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university of southern california phd economics is a prestigious program that attracts students from around
the globe, eager to delve deep into the intricacies of economic theory and practice. This comprehensive
article explores the key features of the PhD program in Economics at the University of Southern California
(USC), including its structure, faculty, research opportunities, and career prospects. With a focus on rigorous
academic training and real-world applications, USC's program prepares graduates for impactful careers in
academia, government, and private sectors. The following sections will provide a detailed overview of the
program, its unique offerings, and the requirements for prospective students.
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Overview of the USC PhD Economics Program

The University of Southern California’s PhD in Economics program is designed for students who aim to
contribute original research to the field of economics. It emphasizes both theoretical and empirical aspects,
allowing students to explore various economic phenomena. The program is housed within the USC
Dornsife College of Letters, Arts and Sciences, which provides a vibrant intellectual environment. USC’s
location in Los Angeles—a hub for business, culture, and innovation—further enhances the experience for
aspiring economists.

With a commitment to producing high-quality research, the program offers a blend of coursework and
hands-on experience that prepares students for various career paths. The faculty includes leading
economists who are active in research, ensuring that students are exposed to cutting-edge theories and
methodologies. This dynamic environment fosters collaboration and encourages students to develop their



unique perspectives on economic issues.

Program Structure and Curriculum

The PhD program in Economics at USC typically spans five to six years, depending on the student's
progress. The curriculum is structured to provide a solid foundation in economic theory, quantitative
methods, and research techniques. Students are required to complete core courses as well as electives that
align with their specific research interests.

Core Courses

The core curriculum includes essential courses that cover various topics in economics. Key subjects
typically include:

Microeconomic Theory

Macroeconomic Theory

Econometrics

Applied Econometrics

Research Methods in Economics

These courses equip students with the theoretical frameworks and quantitative skills necessary for
advanced economic analysis. Following the completion of core courses, students can tailor their studies
through elective courses that reflect their interests, such as labor economics, international economics, or
public policy.

Comprehensive Examinations

After completing the required coursework, students must pass comprehensive examinations to demonstrate
their mastery of economic theory and application. These exams assess students' understanding of core
concepts and their ability to apply them to real-world scenarios, serving as a critical milestone in their



academic journey.

Research Opportunities

Research is a cornerstone of the PhD program at USC. Students are encouraged to engage in meaningful
research projects from the early stages of their studies. The program provides various opportunities for
collaboration, including working alongside faculty members on ongoing research initiatives or pursuing
independent research projects.

Research Centers and Initiatives

USC hosts several research centers that focus on diverse economic issues. Students can benefit from these
resources, gaining access to valuable data, funding opportunities, and academic networks. Some notable
centers include:

The USC Center for Economic and Social Research

The USC Lusk Center for Real Estate

The USC Annenberg School for Communication

These centers not only enhance the research capabilities of students but also foster interdisciplinary
collaboration, allowing for a more comprehensive understanding of economic phenomena.

Faculty and Their Expertise

The faculty at USC's PhD program in Economics comprises distinguished scholars with diverse areas of
expertise. They are recognized for their contributions to various fields of economics and are dedicated to
mentoring students throughout their academic pursuits.

Leading Economists



Faculty members actively publish in top-tier journals and engage in impactful research. Their areas of
specialization often include:

Behavioral Economics

Development Economics

Health Economics

Environmental Economics

Industrial Organization

Students have the opportunity to work closely with faculty, gaining insights and guidance that can shape
their research trajectories and academic goals.

Career Outcomes and Alumni Success

The USC PhD in Economics program prepares graduates for a wide range of career opportunities. Alumni
have found success in academia, government agencies, research institutions, and private sector
organizations. The program’s rigorous training and strong network provide a solid foundation for various
career paths.

Employment Sectors

Graduates of the program are well-equipped to enter diverse fields, including:

Higher Education (Faculty Positions)

Policy Analysis in Government Agencies

Consulting Firms

Financial Institutions



Nonprofit Organizations

Additionally, many graduates contribute to policy-making and economic research, influencing critical
decisions at national and international levels.

Application Process and Requirements

Prospective students interested in the USC PhD in Economics program must navigate a competitive
application process. Admission requirements are designed to ensure that applicants possess the necessary
background and skills to succeed in the program.

Admission Requirements

Key requirements for admission typically include:

A completed application form

Official transcripts from all post-secondary institutions

Letters of recommendation (usually three)

A statement of purpose outlining research interests and career goals

GRE scores (if required)

Applicants are encouraged to highlight their academic achievements, research experience, and professional
goals in their applications. The selection committee evaluates candidates based on their potential for success
in research and academia.

Conclusion

The University of Southern California's PhD program in Economics stands out for its comprehensive



curriculum, rigorous research opportunities, and exceptional faculty. With a commitment to fostering
scholarly excellence, the program prepares students to tackle complex economic challenges and contribute
to the field. Its strong network and diverse career outcomes further enhance its appeal for aspiring
economists. As the field of economics continues to evolve, USC remains at the forefront of academic
innovation and impactful research.

Q: What is the duration of the USC PhD Economics program?
A: The USC PhD in Economics program typically lasts five to six years, depending on the student's
progress in completing coursework and research requirements.

Q: What type of research opportunities are available in the program?
A: Students have access to various research centers and initiatives at USC, allowing them to collaborate with
faculty on ongoing projects or pursue independent research.

Q: Are GRE scores required for admission to the USC PhD Economics
program?
A: GRE scores may be required as part of the application process, but prospective students should check the
latest admissions guidelines for specific requirements.

Q: What are the key areas of study within the USC PhD Economics
curriculum?
A: The curriculum includes core courses in microeconomic and macroeconomic theory, econometrics, and
various electives that focus on areas like labor economics, international economics, and public policy.

Q: What career paths do graduates of the USC PhD Economics program
typically pursue?
A: Graduates commonly find positions in academia, government, consulting firms, financial institutions, and
nonprofit organizations, contributing to policy analysis and economic research.

Q: How can prospective students strengthen their application for the PhD



program?
A: Applicants should focus on demonstrating their academic achievements, relevant research experience,
and clearly articulated career goals in their statement of purpose and letters of recommendation.

Q: Does the program encourage interdisciplinary research?
A: Yes, USC promotes interdisciplinary collaboration through its various research centers, allowing students
to engage with different fields and develop a comprehensive understanding of economic issues.

Q: What support does the program offer for student research?
A: The program provides access to funding opportunities, mentorship from faculty, and resources from
research centers, all of which support students in their research endeavors.

Q: What is the significance of the comprehensive examinations in the
PhD program?
A: Comprehensive examinations assess students' mastery of core economic concepts and their ability to
apply them, serving as a crucial milestone before they advance to dissertation research.
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