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Saxon Math Homeschool Review: A Deep Dive into Its Effectiveness

saxon math homeschool review reveals a widely recognized and often debated
curriculum in the homeschooling community. For parents seeking a structured,
incremental approach to mathematics, Saxon Math has been a cornerstone for
decades. This comprehensive review will explore the core tenets of the Saxon
Math program, examine its pedagogical approach, discuss its strengths and
weaknesses, and offer insights for homeschoolers considering this option.
We'll delve into how Saxon Math fosters mathematical understanding, its
suitability for various learning styles, and what parents can expect from its
distinctive methodology. Whether you're new to homeschooling or looking for a
change in your math curriculum, this detailed look at Saxon Math aims to
equip you with the knowledge to make an informed decision.
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Understanding the Saxon Math Philosophy

The foundational principle behind Saxon Math, developed by John Saxon, is a
strong belief in incremental learning and constant review. Unlike curricula
that might introduce a new concept and then move on, Saxon Math emphasizes
mastering one small concept before introducing the next. This approach is
built on the idea that mathematical skills are best built through repetition
and consistent practice, much like learning a musical instrument or a sport.
The goal is to prevent gaps in understanding that can hinder future progress.
This deliberate pace aims to build a solid foundation, ensuring that students
truly grasp each skill before advancing.

The philosophy also champions the idea of "distributed practice," meaning
that concepts are revisited frequently, but in new and varied contexts,
rather than in large, concentrated blocks. This is intended to move knowledge
from short-term to long-term memory, making the learning more durable and
less prone to forgetting. John Saxon himself believed that many students
struggle with math not because they lack ability, but because they haven't
been taught in a way that allows for consistent reinforcement and gradual
mastery. This is why you'll see a recurring pattern of practice problems that
draw from previously taught material alongside new concepts.



Key Features of Saxon Math

Saxon Math is characterized by several distinctive features that set it apart
from many other math programs. Understanding these elements is crucial for
anyone considering it for their homeschool. The curriculum is designed to be
sequential, with each lesson building directly upon the previous one. This
means a student typically progresses through the Saxon Math books in order,
from Math K through Calculus.

Another hallmark is the extensive practice incorporated into every lesson.
Each student book is packed with problem sets that include both new concepts
and a significant number of review problems from past lessons. This constant
reinforcement is designed to solidify understanding and build fluency.
Furthermore, Saxon Math employs a "spiral" approach to learning. While new
topics are introduced gradually, they are also revisited repeatedly
throughout the year, often with increasing complexity.

The program also typically includes a teacher's manual, student textbook, and
a fact cards component for younger grades. The teacher's manual provides
detailed lesson plans, answers to all problems, and often includes script-
like instructions to guide the parent-teacher. This can be particularly
helpful for parents who may not feel confident in their own math abilities.

Strengths of the Saxon Math Program

One of the most celebrated strengths of Saxon Math is its proven track record
for building strong, fundamental math skills. Many parents report that their
children, even those who previously struggled, develop a deep understanding
and confidence in mathematics through this curriculum. The incremental
approach ensures that students aren't overwhelmed by too much new information
at once.

The emphasis on continuous review is another significant advantage. This
constant revisiting of material helps to cement learning and prevent the
"summer slide" or the forgetting of concepts over breaks. Students are
consistently challenged to recall and apply previously learned skills, which
leads to better retention and a more robust mathematical foundation. This is
particularly beneficial for students who need repetition to truly master a
concept.

Additionally, the structured nature of Saxon Math provides a clear roadmap
for both the parent and the child. The detailed lesson plans in the teacher's
manuals make it easy to follow and implement, even for parents who are new to
homeschooling or who may not be math enthusiasts themselves. The
predictability of the program can also be comforting for students who thrive
on routine. The systematic progression is designed to build confidence with
each mastered step.



Potential Challenges and Considerations

Despite its many strengths, Saxon Math is not without its potential
challenges, and it's important to consider these before committing. Some
parents and students find the sheer volume of practice problems to be
overwhelming. The daily problem sets can be lengthy, and if a child is
struggling with a concept, the sheer number of exercises might lead to
frustration rather than mastery. It's crucial to assess your child's
tolerance for repetitive work.

Another common point of discussion is the teaching style. While some
appreciate the script-like guidance in the teacher's manuals, others find it
too rigid and prefer a more flexible, interactive teaching approach. Students
who are highly visual learners or who benefit from hands-on manipulatives
might find the traditional Saxon Math approach less engaging, although some
newer editions have incorporated more manipulatives.

Furthermore, the pace, while incremental, can sometimes feel slow for very
advanced students who might grasp concepts quickly. While the review aspect
is beneficial, it can also mean that advanced learners spend time reinforcing
concepts they already understand. It's also worth noting that the older
editions of Saxon Math have been criticized for being less engaging or "fun"
than some modern curricula.

Saxon Math for Different Age Groups

Saxon Math offers a comprehensive range of materials for various age groups,
from kindergarten to advanced high school levels. For early learners, Saxon
Math K and Saxon Math 1 lay the groundwork with an emphasis on number
recognition, basic addition and subtraction, and problem-solving through
games and activities. These early grades often incorporate manipulatives to
make learning more tactile and engaging.

