
usc economics major requirements

usc economics major requirements are designed to provide students with a strong foundation in economic
theories, quantitative methods, and analytical skills necessary for success in various fields. This article will
explore the specific requirements for the economics major at the University of Southern California (USC),
including core courses, elective options, and other academic expectations. Additionally, we will delve into
the skills that students develop through the program, career opportunities available to graduates, and tips
for prospective students. By understanding these requirements, students can better prepare themselves for
a rewarding academic journey in economics at USC.
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Overview of USC Economics Major
The economics major at USC is offered through the USC Dornsife College of Letters, Arts and Sciences. This
program is designed to equip students with a comprehensive understanding of economic principles and
their applications in real-world scenarios. The curriculum is structured to encourage critical thinking,
quantitative reasoning, and effective communication skills, all of which are essential for analyzing economic
problems and formulating solutions.

Students in the economics program can expect to study a variety of topics, including microeconomics,
macroeconomics, international economics, and econometrics. Additionally, the program emphasizes the
importance of understanding economic policy and its impact on society. With a strong focus on both



theoretical and applied economics, USC's program prepares students for various professional pathways.

Core Course Requirements
To fulfill the economics major requirements at USC, students must complete a series of core courses that lay
the groundwork for advanced study in the field. These courses typically include:

Introduction to Microeconomics: This course covers the basics of consumer behavior, firm behavior,
and market structures.

Introduction to Macroeconomics: Students learn about national income, inflation, unemployment, and
fiscal and monetary policy.

Intermediate Microeconomic Theory: A deeper examination of microeconomic principles, focusing
on consumer choice and market dynamics.

Intermediate Macroeconomic Theory: This course explores macroeconomic models and their
application to real-world economic issues.

Econometrics: Students gain skills in statistical methods and their application to economic data.

These core courses are essential for students to build a robust understanding of economic concepts.
Additionally, students are required to maintain a minimum GPA in these courses to remain in good
standing within the major.

Elective Course Options
Once students have completed the core courses, they have the flexibility to choose from a variety of
elective courses that allow them to tailor their education to their interests and career goals. Some popular
elective options include:

International Economics: Examines trade theories, exchange rates, and the effects of globalization.

Labor Economics: Focuses on labor markets, employment, and wage determination.

Public Economics: Analyzes government policies, taxation, and public expenditure.

Development Economics: Investigates economic development issues in low-income countries.

Environmental Economics: Studies the economic impact of environmental policies and natural



resource management.

By selecting electives that align with their career aspirations, students can gain specialized knowledge that
enhances their marketability in the job market or prepares them for graduate studies.

Skills Developed Through the Major
The USC economics major not only provides students with theoretical knowledge but also equips them
with a variety of practical skills that are highly sought after in the workforce. These skills include:

Analytical Thinking: Students learn to analyze complex economic data and interpret the results.

Quantitative Skills: Proficiency in statistics and econometrics is developed, allowing students to
handle data effectively.

Problem-Solving: The program teaches students to approach economic problems systematically and
develop strategic solutions.

Communication: Students enhance their ability to communicate economic concepts clearly and
persuasively, both in writing and verbally.

Research Skills: The curriculum emphasizes research methodologies, enabling students to conduct
independent economic research.

These skills are applicable across various industries, making economics graduates versatile candidates for
numerous roles in the job market.

Career Opportunities for Economics Graduates
Graduates with a degree in economics from USC have a wide array of career opportunities available to
them. The analytical and quantitative skills developed through the program are highly valued in various
sectors. Some common career paths include:

Financial Analyst: Analyzing financial data to guide investment decisions.

Economist: Conducting research and analysis on economic issues for government, think tanks, or
private firms.

Policy Analyst: Evaluating policies and their economic implications for governmental or non-profit



organizations.

Market Research Analyst: Studying market conditions to understand potential sales of a product or
service.

Consultant: Providing expert advice on economic strategies to businesses and organizations.

With a solid foundation in economics, graduates can pursue roles in diverse fields such as finance,
government, academia, and international organizations, among others.

Tips for Prospective Students
For students interested in pursuing an economics major at USC, there are several tips to keep in mind to
ensure a successful academic experience:

Course Planning: Meet with an academic advisor to create a course plan that meets all requirements
and aligns with your career goals.

Engage in Extracurricular Activities: Join economics clubs or participate in internships to gain
practical experience and network with professionals.

Utilize Resources: Take advantage of USC's academic resources, such as tutoring centers and library
services.

Stay Informed: Keep up with current economic events to enhance classroom discussions and real-
world understanding.

Consider Graduate Studies: If interested, explore graduate programs early and consider how your
undergraduate coursework can prepare you for advanced studies.

By following these tips, prospective students can maximize their educational experience and prepare for a
successful career in economics.

Conclusion
Understanding the usc economics major requirements is essential for students who wish to embark on a
fulfilling academic journey at USC. From core courses that establish a strong foundation in economic theory
to elective options that allow for specialization, students are well-equipped to develop valuable skills that
are applicable in various career paths. With a commitment to analytical thinking, quantitative reasoning,



and effective communication, graduates can pursue diverse opportunities in finance, policy analysis,
consulting, and beyond. By being proactive in course selection and engaging with the academic
community, students can enhance their learning experience and prepare for successful careers in
economics.

Q: What are the minimum GPA requirements for the USC economics
major?
A: To remain in good standing in the USC economics major, students typically need to maintain a
minimum GPA of 2.0 in their major courses. Some specific classes may have higher GPA requirements, so
students should consult their academic advisor for detailed information.

Q: Are there opportunities for undergraduate research in the economics
program at USC?
A: Yes, USC encourages undergraduate research, and economics students can engage in research projects
with faculty members. This involvement can provide valuable experience and enhance students'
understanding of economic analysis.

Q: Can I double major with economics at USC?
A: It is possible to double major at USC; however, students must meet the requirements for both majors. It
is advisable to consult with academic advisors from both departments to create a feasible plan.

Q: What types of internships are available for economics majors at USC?
A: USC offers a range of internship opportunities for economics majors, including positions in government
agencies, financial institutions, non-profits, and private companies. Students are encouraged to utilize the
USC career center for internship placements and guidance.

Q: Is it necessary to take a statistics course before enrolling in
econometrics?
A: Yes, students are generally required to have a foundation in statistics before taking econometrics, as it is
crucial for understanding the statistical methods used in economic analysis.



Q: What is the benefit of studying econometrics as part of the economics
major?
A: Studying econometrics provides students with the statistical tools and techniques necessary for analyzing
economic data. This knowledge is essential for conducting empirical research and making informed
decisions based on data analysis.

Q: Are there study abroad programs available for economics students at
USC?
A: Yes, USC offers various study abroad programs that allow economics students to gain international
experience and expand their understanding of global economic issues. Students can participate in programs
that align with their academic and career goals.

Q: What is the job placement rate for USC economics graduates?
A: USC has a strong reputation for job placement, with many economics graduates finding employment in a
variety of sectors shortly after graduation. The university's career services provide support and resources to
help students secure positions in their desired fields.

Q: Can economics majors participate in internships before graduating?
A: Absolutely, USC encourages students to seek internships during their studies. Gaining practical
experience through internships can enhance learning and improve job prospects after graduation.

Q: What skills do employers look for in economics graduates?
A: Employers typically seek economics graduates who possess strong analytical and quantitative skills,
effective communication abilities, problem-solving capabilities, and a solid understanding of economic
principles and policy implications.
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