review of saxon math

review of saxon math is a critical undertaking for parents and educators looking for a robust
curriculum. This comprehensive article aims to provide an in-depth analysis of the Saxon Math
program, exploring its pedagogical approach, curriculum structure, strengths, potential weaknesses,
and suitability for various learners. We will delve into how Saxon Math implements its distinctive
incremental approach, the benefits of its traditional methods, and what parents can expect in terms
of student engagement and academic outcomes. Furthermore, we will examine the scope and
sequence across different grade levels, discuss common parent experiences, and offer guidance on
when Saxon Math might be the ideal choice for your child's educational journey.
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Understanding the Saxon Math Philosophy:
Incremental and Integrated Learning

At its core, Saxon Math is built upon a foundation of mastery-based learning through an incremental
and integrated approach. This philosophy, developed by John Saxon, emphasizes teaching one new
concept at a time, followed by consistent practice and review of previously learned material. The idea
is to prevent gaps in understanding by ensuring students solidify their grasp on each skill before
moving on to more complex topics. This differs significantly from curricula that introduce many new
concepts at once and then move on, potentially leaving students behind if they don't grasp
everything immediately. The incremental nature means that even seemingly small steps are
important, building a strong scaffold of mathematical knowledge.

The integration aspect of Saxon Math is equally crucial. Instead of teaching topics in isolated units,
Saxon Math weaves them together throughout the year. For example, a lesson on fractions might also
incorporate review of addition, subtraction, and multiplication problems that utilize those fractions.
This constant revisiting of concepts reinforces learning and helps students see the
interconnectedness of different mathematical ideas. It's like building a strong house, where each brick
is laid carefully and cemented in place, with regular checks to ensure the structure is sound before
adding the next level.

Saxon Math Curriculum Structure and Progression

The typical Saxon Math lesson structure is designed for consistent reinforcement. Each daily lesson,
whether in elementary, middle, or high school, generally includes a warm-up activity, introduction of a



new concept, guided practice, and a set of problem sets that review both new and previous concepts.
This cyclical approach is a hallmark of the program and is designed to build long-term retention.

The progression through the grades is meticulously planned. Elementary grades focus on building
foundational arithmetic skills, number sense, and basic geometry. As students advance into middle
school, the curriculum introduces pre-algebraic concepts, more complex fractions and decimals, and
data analysis. High school Saxon Math courses typically cover Algebra 1, Algebra 2, Geometry, and
Trigonometry, all within the framework of its traditional, incremental methodology. The sequencing is
designed to prepare students for higher-level mathematics and standardized tests.

One of the key features of the structure is the detailed teacher's manual and student workbook. The
teacher's manual provides clear, step-by-step instructions for presenting each lesson, along with
answers and solutions. The student workbooks contain the daily problem sets and space for students
to complete their work. This structured format offers significant support for both educators and
parents who may be homeschooling.

Strengths of the Saxon Math Program

Perhaps the most celebrated strength of Saxon Math is its proven effectiveness in building strong
foundational math skills. The consistent review and practice embedded within the curriculum help
students achieve a deep understanding and long-term retention of mathematical concepts. Many
parents and educators report that students who have used Saxon Math are well-prepared for future
mathematical challenges, often excelling in standardized tests and subsequent coursework. This is
largely due to the mastery-based approach, which ensures that students don't simply memorize
procedures but truly understand the underlying principles.

Another significant advantage is the program's clarity and organization. The lessons are typically
presented in a straightforward, direct-instruction format, making them easy to follow for both the
teacher and the student. The predictable lesson structure provides a sense of routine and helps
students know what to expect each day, which can be particularly beneficial for learners who thrive
on structure and predictability. This consistency reduces anxiety and allows students to focus on the
mathematics itself.

Furthermore, Saxon Math’s traditional approach often appeals to families who prefer a more rigorous,
skills-focused math education. It emphasizes problem-solving through a solid understanding of
arithmetic and algebra, preparing students for the analytical demands of higher mathematics. The
emphasis on real-world applications, even in early grades, helps students see the relevance of what
they are learning.

e Builds strong foundational skills through consistent practice.

Promotes long-term retention of mathematical concepts.

Clear, organized, and easy-to-follow lesson structure.

Direct instruction methods benefit students who thrive on structure.

Prepares students well for standardized tests and higher-level math.

Emphasizes problem-solving and analytical thinking.



Potential Weaknesses and Considerations

While Saxon Math boasts many strengths, it's not without its potential drawbacks, and it's important
to consider these when evaluating the curriculum. One common criticism is that the pace can feel
slow for some students, particularly those who are naturally gifted in mathematics or who have prior
exposure to the concepts. The focus on drilling and repetition, while beneficial for retention, can
sometimes lead to boredom or a feeling of redundancy for these learners.

Another point of discussion revolves around the program's less emphasis on conceptual exploration
and discovery-based learning compared to some other contemporary math curricula. Saxon Math is
very teacher-directed, meaning the teacher or parent presents the concept, and the student works
through problems. Some educators and parents prefer a more student-led approach where children
might explore mathematical ideas through games, manipulatives, or open-ended investigations. This
isn't to say Saxon Math lacks conceptual understanding, but the method of delivery is more
traditional.

The appearance of the textbooks, particularly older editions, has also been cited as a potential
detractor. Some find them to be less visually engaging or modern than other curricula, which might
impact student interest. Additionally, while the program is robust, some find that it might not
adequately address certain advanced topics or provide the depth of exploration that some students
might seek in areas like abstract algebra or advanced calculus without supplementary materials.

