math u see vs saxon

math u see vs saxon is a common debate among parents and educators looking to
choose the best math curriculum for their children. Both Math U See and Saxon
Math have their unique methodologies, philosophies, and approaches to
teaching mathematics. This article will delve into the core differences and
similarities between the two programs, explore their effectiveness, and
provide insights to help you make an informed decision. We will cover their
teaching styles, curriculum structure, pros and cons, and ultimately guide
you to choose the right fit for your educational needs.
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Overview of Math U See

Math U See is a hands-on, mastery-based curriculum created by Steve Demme. It
emphasizes understanding mathematical concepts through visual learning and
manipulatives, making it particularly effective for visual learners and those
who struggle with traditional methods. The curriculum is structured around a
series of levels, each focusing on specific concepts, allowing students to
progress at their own pace. This approach encourages mastery, ensuring that
students have a solid grasp of each concept before moving on to the next.

Key Features of Math U See

Math U See features several key components that set it apart from other math



programs:

Manipulatives: Physical blocks and tools help students visualize and
understand mathematical concepts.

Instructional Videos: Each lesson includes a video lesson led by Steve
Demme, providing clear explanations and demonstrations.

Worksheets and Tests: Students complete worksheets and tests to
reinforce their learning and assess their understanding.

Focus on Mastery: Students advance only when they have demonstrated
mastery of the current level, reducing stress and enhancing confidence.

Overview of Saxon Math

Saxon Math, developed by John Saxon, is known for its incremental approach to
teaching mathematics. This program emphasizes consistent practice and review,
helping students retain what they learn over time. The curriculum is
structured to introduce new concepts gradually while continually reviewing
previously learned material. This method ensures that students build a strong
foundation in mathematics and develop problem-solving skills.

Key Features of Saxon Math

Saxon Math has several distinctive features that contribute to its
effectiveness:

e Incremental Approach: Concepts are introduced gradually and revisited
frequently, ensuring retention and mastery.

e Daily Practice: Each lesson includes practice problems that reinforce
both new and old concepts, promoting long-term understanding.

e Assessment Tools: Regular assessments help track progress, identify
areas needing improvement, and ensure students stay on track.

e Teacher's Manual: A comprehensive manual guides parents and teachers
through each lesson, providing support and strategies for effective
teaching.



Teaching Methodologies

The teaching methodologies of Math U See and Saxon Math are fundamentally
different, impacting how students engage with and learn mathematical
concepts.

Math U See's Approach

The Math U See curriculum is heavily focused on mastery and understanding
through visual learning. The use of manipulatives allows students to
physically interact with mathematical concepts, making abstract ideas more
concrete. The structure of the program encourages students to take their time
with each topic, ensuring they fully grasp the material before moving on.

Saxon Math's Approach

Saxon Math adopts an incremental and cumulative approach. Each new lesson
builds on previously learned material, which means students are constantly
reviewing and practicing older concepts. This method reinforces learning and
helps students retain information over the long term. The structured daily
practice ensures that students are consistently engaged with the material,
promoting a solid understanding of mathematics.

Curriculum Structure

The curriculum structure of Math U See and Saxon Math reflects their
respective teaching philosophies, influencing how students progress through
their mathematical education.

Math U See Curriculum Structure

Math U See is organized into levels that correspond to specific grade levels
or abilities. Each level covers a range of topics, allowing students to
advance based on their mastery rather than age or grade. The curriculum
includes:

e Instructional videos
e Hands-on manipulatives
e Worksheets for practice and reinforcement

e Tests to assess mastery



Saxon Math Curriculum Structure

Saxon Math is divided into courses that cater to various grade levels. Each
course includes a sequence of lessons that introduce new concepts while
reviewing older material. The structure consists of:

e Incremental lessons with daily practice problems
e Regular assessments to monitor progress
e Comprehensive teacher's manuals for guidance

e Worksheets and tests for reinforcement

Pros and Cons of Math U See

Like any educational program, Math U See has its strengths and weaknesses.
Understanding these can help parents and educators determine if it's the
right fit for their students.

Pros of Math U See

e Visual and hands-on learning appeals to many students.
e Focus on mastery reduces anxiety and builds confidence.
e Flexible pacing allows students to progress at their own speed.

e Comprehensive instructional videos enhance understanding.

Cons of Math U See

e May not provide enough practice for some learners.
e Less structured for students who thrive on routine.

e The cost of materials can be higher than traditional programs.



Pros and Cons of Saxon Math

Saxon Math also comes with its own set of advantages and drawbacks, which
should be carefully considered.

Pros of Saxon Math

Incremental approach promotes long-term retention of concepts.

Daily practice helps reinforce learning and build confidence.

Structured curriculum provides clear guidance for teachers.

Regular assessments track student progress effectively.

Cons of Saxon Math

e Some students may find the repetitive nature tedious.
e May require significant parental involvement for younger learners.

e Not as engaging for visual or hands-on learners.

Which Curriculum is Right for Your Child?

Choosing between Math U See and Saxon Math ultimately depends on your child's
learning style, needs, and preferences. If your child benefits from visual
aids and hands-on learning experiences, Math U See may be the better choice.
Conversely, if your child thrives in a structured environment with consistent
practice, Saxon Math could be more suitable.

Consider your child's strengths and weaknesses in mathematics, their previous
experiences with math curricula, and your own teaching style when making a
decision. Additionally, some families may choose to use both programs in
conjunction, leveraging the strengths of each to provide a more rounded math
education.

Conclusion

In the debate of math u see vs saxon, both curricula offer valuable



approaches to teaching mathematics. Math U See’s mastery-based, visual
learning contrasts with Saxon Math’s incremental, practice-heavy framework.
Understanding the strengths and weaknesses of each program can help guide
your choice based on your child’s unique needs. Regardless of which
curriculum you choose, fostering a positive attitude towards math and
encouraging curiosity will set the foundation for your child's success in
mathematics.

FAQs

Q: What age group is Math U See designed for?

A: Math U See is designed for a wide range of ages, with levels that
accommodate students from kindergarten through high school.

Q: How does Saxon Math handle different learning
paces?

A: Saxon Math allows students to progress through lessons at their own pace,
but the structured daily practice can be more rigid compared to mastery-based
programs.

Q: Can Math U See be used alongside other curricula?

A: Yes, many families use Math U See in conjunction with other educational
programs to reinforce learning in different ways.

Q: Is there a significant cost difference between
Math U See and Saxon Math?

A: Generally, Math U See tends to be more expensive due to its manipulatives
and videos, while Saxon Math offers more traditional printed materials.

Q: How often should students practice with Saxon
Math?

A: Saxon Math encourages daily practice, with each lesson designed to
reinforce both new and previously learned material.



Q: Are there online resources available for either
curriculum?

A: Both Math U See and Saxon Math offer online resources, including videos,
assessments, and parent guides to support learning.

Q: Which curriculum is better for struggling
learners?

A: Math U See may be more beneficial for struggling learners due to its
mastery focus and use of manipulatives, while Saxon Math's consistent review
can also support retention.

Q: Can parents easily teach either curriculum at
home?

A: Yes, both Math U See and Saxon Math provide comprehensive teacher guides
that help parents teach the material effectively at home.

Q: How does each program prepare students for
standardized testing?

A: Saxon Math's regular assessments can help students prepare for
standardized tests, while Math U See focuses on mastery, which can also lead
to strong performance in testing situations.

Q: What is the main focus of Math U See’s teaching
philosophy?

A: The main focus of Math U See is to ensure mastery of concepts through
visual learning and manipulatives, enabling students to understand and apply
math in real-world contexts.
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