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Saxon Math vs Horizons: A
Comprehensive Comparison for
Homeschooling Families

saxon math vs horizons is a frequent point of discussion among homeschooling parents
seeking the best educational path for their children. Both Saxon Math and Horizons Math
are popular, reputable curriculum choices, each offering a distinct approach to mathematics
education. Understanding their core philosophies, teaching methodologies, and structural
differences is crucial for making an informed decision that aligns with your child's learning
style and your family's educational goals. This article delves deep into the intricacies of
Saxon Math and Horizons Math, exploring their strengths, potential weaknesses, and ideal
student profiles. We will examine their pedagogical approaches, curriculum scope and
sequence, lesson structure, and overall learning experience to help you navigate this
important choice.
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Understanding the Core Philosophies

At the heart of any successful educational endeavor lies a foundational philosophy that



guides its approach. Both Saxon Math and Horizons Math have distinct pedagogical
underpinnings that shape their curriculum design and delivery. Saxon Math is renowned for
its incremental, incremental practice, and review approach, emphasizing mastery through
consistent repetition and building upon previously learned concepts. Horizons Math, on the
other hand, often adopts a more thematic and hands-on approach, aiming to make
mathematics engaging and relevant through real-world applications and visual learning
experiences. Recognizing these core philosophies is the first step in discerning which
curriculum might be the best fit for your child's unique learning journey.

The incremental approach of Saxon Math is rooted in the belief that a solid understanding
of foundational mathematical skills is paramount. It aims to prevent gaps in learning by
ensuring students have thoroughly grasped each concept before moving on. This method is
particularly effective for students who benefit from routine and structured learning.
Horizons Math, conversely, often seeks to foster a deeper conceptual understanding and an
appreciation for mathematics by connecting it to tangible experiences and problem-solving
scenarios. This can be highly beneficial for students who are motivated by context and
visual aids, helping them see the practical value of what they are learning.

Saxon Math: A Deep Dive

Saxon Math, developed by John Saxon, has a long-standing reputation in the homeschooling
community for its distinctive incremental approach. The curriculum is structured to
introduce new concepts in small increments, followed by extensive practice and review of
previously taught material. This constant reinforcement aims to build strong foundational
skills and ensure long-term retention. Each lesson typically includes new concepts, followed
by practice problems that incorporate these new concepts alongside problems from
previous lessons. This cyclical review is a cornerstone of the Saxon method, helping
students internalize mathematical principles through repeated exposure.

Key Features of Saxon Math

One of the most celebrated aspects of Saxon Math is its emphasis on consistent practice
and review. This approach is designed to build confidence and mastery. Students work
through a set of problems daily, ensuring they don't forget what they've learned. The
curriculum is also known for its clear, step-by-step instructions, which can be very helpful
for both students and parents who may not have a strong background in mathematics.

Incremental teaching of new concepts.

Daily practice and review of previously learned material.

Emphasis on mastery and long-term retention.

Clear, concise instruction and problem-solving strategies.



e Systematic progression through mathematical topics.

The materials provided by Saxon Math are generally comprehensive, including student
textbooks, workbooks, and teacher editions. The teacher editions are particularly valuable
as they offer detailed lesson plans, answers to all problems, and strategies for teaching.
This can alleviate some of the pressure on parents who are not math specialists, providing
them with the tools they need to effectively guide their child's learning. The structured
nature of Saxon Math lends itself well to students who thrive on routine and predictable
learning environments.

Saxon Math's Strengths

The primary strength of Saxon Math lies in its proven ability to build strong mathematical
foundations. Many students who have used Saxon Math develop a deep understanding of
arithmetic and algebraic concepts due to the continuous review and practice. This method
can significantly reduce learning gaps, ensuring that students are well-prepared for more
advanced mathematics. The curriculum's systematic progression also means that students
are unlikely to encounter concepts they are not adequately prepared for, fostering a sense
of accomplishment and reducing math anxiety.

