
western washington university economics
western washington university economics is a dynamic field of study that prepares students for a
diverse range of careers in both the public and private sectors. As one of the leading institutions in
the Pacific Northwest, Western Washington University (WWU) offers a comprehensive economics
program that combines theoretical knowledge with practical applications. This article will explore
the various aspects of the economics program at WWU, including curriculum details, faculty
expertise, career opportunities, and the vibrant academic community. By delving into these topics,
prospective students and interested individuals can gain a deeper understanding of what to expect
from studying economics at Western Washington University.
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Overview of Western Washington University

Western Washington University, located in Bellingham, Washington, is known for its commitment to
sustainability, academic excellence, and student engagement. Established in 1893, the university
has grown to serve over 15,000 students across various disciplines, with a strong emphasis on
liberal arts education. The campus is situated between the Cascade Mountains and the Puget Sound,
providing a picturesque backdrop for academic pursuits.

The university prides itself on small class sizes and a low student-to-faculty ratio, fostering a close-
knit learning environment. In particular, the Economics Department is renowned for its rigorous
curriculum and the quality of education it provides. With a focus on critical thinking and analytical
skills, students are well-prepared to navigate the complexities of economic systems and policies.



Economics Program Structure

The economics program at Western Washington University offers both a Bachelor of Arts (BA) and a
Bachelor of Science (BS) degree, allowing students to choose a path that best aligns with their
career goals. The program covers a broad range of topics, including microeconomics,
macroeconomics, international economics, and econometrics.

Core Curriculum

Students pursuing an economics degree at WWU are required to complete a core curriculum that
provides a solid foundation in economic theory and quantitative methods. Key courses include:

Principles of Microeconomics

Principles of Macroeconomics

Intermediate Microeconomic Theory

Intermediate Macroeconomic Theory

Statistics for Business and Economics

In addition to core courses, students can choose from a variety of electives that allow them to
specialize in areas such as environmental economics, labor economics, and behavioral economics.
This flexibility enables students to tailor their education to their specific interests and career
aspirations.

Capstone Experience

A distinctive feature of the economics program at WWU is the capstone experience, where students
engage in a comprehensive research project. This project not only solidifies their understanding of
economic principles but also provides valuable hands-on experience in data analysis and research
methodologies. Students work closely with faculty mentors to develop and present their findings,
preparing them for real-world applications of their knowledge.

Faculty and Research Opportunities

The Economics Department at WWU boasts a diverse faculty with expertise in various fields of
economics. Faculty members are not only educators but also active researchers who contribute to
academic literature and policy discussions. This combination enhances the learning experience for



students, who benefit from being taught by professionals engaged in cutting-edge research.

Research Areas

Faculty research interests cover a wide spectrum, including:

Development Economics

Labor Market Dynamics

Environmental Policy

International Trade

Public Economics

Students are encouraged to participate in faculty-led research projects, which can lead to co-
authorship of papers and presentations at academic conferences. Such opportunities not only enrich
the students' educational experience but also enhance their resumes as they prepare to enter the job
market.

Career Opportunities for Economics Graduates

Graduates of the economics program at Western Washington University are well-equipped to pursue
a variety of career paths. The analytical skills and economic knowledge gained during their studies
make them attractive candidates for employers in numerous sectors.

Potential Career Paths

Some common career paths for economics graduates include:

Economic Analyst

Policy Advisor

Market Research Analyst

Financial Consultant

Data Scientist



Nonprofit Organization Analyst

Additionally, graduates are well-prepared for further studies in graduate programs, including
economics, business administration, law, and public policy. The rigorous training in analytical
thinking and quantitative analysis provides a strong foundation for advanced education.

Student Life and Resources

Western Washington University offers a vibrant student life, with numerous clubs, organizations,
and resources available to economics students. The Economics Club, for instance, provides
networking opportunities, guest speakers, and workshops that enhance the academic experience.
Students can also access various academic resources, including tutoring services, libraries, and
computer labs that support their studies.

Networking and Internship Opportunities

WWU facilitates connections between students and potential employers through career fairs,
internship programs, and alumni networking events. These resources are invaluable for students
seeking internships or job placements after graduation. The university's location in Bellingham, near
major economic hubs such as Seattle and Vancouver, further enhances these opportunities.

Conclusion

Studying western washington university economics provides students with a comprehensive
educational experience that prepares them for a range of careers in economics and related fields.
With a robust curriculum, expert faculty, and ample research and networking opportunities, WWU
stands out as an excellent choice for aspiring economists. The combination of academic rigor and a
supportive community makes it an ideal environment for students to thrive and succeed in their
professional endeavors.

Q: What degrees does Western Washington University offer in
economics?
A: Western Washington University offers both a Bachelor of Arts (BA) and a Bachelor of Science (BS)
degree in economics, allowing students to choose a program that suits their career goals.

Q: What are the core courses required for an economics



degree at WWU?
A: Core courses include Principles of Microeconomics, Principles of Macroeconomics, Intermediate
Microeconomic Theory, Intermediate Macroeconomic Theory, and Statistics for Business and
Economics.

Q: Are there research opportunities available for economics
students at WWU?
A: Yes, economics students at WWU have opportunities to engage in research projects with faculty,
contributing to academic publications and presentations.

Q: What career paths can economics graduates from WWU
pursue?
A: Graduates can pursue careers as economic analysts, policy advisors, market research analysts,
financial consultants, data scientists, and more.

Q: Does WWU provide networking opportunities for economics
students?
A: Yes, WWU offers various networking opportunities through clubs like the Economics Club, career
fairs, internship programs, and alumni events.

Q: How does the capstone experience benefit economics
students at WWU?
A: The capstone experience allows students to engage in comprehensive research projects,
solidifying their understanding of economic principles and providing practical experience.

Q: What is the student-to-faculty ratio at Western Washington
University?
A: WWU maintains a low student-to-faculty ratio, which fosters a close-knit learning environment
and enhances student-faculty interactions.

Q: Can economics graduates from WWU pursue further
education?
A: Yes, many economics graduates go on to pursue advanced degrees in economics, business
administration, law, or public policy.



Q: What extracurricular activities are available for economics
students at WWU?
A: Economics students can participate in various extracurricular activities, including clubs,
workshops, and guest speaker events that enhance their academic experience.

Q: What role does faculty expertise play in the economics
program at WWU?
A: Faculty members are active researchers with diverse expertise, providing students with insights
into current economic issues and enhancing their learning experience.
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