
is saxon math good

is saxon math good is a question that many parents, educators, and students
ponder when considering math curricula. Saxon Math has gained popularity for
its unique approach to teaching mathematics, blending incremental learning
with consistent review. This article explores the strengths and weaknesses of
Saxon Math, examines its pedagogical strategies, and discusses its
suitability for various learning styles. We'll cover key components such as
the curriculum structure, teaching methods, and user feedback, providing a
comprehensive overview to help you determine if Saxon Math is the right fit
for you or your child.
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Understanding Saxon Math

Saxon Math is a mathematics curriculum developed by John Saxon in the 1980s.
It is designed to provide a solid foundation in mathematics through a
systematic and incremental approach. The curriculum focuses on mastering
concepts through practice and repetition, ensuring that students not only
learn new material but also retain previously learned concepts. This method
contrasts sharply with traditional math teaching methods that often emphasize
the introduction of new topics without sufficient review.

Historical Background

The Saxon Math philosophy emerged from the belief that students learn best
when they regularly revisit and practice previously learned material. This
approach is rooted in the idea that mathematical understanding builds over
time, requiring a structured and consistent method of instruction. Over the
decades, Saxon Math has been adopted in various educational settings, from
homeschool environments to traditional classrooms.



Curriculum Overview

The Saxon Math curriculum spans several grade levels, offering a
comprehensive pathway from elementary through high school mathematics. Each
level is meticulously designed to build on the previous one, allowing for a
seamless transition as students progress through their math education. The
curriculum includes textbooks, workbooks, and various teaching aids aimed at
supporting both educators and students.

Curriculum Structure

Saxon Math is known for its distinctive curriculum structure, which is
divided into several key components that promote a deep understanding of
mathematical concepts. The curriculum is divided into levels, each focusing
on specific mathematical skills and knowledge.

Incremental Learning

One of the core principles of Saxon Math is incremental learning. In this
model, new concepts are introduced gradually, allowing students to master
each concept before moving on to the next. This method contrasts with
traditional approaches, which often present multiple new concepts at once.
The incremental learning structure helps prevent students from feeling
overwhelmed and fosters confidence in their mathematical abilities.

Consistent Review

Another hallmark of Saxon Math is its emphasis on consistent review. Each
lesson incorporates review of previously learned material, ensuring that
students retain their knowledge over time. This repetitive practice
solidifies understanding and helps students make connections between
different mathematical concepts. As students progress, they continually
revisit earlier lessons, reinforcing their skills and knowledge.

Teaching Methods

Saxon Math employs a variety of teaching methods designed to cater to diverse
learning styles. The curriculum encourages active engagement and
participation, making math feel less daunting and more accessible.

Mastery Learning Approach

The mastery learning approach in Saxon Math means that students must
demonstrate a clear understanding of a concept before moving on to more
complex topics. This method ensures that students are not left behind and
that they have a solid foundation upon which to build their future learning.
Mastery learning is particularly beneficial for students who may struggle
with traditional pacing in mathematics.



Structured Lessons

Saxon Math lessons are structured to provide clarity and organization. Each
lesson typically includes a brief introduction of new material, followed by
practice problems that reinforce the concept. Additionally, lessons often
include a mix of problem types, allowing students to apply what they’ve
learned in various contexts. This structured approach is appealing to both
students and teachers, as it provides a clear roadmap for learning.

Pros of Saxon Math

There are several advantages to using Saxon Math as a curriculum choice.
Understanding these benefits can help parents and educators make informed
decisions.

Strong foundational skills: The incremental learning approach ensures
that students build a solid understanding of math concepts.

Consistent practice: Regular review helps reinforce knowledge, reducing
the risk of forgetting earlier lessons.

Variety of resources: Saxon Math provides a range of materials,
including textbooks, workbooks, and online resources, to support
different learning styles.

Flexibility: The curriculum can be adapted for use in various
educational settings, including traditional classrooms and
homeschooling.

Mastery-focused: The emphasis on mastery helps students feel confident
and capable in their math abilities.

Cons of Saxon Math

While there are many benefits to Saxon Math, it is also important to consider
some of the drawbacks associated with the curriculum.

Repetitive nature: Some students may find the constant review tedious or
monotonous, potentially leading to disengagement.

Teacher-intensive: The curriculum may require more preparation and
involvement from teachers compared to other programs.

Limited exposure to problem-solving: Critics argue that while Saxon Math
focuses on practice, it may not provide enough opportunities for
exploratory or critical thinking in math.

Varied student experiences: The success of Saxon Math can depend heavily
on the individual learning style of students, making it less suitable
for some.



User Feedback

User feedback on Saxon Math varies widely, with some praising its
effectiveness while others express dissatisfaction. Understanding these
perspectives can provide valuable insights.

Positive Reviews