Furthermore, the teacher editions provide a structured framework for instruction that can
be immensely helpful. For parents new to homeschooling or those who feel less confident in
their math abilities, Saxon's detailed guidance offers reassurance. The repetitive nature of
the practice problems, while sometimes perceived as tedious by some, is precisely what
helps cement concepts in students' minds for the long haul. This ensures that the learning
is not superficial but deeply ingrained.

Saxon Math's Potential Challenges

While Saxon Math is highly effective for many, it's not without its potential drawbacks.
Some students might find the constant repetition and lack of variety in the practice
problems to be monotonous or even boring. This can lead to disengagement, especially for
learners who are easily bored or who prefer more dynamic learning experiences. The
abstract nature of some of the early lessons, without immediate real-world context, might
also make it harder for some students to grasp the relevance and importance of the
mathematical concepts being taught.

Another consideration is the pace. While incremental, some parents find the pace to be
slow, particularly for mathematically gifted children. Conversely, for students who struggle
with a concept, the pace might feel too fast if they haven't mastered the previous steps.
The reliance on the teacher edition means that parents need to be actively involved in the
instruction, which can be a challenge for busy households.



Horizons Math: A Closer Look

Horizons Math, published by Alpha Omega Publications, offers a different pedagogical
approach, often characterized by its colorful and engaging presentation, as well as its
emphasis on making math fun and relevant. It typically introduces concepts more rapidly
than Saxon and often uses more hands-on activities and visual aids to help students grasp
mathematical ideas. The curriculum aims to make learning an enjoyable experience,
encouraging students to see math as an interesting and accessible subject.

Key Features of Horizons Math

Horizons Math distinguishes itself with its visually appealing student books and a focus on
developing a conceptual understanding of mathematical principles. It often integrates real-
world applications and problem-solving scenarios to illustrate how math is used in everyday
life. This approach can make the subject more tangible and relatable for students, fostering
a greater appreciation for its utility.

Visually engaging and colorful student materials.

Emphasis on conceptual understanding and problem-solving.

Integration of real-world applications and contexts.

More rapid introduction of new concepts compared to Saxon.

Use of manipulatives and hands-on activities.

The teacher's guide for Horizons Math provides lesson plans, teaching tips, and solutions.
The curriculum is designed to be relatively independent, with students often able to work
through lessons with minimal direct instruction once they understand the procedures. This
can be an advantage for parents who have multiple children or who are looking for a
curriculum that allows for a bit more student autonomy in their learning process. The
workbook format for students is also a common feature, making it easy to track progress
and provide practice.

Horizons Math's Strengths

The strengths of Horizons Math often lie in its ability to engage students through its
appealing presentation and relevant content. The colorful worksheets and application-
based problems can capture the attention of children who might otherwise find traditional
math instruction dry. This can lead to increased student motivation and a more positive
attitude towards mathematics. The focus on conceptual understanding helps students



develop a deeper grasp of "why" behind mathematical procedures, not just "how."

The use of real-world scenarios can also help students see the practical relevance of what
they are learning, making the subject feel less abstract and more applicable to their lives.
For visual learners and those who benefit from kinesthetic activities, Horizons Math often
provides a more suitable learning environment. The more rapid introduction of new
concepts can also appeal to students who grasp material quickly and prefer a faster pace.

Horizons Math's Potential Challenges

One potential challenge with Horizons Math can be the pace at which new concepts are
introduced. While it can be a strength for some, students who need more time to master
foundational skills might find themselves falling behind if they haven't fully grasped a
concept before moving on to the next. The extensive review that is characteristic of Saxon
Math is less prominent in Horizons, meaning parents might need to supplement with
additional practice if a child struggles. The less structured review system means that
retention might not be as deeply ingrained for some students as it is with the Saxon
method.

While the visual appeal is a plus, some critics suggest that the focus on colorful
presentation might sometimes overshadow the depth of mathematical instruction.
Additionally, for parents who are looking for highly detailed, step-by-step teacher guidance
for every lesson, Horizons might offer a less prescriptive approach than Saxon, requiring a
bit more parental interpretation or improvisation.