As students progress through elementary and middle school (Saxon Math 2
through 8/7), the curriculum continues its incremental approach, introducing
more complex operations, fractions, decimals, percentages, geometry, and
early algebra. The consistent review and practice remain central to these
levels. The goal is to build a solid understanding of fundamental arithmetic
and pre-algebraic concepts.

In high school, Saxon Math offers Algebra 1/2, Algebra 1, Algebra 2,
Trigonometry, and Calculus. These courses are designed to be challenging and
comprehensive, preparing students for college-level mathematics. The review
component continues to be present, ensuring that students retain mastery of
foundational algebraic and trigonometric principles as they tackle more
advanced topics. The transition from middle school to high school math can be
significant, and Saxon's approach aims to make it a smoother one through
continued reinforcement.



Tips for Success with Saxon Math

To maximize the effectiveness of Saxon Math for your homeschool, several

strategies can be employed. First and foremost, adhere to the prescribed

lesson structure. The incremental nature and daily review are designed to
work together, so skipping steps or changing the order can undermine the

program's efficacy. Ensure your child completes all assigned problems, as
this is where the mastery and retention occur.

Communication is key. Regularly check in with your child about their
understanding. If they are struggling with a particular concept, don't
hesitate to spend extra time on it. The teacher's manual often provides
additional practice problems or alternative explanations that can be very
helpful. Consider supplementing with hands-on activities or manipulatives if
you notice your child needs more tactile engagement, especially in the
earlier grades.

Pacing can also be adjusted slightly if needed. While the curriculum is
structured, it's okay to spend an extra day or two on a challenging topic
without moving on. Conversely, if your child is mastering concepts very
quickly, you might be able to slightly accelerate, but always ensure solid
understanding before moving ahead. Celebrate small victories and focus on
building confidence, which is a significant byproduct of consistent success
with this program.

Conclusion

In conclusion, a thorough saxon math homeschool review highlights its status
as a robust and time-tested curriculum. Its core strengths lie in its
incremental learning approach and its relentless focus on review, which
together foster deep mathematical understanding and long-term retention.
While it may not be the perfect fit for every child or every homeschooling
family due to its demanding practice schedule and sometimes rigid structure,
its effectiveness in building a strong mathematical foundation is undeniable
for many. By understanding its philosophy, embracing its unique methodology,
and employing strategic teaching, homeschoolers can harness the power of
Saxon Math to cultivate confident and capable mathematicians.

Frequently Asked Questions

Q: Is Saxon Math good for a child who struggles with
math?

A: Yes, Saxon Math is often recommended for children who struggle with math
because of its incremental approach and constant review. This methodology



aims to build a strong foundation by introducing concepts in small,
manageable steps and then reinforcing them through daily practice, which can
help prevent gaps in understanding that often plague struggling students.

Q: How much time does a typical Saxon Math lesson
take?

A: The time a Saxon Math lesson takes can vary significantly depending on the
grade level and the student's pace. However, generally, a lesson can take
anywhere from 45 minutes to an hour or more, especially considering the
significant number of practice problems included in each assignment. It’s
important to factor in time for instruction and problem-solving.

Q: Does Saxon Math use manipulatives?

A: Saxon Math does use manipulatives, particularly in the earlier grades
(K-3). These are often incorporated to help students visualize mathematical
concepts. However, the emphasis in later grades shifts more towards abstract
problem-solving and computation, with fewer hands-on activities. Some parents
supplement with additional manipulatives if they feel their child benefits
from them.

Q: Is Saxon Math challenging enough for gifted
students?

A: While Saxon Math is a solid program, some gifted students may find its
pace too slow. The extensive review can sometimes mean covering material they
already understand. However, the program does become increasingly challenging
in the upper grades, and parents can consider supplementing with enrichment
activities or advanced problem sets if their gifted child needs more
stimulation.

Q: What is the difference between Saxon Math and
other homeschool math curricula?

A: The primary difference lies in Saxon Math's emphasis on incremental
learning and daily, distributed practice and review. Many other curricula
might introduce a concept more thoroughly and then move on, or use block
scheduling where all problems relate to the current topic. Saxon's "spiral"
approach ensures constant revisiting of past material, aiming for long-term
mastery.

Q: Can I use Saxon Math if I'm not a math expert?

A: Absolutely. Saxon Math is designed with parents in mind, and the teacher's



manuals are very detailed, often providing scripted lesson plans and
explanations. This makes it accessible for parents who may not feel highly
confident in their own math skills, offering a structured guide for teaching.

Q: How does Saxon Math prepare students for
standardized tests?

A: The rigorous practice and review inherent in the Saxon Math program are
excellent preparation for standardized tests. By consistently reinforcing
concepts and requiring students to apply them in various problem types, the
curriculum helps build the fluency and recall necessary for performing well
on timed assessments. The comprehensive coverage also ensures students are
exposed to a wide range of mathematical topics.
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