
british math olympiad
british math olympiad is a prestigious mathematics competition that challenges students across
the United Kingdom to showcase their mathematical prowess and problem-solving abilities. This
competition not only serves as a platform for identifying young mathematical talent but also plays a
crucial role in fostering a deeper understanding and appreciation of mathematics among participants.
In this article, we will explore the history of the British Math Olympiad, its structure and format,
preparation strategies for aspiring participants, and its significance in the broader context of
mathematics education. We will also address common questions regarding the competition, ensuring
that students and educators alike are well-informed about this exciting opportunity.
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History of the British Math Olympiad

The British Math Olympiad (BMO) has a rich history that dates back to its inception in the early 20th
century. Originally introduced to encourage mathematical exploration and competition among
students, the BMO has evolved into a key event that attracts some of the brightest young minds in
the UK. Its first official competition took place in 1965, and since then, it has expanded its reach and
influence.

Over the years, the British Math Olympiad has been instrumental in identifying and nurturing
mathematical talent. Many participants have gone on to achieve significant success in mathematics
and related fields, contributing to the development of innovative solutions and advancements in
technology. The competition is organized by the United Kingdom Mathematics Trust (UKMT), which is
dedicated to promoting mathematics education and inspiring students to engage with the subject.

Structure and Format of the Competition

The British Math Olympiad is divided into two main rounds, known as BMO1 and BMO2. Each round is
designed to test the problem-solving skills and mathematical reasoning of participants, with a strong
emphasis on creativity and lateral thinking.



Round 1: BMO1

BMO1 typically includes six challenging problems that participants have to solve within a time frame
of three hours. The questions are crafted to test a range of mathematical concepts, including algebra,
geometry, number theory, and combinatorics. Each problem is worth a maximum of 7 points, allowing
students to earn a total of 42 points if they answer all questions perfectly.

Round 2: BMO2

Following BMO1, the top scorers are invited to participate in BMO2. This second round is more
rigorous, featuring a similar format but with even more complex problems. Participants are again
required to solve six problems within three hours, but the level of difficulty is significantly heightened.
The emphasis in this round is on deeper mathematical insights and advanced problem-solving
techniques.

Scoring and Awards

Scoring for both rounds is based on the accuracy and completeness of the solutions provided.
Participants receive feedback on their performance, which can be invaluable for their future
mathematical endeavors. Awards are presented to top performers, including medals and certificates,
which serve as recognition of their hard work and talent.

Preparation Strategies for Participants