Saxon Math Across Different Grade Levels

Saxon Math offers a comprehensive curriculum from kindergarten through 12th grade, with each level
carefully designed to build upon the previous one. In the early elementary grades (K-3), the focus is
on establishing a solid understanding of numbers, counting, addition, subtraction, and basic problem-
solving. The lessons are concrete and introduce foundational concepts in a step-by-step manner,
often incorporating manipulatives to help young learners grasp abstract ideas.

As students progress into the upper elementary grades (4-6), Saxon Math introduces multiplication,
division, fractions, decimals, and introductory geometry. The problem sets begin to increase in
complexity, integrating more challenging word problems and multi-step calculations. The incremental
approach remains central, ensuring mastery of each skill before moving forward.

Middle school Saxon Math (grades 6-8, depending on the edition and placement) typically bridges the
gap to pre-algebra and algebra. Students will encounter topics such as integers, ratios, proportions,
percentages, and an introduction to variables. High school courses, including Algebra 1, Algebra 2,
Geometry, and Trigonometry, follow the same structured, incremental, and review-heavy format. The
expectation is that by completing these courses, students will possess a strong command of algebraic
principles and geometric reasoning, preparing them for college-level mathematics.

Parent Experiences and Testimonials

Parent experiences with Saxon Math are often varied, reflecting the diverse needs and learning styles
of children. A significant number of parents enthusiastically endorse the program, citing their
children's improved math confidence and academic performance. Many homeschooling families, in
particular, find the structured and self-contained nature of Saxon Math to be an invaluable resource,
providing clear guidance and a complete curriculum package.

Many parents report that their children who struggled with math in other programs have found



success with Saxon Math due to its consistent review and mastery-based approach. The "aha!"
moments, when a student finally grasps a concept after repeated exposure and practice, are often
highlighted as incredibly rewarding. The straightforward instruction style also makes it easier for
parents to understand and teach the material, even if they don't have a strong math background
themselves.

Conversely, some parents have noted challenges. These often include the need for significant
parental involvement to keep students motivated through the repetition, especially if the student
finds the pace too slow or the material unengaging. Some families also find that their children may
benefit from supplementary resources to explore concepts more deeply or to introduce more visually
stimulating or game-based learning activities. Ultimately, the success of Saxon Math often hinges on
the child's learning style and the family's commitment to the program's methodology.

Is Saxon Math Right for Your Child?

Deciding if Saxon Math is the right fit for your child involves carefully considering their individual
learning style, academic strengths, and weaknesses. If your child thrives on routine, benefits from
consistent review, and learns best through direct instruction and ample practice, then Saxon Math
could be an excellent choice. Children who need a solid foundation in arithmetic and algebra, or who
have struggled with conceptual understanding in other programs, often find success with Saxon's
incremental approach.

Saxon Math is particularly well-suited for students who need explicit instruction and ample
opportunity to master each skill before moving on. The program's structure helps build confidence as
students consistently succeed with previously learned material while gradually introducing new
concepts. If you are looking for a curriculum that prepares students thoroughly for standardized tests
and future academic endeavors in STEM fields, Saxon Math's rigorous approach can be very effective.

However, if your child is a highly independent learner who prefers discovery-based learning, or if they
are easily bored by repetition, you might want to explore other options or consider supplementing
Saxon Math with more engaging activities. It's always wise to review sample lessons and consider
your child's personality and learning preferences before making a final decision. The goal is to find a
curriculum that not only teaches math but also fosters a love for learning.

Frequently Asked Questions

Q: What are the main benefits of the Saxon Math curriculum?

A: The main benefits of Saxon Math include its incremental approach, which ensures mastery of one
concept at a time, and its emphasis on consistent review, which promotes long-term retention. It is
known for building strong foundational skills, preparing students well for higher-level mathematics
and standardized tests. The program's clear, structured lessons also make it easy for parents and
teachers to implement.

Q: Is Saxon Math suitable for students who are ahead in



math?

A: Saxon Math can be suitable for students ahead in math, but it requires careful placement. The
program's pace might feel slow for some advanced learners, and they might benefit from starting at a
higher grade level or using supplementary enrichment materials. However, the thoroughness of the
curriculum can still provide a strong foundation.

Q: How does Saxon Math compare to other math curricula?

A: Saxon Math is characterized by its direct instruction, incremental learning, and extensive review.
Many other curricula focus more on conceptual exploration, project-based learning, or a more varied
approach to introducing new topics. Saxon's strength lies in its systematic and repetitive nature,
which is highly effective for building mastery.

Q: What grade levels does Saxon Math cover?

A: Saxon Math covers a comprehensive range of grade levels, from kindergarten through 12th grade.
This includes elementary, middle school, and high school mathematics, typically covering Algebra 1,
Algebra 2, Geometry, and Trigonometry.

Q: Do | need a teaching background to use Saxon Math at
home?

A: No, a formal teaching background is generally not required to use Saxon Math at home, especially
in the elementary and middle school grades. The teacher's manuals are designed to be very user-
friendly, providing clear, step-by-step instructions for presenting lessons and solutions for all
problems.

Q: Can Saxon Math be used for remediation?

A: Yes, Saxon Math is often highly effective for remediation. Its focus on building foundational skills
incrementally and reinforcing concepts through repeated practice can help students who have fallen
behind or who struggle with specific mathematical areas catch up and build confidence.

Q: Are there any potential downsides to Saxon Math?

A: Potential downsides include a pace that might be too slow for some advanced learners, a less
hands-on or discovery-based approach compared to some other curricula, and a textbook appearance
that some find less engaging. Some students might also find the consistent repetition tedious if not
managed well.
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