uw madison economics major
requirements

uw madison economics major requirements encompass a comprehensive set of
academic criteria designed for students pursuing a degree in economics at the University of
Wisconsin-Madison. Understanding these requirements is crucial for prospective students
aiming to successfully navigate their academic journey. This article will explore the
foundational prerequisites, core curriculum, elective options, and additional considerations
for students enrolled in the economics major at UW-Madison. By highlighting these aspects,
the article will serve as a valuable resource for students planning their studies and ensuring
they meet the necessary requirements for graduation.
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Overview of the Economics Major

The economics major at UW-Madison is designed to provide students with a robust
understanding of economic theory, quantitative methods, and real-world applications. This
major prepares students for a variety of careers in business, government, and academia.
The curriculum emphasizes critical thinking, analytical skills, and the ability to apply
economic concepts to solve complex problems. Students will engage with a range of topics,
including microeconomics, macroeconomics, and econometrics, all of which are essential
for a comprehensive understanding of economic systems.



Prerequisites for the Economics Major

Before declaring an economics major at UW-Madison, students must meet certain
prerequisites. These requirements ensure that students are adequately prepared for the
rigorous coursework ahead. Generally, students must complete introductory courses in
economics and mathematics. The following prerequisites are typically required:

e Completion of introductory courses in Microeconomics and Macroeconomics.

¢ A minimum of one semester of calculus, which is essential for understanding
economic modeling.

e Completion of a statistics course to develop quantitative analysis skills.

It is advisable for students to complete these courses during their first two years of study to
facilitate a smooth transition into advanced economics coursework. Additionally, students
should maintain a competitive GPA to strengthen their application for the major.

Core Curriculum Requirements

The core curriculum for the economics major at UW-Madison is designed to provide a solid
foundation in economic theory and practice. Students are required to complete a series of
core courses, which typically include:

¢ Intermediate Microeconomic Theory

Intermediate Macroeconomic Theory

Econometrics

Game Theory

Economic Development

These courses delve into the complexities of economic behavior, policy implications, and
empirical research methods. Each course builds on the knowledge gained from prerequisite
courses and encourages students to apply theoretical concepts to real-world economic
issues.

In addition to these core courses, students may also be required to complete a capstone
project or thesis, which allows them to synthesize their learning and engage in independent
research. This project is an excellent opportunity for students to explore a specific area of
interest in depth.



Elective Course Options

To complement the core curriculum, students pursuing an economics major at UW-Madison
have the opportunity to select elective courses that align with their interests and career
goals. The elective options include a variety of specialized topics such as:

¢ Public Economics

Labor Economics

Environmental Economics

Industrial Organization

International Trade

These electives allow students to tailor their education to specific fields within economics,
enhancing their understanding and preparing them for diverse career paths. Students are
encouraged to consult with academic advisors to select electives that will best benefit their
future aspirations.

Additional Considerations for Economics Majors

Aside from completing the required courses, economics majors at UW-Madison should also
consider participating in internships, research opportunities, and extracurricular activities
related to economics. These experiences can significantly enhance a student's resume and
provide practical skills that are attractive to employers.

Additionally, students are encouraged to engage in networking opportunities through
seminars, workshops, and economic forums hosted by the university. Building professional
relationships within the field can lead to valuable job prospects upon graduation.

Career Opportunities with an Economics Degree

Graduating with an economics degree from UW-Madison opens up a wide range of career
opportunities across various sectors. Some potential career paths include:

Financial Analyst

Policy Analyst

Market Research Analyst

Economic Consultant

Government Economist



These roles leverage the analytical and quantitative skills developed throughout the
economics program. Moreover, the versatility of an economics degree allows graduates to
pursue careers in finance, public policy, international relations, and beyond.

Conclusion

Understanding the uw madison economics major requirements is essential for
students aspiring to excel in this field. By fulfilling the prerequisites, completing the core
curriculum, and selecting relevant electives, students can build a strong foundation in
economics. Additionally, engaging in internships and networking can greatly enhance
career prospects. With a degree in economics from UW-Madison, graduates are well-
equipped to embark on a successful career in various industries, making a significant
impact in their chosen fields.

Q: What are the GPA requirements for the economics
major at UW-Madison?

A: Students typically need to maintain a minimum GPA of 2.5 in their economics courses to
remain in good standing and graduate with an economics degree.

Q: Are there any online courses available for the
economics major?

A: UW-Madison offers a combination of in-person and online courses for the economics
major, providing flexibility for students who may need to balance other commitments.

Q: Can | double major with economics at UW-Madison?

A: Yes, students can double major at UW-Madison. However, they should carefully plan their
course schedules with an academic advisor to meet the requirements for both majors.

Q: What is the typical duration to complete an
economics major at UW-Madison?

A: Most students complete the economics major in four years, assuming they follow a full-
time course load and meet all the requirements on schedule.

Q: What kind of research opportunities are available for
economics majors?

A: Economics majors at UW-Madison can participate in various research projects under



faculty supervision, internships, and independent studies that allow them to explore
specific economic issues of interest.

Q: Is an internship required for the economics major?

A: While an internship is not a formal requirement, it is highly encouraged for students to
gain practical experience and improve their employment prospects after graduation.

Q: What skills will | develop as an economics major?

A: Students will develop strong analytical skills, quantitative reasoning, critical thinking, and
the ability to apply economic theory to real-world problems, all of which are highly valued in
the job market.

Q: Are there any student organizations related to
economics at UW-Madison?

A: Yes, UW-Madison has several student organizations focused on economics, providing
networking opportunities, workshops, and events that enhance the educational experience.

Q: What are the main areas of focus within the
economics major?

A: The major typically focuses on microeconomics, macroeconomics, econometrics, and
various specialized fields such as labor economics, international trade, and public policy.

Q: How does the economics program at UW-Madison
compare to other universities?

A: UW-Madison's economics program is highly regarded for its rigorous curriculum,
distinguished faculty, and a strong emphasis on practical application and research, making
it competitive with other leading institutions.
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