
uw economics major requirements
uw economics major requirements are essential for students aspiring to understand the field of
economics at the University of Washington. This article provides a comprehensive overview of the
major requirements, including core courses, electives, GPA standards, and additional criteria that
students must fulfill. By delving into these requirements, prospective students can better prepare for
their academic journey and align their educational goals with the expectations of the UW economics
program. Below, we will explore the necessary steps and resources available to students, along with
tips for successfully navigating the program.
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Overview of the Economics Major
The economics major at the University of Washington is designed to equip students with a strong
understanding of economic theories, analytical skills, and quantitative methods. This major prepares
graduates for various careers in finance, public policy, international relations, and academia. To
earn a Bachelor of Arts in Economics, students must complete a series of foundational and advanced
courses that cover both microeconomics and macroeconomics, along with specialized topics in the
field.

The curriculum is structured to ensure that students gain not only theoretical knowledge but also
practical skills applicable in real-world scenarios. The economics program encourages critical
thinking, problem-solving, and effective communication, which are vital attributes in today’s job
market. Understanding the major requirements is crucial for students to effectively plan their
academic schedules and meet graduation criteria.



Core Course Requirements
To successfully declare an economics major at UW, students must complete a set of core courses
that provide a solid foundation in economic principles and analytical techniques. These core courses
are designed to introduce students to the fundamental concepts of economics and prepare them for
more advanced study.

Required Core Courses
The required core courses for the economics major at UW typically include the following:

ECON 200: Introduction to Microeconomics

ECON 201: Introduction to Macroeconomics

ECON 300: Intermediate Microeconomic Theory

ECON 301: Intermediate Macroeconomic Theory

ECON 390: Econometrics

These courses form the backbone of the economics curriculum and are essential for all students
pursuing this major. Students must ensure they achieve a satisfactory grade in each of these courses
to progress in their academic journey.

Important Prerequisites
Before enrolling in core courses, students must complete prerequisites such as calculus and
statistics. These mathematical foundations are critical for success in higher-level economics courses.
Specifically, students are often required to complete:

MATH 124: Business Calculus or MATH 134: Calculus for Scientists

STAT 220: Introduction to Statistics or an equivalent course

Completing these prerequisites early in the academic career can help students stay on track with
their course schedule and avoid any delays in meeting major requirements.

Elective Courses
In addition to the core requirements, students must select a number of elective courses that allow
them to tailor their education to their interests and career goals. The electives available cover a
wide range of topics within economics, providing depth and specialization.



Types of Electives
Elective courses within the economics department may include:

ECON 340: Labor Economics

ECON 345: Public Economics

ECON 360: International Trade

ECON 370: Economic Development

ECON 400: Advanced Topics in Economics

These electives allow students to explore specific areas of economics that interest them, whether it
be labor markets, economic policy, or global economic interactions. Students should consult with
academic advisors to ensure their elective choices align with their career aspirations.

GPA and Academic Performance Standards
Maintaining a strong academic record is crucial for success in the economics program. The
University of Washington requires students to achieve a minimum GPA to remain in the major and
graduate successfully.

Minimum GPA Requirements
Students must maintain an overall GPA of at least 2.0 in all courses required for the economics
major. This includes both core and elective courses. Additionally, some specific courses may have
higher GPA expectations, particularly those that serve as prerequisites for advanced classes.

Regularly monitoring academic performance and seeking help when needed can aid students in
meeting these standards. Resources such as tutoring, study groups, and office hours with professors
are valuable for enhancing understanding and improving grades.

Additional Requirements and Recommendations
Beyond the core and elective courses, there are additional requirements and recommendations for
students pursuing an economics major at UW. These include participation in research opportunities,
internships, and other extracurricular activities that enhance learning.

Research Opportunities
Engaging in research can significantly enrich the educational experience. Students are encouraged
to work with faculty on research projects, which can provide hands-on experience and deepen their
understanding of economic concepts. Such opportunities can also enhance resumes and graduate



school applications.

Internship and Networking Opportunities
Internships are highly recommended for economics majors to gain practical experience in the field.
Students should seek out internships related to finance, government, or policy analysis to apply their
classroom knowledge in real-world settings. Networking through university events, career fairs, and
professional organizations can also open doors to job opportunities after graduation.

Benefits of an Economics Major
Pursuing a degree in economics offers numerous benefits, from versatile career options to a strong
foundation in analytical skills. Graduates with an economics major can enter various fields, including
finance, consulting, government, and academia. The skills acquired through studying
economics—such as critical thinking, quantitative analysis, and effective communication—are highly
valued by employers across industries.

Moreover, the economics major prepares students for graduate studies in economics, law, business,
and public policy, making it a robust choice for those considering advanced education.
Understanding the complexities of economic systems is increasingly important in a globalized world,
and an economics degree equips graduates to address these challenges effectively.

Conclusion
Understanding the uw economics major requirements is vital for students planning their
academic paths. By fulfilling core course requirements, selecting appropriate electives, maintaining
a strong GPA, and engaging in additional opportunities, students can maximize their educational
experience and prepare for successful careers in economics. The program not only lays a strong
theoretical foundation but also equips students with practical skills essential for navigating the
complexities of the economy. With a degree in economics from UW, graduates are well-prepared to
tackle real-world challenges and make informed decisions in their future endeavors.

Q: What are the main courses required for the UW economics
major?
A: The main courses required for the UW economics major include Introduction to Microeconomics,
Introduction to Macroeconomics, Intermediate Microeconomic Theory, Intermediate Macroeconomic
Theory, and Econometrics.

Q: Are there any specific GPA requirements for the economics
major?
A: Yes, students must maintain a minimum overall GPA of 2.0 in all courses required for the
economics major to remain in the program and graduate.



Q: What elective courses can I take within the economics
major?
A: Elective courses may include Labor Economics, Public Economics, International Trade, Economic
Development, and Advanced Topics in Economics, among others.

Q: Do I need to complete any prerequisites before starting the
economics major?
A: Yes, students are typically required to complete prerequisites such as calculus and statistics
before enrolling in core economics courses.

Q: How can I enhance my learning experience as an economics
major?
A: Students can enhance their learning experiences by engaging in research opportunities,
internships, and networking within the field of economics.

Q: What career options are available for economics majors?
A: Economics majors can pursue careers in finance, consulting, government, international
organizations, and academia, among other fields.

Q: Is it beneficial to participate in research as an economics
student?
A: Yes, participating in research can provide valuable hands-on experience, deepen understanding of
economic concepts, and strengthen resumes for future opportunities.

Q: Can I specialize in a particular area of economics within my
major?
A: Yes, through elective courses, students can specialize in areas such as labor economics, public
policy, and international economics, tailoring their education to their interests.

Q: What skills do I gain from an economics major?
A: Students gain critical thinking, analytical skills, quantitative analysis, and effective
communication skills, which are highly valued in various industries.



Q: How important is networking for economics students?
A: Networking is very important for economics students as it can lead to internship opportunities
and job placements after graduation, enhancing career prospects.
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