include:

Principles of Microeconomics

Principles of Macroeconomics

Intermediate Microeconomic Theory

Intermediate Macroeconomic Theory

Econometrics

These foundational courses ensure that students understand essential economic concepts
and can apply quantitative methods to analyze economic data. Econometrics, in particular,
equips students with the statistical tools necessary to conduct empirical research, a
critical skill in many economics-related careers.

Electives and Special Topics

In addition to the core courses, students can choose from a wide range of electives that
cover various topics, including:

Behavioral Economics

International Economics

Environmental Economics

Development Economics

Labor Economics



These electives allow students to delve deeper into specific areas of interest, enhancing
their expertise and preparing them for specialized roles in the workforce.

Specializations within the Economics Major

Students at the University of Oregon have the opportunity to specialize in specific areas of
economics, which can enhance their academic profiles and career prospects.
Specializations allow students to focus on particular issues or sectors within the broader
field of economics.

Environmental Economics

This specialization focuses on the economic analysis of environmental issues, including
resource management, pollution control, and sustainable development. Students learn
how economic principles can inform policies that balance environmental sustainability
with economic growth.

International Economics

Students who choose this track study global trade, finance, and the impact of international
policies on domestic economies. This specialization is particularly relevant for those
interested in careers in international business or governmental agencies.

Career Opportunities for Economics Graduates

Graduates with an economics major from the University of Oregon are well-prepared for
various career paths in both the public and private sectors. The analytical skills and
economic knowledge they acquire make them attractive candidates for numerous roles.

Common Career Paths

Some of the most common career opportunities for economics graduates include:

Financial Analyst

Policy Analyst



Market Research Analyst

Economic Consultant

Data Scientist

Economics majors also find roles in government agencies, non-profits, and international
organizations, where they can apply their skills to inform policy decisions and address
societal challenges.

Graduate Studies

Many students choose to further their education by pursuing graduate degrees in
economics, business administration, public policy, or law. The strong analytical foundation
provided by the undergraduate program prepares them for the rigors of advanced studies.

Student Resources and Extracurricular Activities

The University of Oregon offers numerous resources and opportunities for economics
students to enhance their academic experience and professional development. Engaging in
extracurricular activities can significantly enrich a student's education.

Clubs and Organizations

Students can join various clubs related to economics, including:

Economics Club

International Economic Development Club

Women in Economics

These organizations provide networking opportunities, guest speaker events, and
workshops that allow students to connect with professionals in the field.



Internships and Research Opportunities

The university encourages students to pursue internships and research positions that
provide practical experience and enhance their resumes. Many economics students
participate in internships with local businesses, government agencies, or non-profit
organizations, gaining valuable insights and skills.

Conclusion

The economics major at the University of Oregon is a comprehensive program that
prepares students for a wide range of careers by equipping them with essential economic
knowledge and analytical skills. With a strong curriculum, diverse specializations, and
ample opportunities for extracurricular engagement, students can tailor their educational
experiences to fit their career goals. The supportive academic environment and dedicated
faculty further enhance the learning experience, making the University of Oregon an
excellent choice for those pursuing a degree in economics.

Q: What are the prerequisites for the University of
Oregon economics major?
A: To declare an economics major at the University of Oregon, students typically need to
complete introductory courses in microeconomics and macroeconomics along with a basic
statistics course.

Q: Can I pursue a double major with economics at the
University of Oregon?
A: Yes, many students at the University of Oregon successfully pursue double majors.
Economics pairs well with fields such as business, political science, and environmental
studies.

Q: What skills can I expect to gain from the economics
major?
A: Students will develop strong analytical skills, quantitative reasoning, and critical
thinking abilities. They will also learn to apply economic theories to real-world problems.

Q: Are there research opportunities available for
undergraduate economics students?
A: Yes, the University of Oregon offers various research opportunities for undergraduates,
allowing them to work with faculty on economic research projects and gain valuable



experience.

Q: What types of jobs do economics majors commonly
get after graduation?
A: Common job roles for economics graduates include financial analyst, policy analyst,
market researcher, and roles in government and non-profit organizations.

Q: Is there support for internships and job placements
for economics students?
A: Yes, the University of Oregon has career services that assist students in finding
internships and job placements, including resume workshops and networking events.

Q: How does the University of Oregon economics
program compare to other universities?
A: The University of Oregon economics program is recognized for its strong faculty,
comprehensive curriculum, and research opportunities, making it competitive with other
top programs in the country.

Q: What is the typical class size for economics courses?
A: Class sizes can vary, but introductory courses may have larger enrollments, while
upper-level courses tend to have smaller classes, facilitating more personal interaction
with faculty.

Q: Can I study economics abroad through the University
of Oregon?
A: Yes, the University of Oregon offers study abroad programs that allow economics
students to gain international experience and perspective on global economic issues.

Q: What are the benefits of studying economics at the
University of Oregon?
A: Benefits include access to knowledgeable faculty, a diverse curriculum, networking
opportunities with professionals, and a vibrant campus community that supports academic
and personal growth.
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