Key Differences: Saxon Math vs. Horizons Math

The most significant divergence between Saxon Math and Horizons Math lies in their
fundamental pedagogical approaches to teaching mathematics. Saxon Math is a champion
of incremental learning with relentless review, aiming for mastery through repetition and a
systematic build-up of skills. It’s like building a sturdy house brick by brick, ensuring each
one is perfectly placed before moving to the next. Horizons Math, on the other hand, tends
to be more hands-on, visually driven, and context-based, seeking to make math engaging
and relevant through real-world applications. Think of it as exploring a vibrant city,
discovering how different mathematical tools are used in architecture, commerce, and daily
life.

The structure of the lessons and the amount of practice dedicated to each concept are also
key differentiators. Saxon Math's lessons are designed with a significant portion dedicated
to reviewing previous concepts, ensuring that learned material isn't forgotten. Horizons
Math, while still providing practice, often moves at a quicker pace with less emphasis on
such extensive, daily cumulative review. This leads to a different learning experience and
can cater to different learning preferences and paces.



Lesson Structure and Methodology

In Saxon Math, a typical lesson begins with a short introduction of a new concept, followed
by a series of practice problems that are heavily weighted with previously taught material.
This cyclical review is the backbone of the Saxon system. The methodology is consistent:
teach a little, practice a lot, review constantly. This approach is designed to instill a deep
sense of mastery and confidence through repeated exposure.

Horizons Math, in contrast, often presents new material in a more concise manner,
sometimes with a greater emphasis on immediate application. The lessons are frequently
more visually rich, incorporating diagrams, illustrations, and word problems that connect
math to everyday situations. While practice is included, the consistent, cumulative review
characteristic of Saxon is less pronounced. The methodology aims to foster understanding
through engagement and context, often encouraging students to think critically about how
math applies to the world around them.

Curriculum Scope and Sequence

Both curricula cover a comprehensive range of mathematical topics from kindergarten
through higher levels, but their pacing and sequencing can differ. Saxon Math's scope and
sequence are meticulously designed to ensure that each concept is introduced and
reinforced at a specific, deliberate pace. This slow and steady progression ensures that
students build a very strong foundation before advancing. For example, topics like fractions
or decimals might be revisited numerous times over several years in Saxon Math to ensure
complete mastery.

Horizons Math typically moves through the curriculum at a somewhat faster pace. New
topics are introduced more frequently, and while there is practice, the extensive review of
older concepts might not be as embedded within every single lesson as it is in Saxon. This
means that while Horizons might cover more ground in a given year, a student might need
to be more proactive in revisiting previous concepts independently or with parental support
to ensure retention. The sequencing in Horizons often aims to build upon concepts in a
logical, thematic way, but the emphasis on revisiting might be less pronounced.

Assessment and Practice

Saxon Math incorporates regular assessments, including daily practice problem sets, fact
quizzes, and chapter tests. The daily practice is a form of ongoing assessment, allowing
parents to quickly identify areas where a student might be struggling. The emphasis is on
consistent performance rather than isolated high-stakes testing. The practice problems are
designed to reinforce learning and identify any misunderstandings before they become
significant issues.

Horizons Math also includes practice problems and assessments, typically in the form of



chapter tests and cumulative reviews at set intervals. The practice within Horizons often
focuses on applying the new concepts learned in the lesson, sometimes within a word
problem context. While it assesses understanding, the sheer volume of cumulative review
found in Saxon's daily practice is generally less common. Parents using Horizons might
need to be more diligent in observing their child's ability to recall and apply older concepts
without explicit prompting.

Target Audience and Learning Styles

Saxon Math often appeals to students who thrive on routine, structure, and repetition. It is
particularly well-suited for learners who benefit from a systematic, predictable approach
and who excel when concepts are broken down into small, manageable steps with ample
reinforcement. Students who have previously struggled with math gaps or who need a solid
foundation built upon diligently might find Saxon to be an ideal choice. It's the curriculum
for the methodical learner.

Horizons Math, with its engaging visuals and real-world applications, tends to resonate with
students who are more visual or kinesthetic learners. It's great for children who are
motivated by context and enjoy seeing how math is used in practical scenarios. Students
who might get bored with excessive repetition or who prefer a more dynamic and
interactive learning experience often find Horizons to be more stimulating. It’s the
curriculum for the explorer, the innovator, the student who likes to see the "why" and the
"how" in action.

Choosing the Right Math Curriculum for Your Child

Selecting the right math curriculum is a deeply personal decision, and it's essential to
consider your child's individual learning style, personality, and any previous academic
history. If your child benefits from a structured, step-by-step approach with constant
reinforcement to build confidence and mastery, Saxon Math might be the superior choice.
The incremental nature and extensive review are powerful tools for solidifying
mathematical understanding and preventing learning gaps.

Conversely, if your child is a visual learner, enjoys hands-on activities, and is motivated by
seeing the practical application of concepts in the real world, Horizons Math could be a
more engaging and effective option. Its colorful presentation and context-rich problems can
foster a love for mathematics. Ultimately, the best curriculum is the one that your child will
consistently engage with and learn from. Observing your child’s reaction to sample lessons,
understanding their strengths and weaknesses, and considering your own teaching style
are all crucial components of making the right decision.

Many parents find that a trial period or reviewing sample lessons from both curricula can
provide invaluable insights. What one child finds engaging, another might find tedious.
What one student masters quickly through repetition, another might need visual context to
truly understand. Therefore, a thorough evaluation of your child's unique needs should be



the guiding principle. Don't be afraid to consider supplementary resources if a particular
curriculum has strengths that align with your child's needs in one area but might require
some additional support in another. The goal is a positive and effective learning experience
that sets your child up for mathematical success.

Frequently Asked Questions

Q: Is Saxon Math suitable for gifted students?

A: Saxon Math's incremental approach and extensive review can be beneficial for gifted
students by providing a solid foundation and preventing complacency. However, some
gifted students might find the pace too slow or the repetition monotonous, and may benefit
from enrichment activities or a more accelerated curriculum.

Q: How does the manipulatives usage differ between
Saxon Math and Horizons Math?

A: Horizons Math tends to incorporate manipulatives and hands-on activities more
frequently and explicitly within its core lessons to aid conceptual understanding. Saxon
Math relies more heavily on abstract concepts and practice, with the expectation that
parents might introduce manipulatives as needed to support understanding, especially in
the earlier grades.

Q: Which curriculum is better for students with math
anxiety?

A: Saxon Math's predictable structure and constant review can be very reassuring for
students with math anxiety, helping them build confidence through mastery. Horizons
Math's engaging and contextual approach might also reduce anxiety by making math feel
less intimidating and more relevant. The best choice often depends on the specific reasons
for the anxiety.

Q: Can | use Saxon Math with a student who learns
visually?

A: While Saxon Math is less visually oriented than Horizons, parents can supplement Saxon
lessons with visual aids, diagrams, and real-world examples to cater to visual learners. The
teacher editions often provide suggestions for such extensions.

Q: Is Horizons Math more challenging than Saxon Math?

A: "Challenging" can be subjective and depends on the student. Horizons Math may
introduce concepts more rapidly, which could feel more challenging for some. Saxon Math's



rigorous review process ensures mastery, and for students who struggle with retention, it
can be perceived as more challenging in the long run.

Q: Which curriculum is more secular or religious in its
content?

A: Saxon Math is generally considered secular. Horizons Math, being published by Alpha
Omega Publications, may include some subtle Christian worldview elements, particularly in
older grades or in the teacher's guides, though the math content itself is standard.

Q: How much parent involvement is typically required
for each curriculum?

A: Saxon Math generally requires more direct parental involvement in teaching the lessons,
as outlined in the detailed teacher editions. Horizons Math can be more independent for the
student, with parents primarily overseeing, grading, and providing support where needed,
though some parental instruction will still be necessary.
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